WILLIAMTOWN COMMUNITY FORUM
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ACTION OUTCOMES OF THE WILLIAMTOWN COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE FORUM HELD AT
THE PORT STEPHENS COUNCIL'S MEETING ROOM ON 20 MAY 2004
Attendance:
See detailed list of attendees in Annex A.

-AT

I ACTION

ISSUES
Introduction and opening of the meeting Meeting Chair, Mike Pezzullo, Head
Infrastructure (HI), opened the second meeting
of the Williamtown Community Consultative
Forum at 0940 HRS. In his opening remarks,
Mike Pezzullo outlined thc Agenda for the
meeting to which there was no opposition. The
meeting then proceeded with a discussion of
individual agenda items and the Chair
summarised each outcome.

HI agreed to send out minutesiaction outcomes
within two weeks of meeting and an unclassified
tracking report of progress against each of the
Defence Minister's 25 conditions. HI agreed to
make a copy of the conditions available. He also
agreed to include final membership list.

I

I Noise attenuation of the Salt Ash School -

-

Defence

Minutes of each future meeting
will include a"unc1assified
tracking report" of the status of the
conditions for thc introduction of
RAAF Hawk Lead-in-Fighter.

Defence to regularly advise on the development of
the draft of the Environmental Management Plan
(EMP). Defence will provide a briefing to the
Forum on progress with development of the EMP
describing what information is available and how it
is proposed it be reviewed by the community.

Defence

Georgia Derham noted that as the
development of the EMP is staged
Defence may not be able to
distribute the document straight
away.

The Noise Management Plan will be circulated to
the forum 'out of session' and tabled at the next
meeting.
Forum members would be invited to comment on
the proposed sites for the noise monitoring,
acknowledging the importanee of local knowledge.

Defence

HI confirmed that WCCF is
stakeholder forum for the plan but
he will be delcgate to sign it off.
Bob Baldwin MP commented
monitoring at end of runway not a
concern but Banksia Grove may
not be good.
Chairman's Update Note-The
detailed Business Case for noise
monitoring was approved 2 June
2004. Defence will proceed to
tender the noise monitoring
services to Airscrviees Australia
for earliest implementation.

A copy of the 25 Conditions is at ANNEX C.
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I BY WHOM I REMARKS

Defence

I

.

agreed works program for Salt Ash Public School
will be tabled at the next meeting.
The relevant proponent should put proposals for
noise attenuation at schools other than the Salt Ash
Public School to the Minister for Defence.
The Port Stephens Council will put a proposal to
government in relation to the Williamtown Hall.

Defence's only liability in this
respect relates to the Salt Ash
Public School as detailed in the 25
conditions (Condition 8) for the
introduction of RAAF Hawk Leadin-Fighter. See ANNEX C.
Bob Baldwin MP commented that
new extension at Salt Ash Public
School last year didn't meet
standard.
Bob Baldwin MP raised that the
Williamtown school at the end of
runway require amelioration also.
but HI confirmed that Defence's
obligation (Salt Ash Public
Primary School) and statcd that
any other requirements of an
amelioration would need to be
raiscd with the Minister from the
relevant Authority.
Bob Baldwin MP raised the issue
of acquisition of the Williamtown
Hall. HI advised such a proposal
would need to be put to the
Minister by the relevant Authority.

"Low Flying Aircraft" road signage and
the SAWR perimeter signage -

.
.
I
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1 Health studies -

I.

.

Defence's Regional Manager CSI-CNNSW to work
with the Traffic committee of the Port Stephens
Council and the Road Transport Authority in
relation to road signage.
Regional Manager CSI-CNNSW to provide CSIG
Central Office (Canberra) with a brief on the fencing
project, noting that it has raised some issues.
HI agreed to report on proposed locations for road
signage and fencing at the next meeting and to
consult with Traftic Committee and Development
Approval Panel.

Hunter Water Board to bring to the next meeting
results of water testing in the region.
NSW Government to approach Hunter Health to see

Future action to be discussed and
agreed, informed by cost I benetit
analysis.
Councillors didn't seem concerned
about fencing issue as one will still
get into site if want to.

:I

HWB
NSW Govt

I.

HI advised that Defence have data
that can be provided in support of
any health studies.

I

if there are any relevant health studies proposed for
the region.
Regional Manager CSI-CNNSW to report (out of
session) back to Hunter Water on how issues of
public concern in relation to water quality, if any,
are dealt with at the local level by Defence.
Members of WCCF agreed to report at next meeting
about any current/planned health studies.

Plan for 12 Miles Creek -

State Environmental Planning Policy -

The Estuary Management Plan for 12 Miles Creck is
to be circulated to the forum members in July,
before the next meeting.

Defence

Defence undertook to provide the Port Stephens
Council with an unclassified version of the
Williamtown master plan.
Defence agrees in principIe (subject to the
Minister's a ~ o m v a nto share with NSW and the Port
Stephens Council more planning information
relevant to the long term Defence capability at
Williamtown. In this context, Defence would also
engage with the development of a State
Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) with a view
to sustaining the "buffer" amund RAAF Base
Williamtown.
Any action to initiate SEPP planning lies with NSW
in conjunction with the Council.
HI advised the development of a SEPP was not the
responsibility of Defence and this was something to
be pursued between State and local authorities.
DIPNR undertook to investigate the options, talk
with PSC and give the SEPP status report at the next
mecting.

Defence

..

NEW
BUSINESS
ITEMS
1

ISSUES

Fuhlre expansion in commercial activities a t the
RAAF Base Williamtown!Newcastle Airport
Limited

-

Defence

Defence

MP raised issue of toluene and HI
reiterated position that Defence
Minister said no health study
would be undertaken but Defence
would suppodpmvide data for any
studies that are done.

HI advised that the Master Plan
will be available in approximately
2 months for release but for future
20 year scenario, PSC need to put
in a reauest to Defence Minister to
access this.

NSW Govt
& PSC
DIPNR &
PSC
DIPNR

ACTION

BY WHOM

REMARKS

An information package on RAAF Base Williamtown is
being prepared for distribution to the stakeholders within

Defence

HI stated that, in future, there would be
no problem with a mutual exchange of

the Minister.
Re-gazettal of the Salt Ash Air Weapons Range -

There were no issues of conccm raised
by forum members.

Defence advised that a proposal for re-gazettal of the
SAWR expanded Defence Practice Area (DPA)
houndarv is with the Minister for Defence. The new
DPA includes the recent land acquisition to tidy up
boundary issues.
The forum was advised that the new DPA boundary
wholly accommodate the Hawk's 30mm cannon
safety template.
Small areas of land related to undeveloped road
reserves and creeks, which were not owned by the
Commonwealth hut were already within the overall
SAWR property boundary, have hecn compulsorily
acquired to facilitate this extension of the DPA to
the Defence property boundary.

Final membership list will be distributed with the
minutes within 2 weeks.

Draft Terms of Reference (TOR) for the Forum will
be circulated with the Minutes (see ANNEX B).
Considcr changing the name of the Forum to the
Williamtown / Defence Consultative Forum to better
reflect the intent and membership.
HI will brief the Defence Parliamentary
Secretarylthe Minister on the possible requirement
for a Mcdia release following the second meeting of
the Forum and the proposed revision of the Forum's
name.
Amelioration andfor acquisition of severely noise
affected properties -

HI agreed that staff or technical
advisers could attend the Forum
meeting hut not open to the public.
Bob Baldwin MP,the Senator and
PSC are the communities reps.

Defence
Defence
Defence

The Minister is considering Head of Infrastructure
advice on a sample case.

Subject to the Minister's decision,
other cases will be treated
accordingly.

New aircraft for RAAF Base Williamtown

BCDR undertook to report at next meeting on the

Defence

I

ANNEX B

-

Draft Terms of reference (TOR) for RAAF Base Williamtown Consultative
Forum

Introduction
A key outcome of Defence Minister Robert Hill's decision to accept the Hawk Lead-In Fighter into service in
October 2003 was to put in place measures to ensure that the impact of the new jet on the local community is
minimised. Specifically, condition four for the introduction of the new capability required that, "An
Environmental Advisory Committee will be established at RAAF Base Williamtown to facilitate information
exchange between RAAF and the community".
Subsequent engagement with the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Defence and RAAF enabled the
shape, structure and role of the "Advisory Committee" to be more clearly defined and broadened to encompass
more than environmental issues. These terms of reference reflect that engagement and describe the role of the
RAAF Base Williamtown Community Consultative Forum, known as the Williamtown Community Consultative
Forum (WCCF).
Intent
The WCF is intended to provide community stakeholders, who are potentially impacted by Defence operations at
and from RAAF Base Williamtown, with the opportunity to raise relevant issues and to be informed. The forum is
also the vehicle through which the community is informed of the status of implementation of the 25 conditions for
the introduction of the Hawk Lead-In Fighter.
Community representation at the Forum is achieved through the active participation of elected members and
officials of the three levels of government (Federal, State and Local) engaged in the Williamtown region. It is not
intended that the Forum be open to members of the general public

Membership
The membership of the WCCF will comprise representatives from:
Department of Defence (Chair, normally Head Infrastructure)
NSW Senator
Local Federal MP
New South Wales Government (Premier's Department)
New South Wales Government (Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources)
The Port Stephens Council (the Mayor)
Newcastle City Council (General Manager)
Department of Defence (Director General Strategy Planning -Air Force)
Department of Defence (Director Force Disposition & Land Planning)
Department of Defence (Director Environment, Stewardship)
Department of Defence (Regional Manager CSI-CNNSW region)
Department of Defence (Base Commander)
Department of Defence (Commander Air Combat Group)
Department of Defence (Senior Environmental Advisor)
Department of Defence ( secretary, Executive Officer Land Use Assessment)
Hunter Business Chamber
Hunter Water Corporation
Other officials or individuals may be invited to attend the WCCF on the approval of the Chair. This would occur
in instances such as consultants being asked to attend to present outcomes of related work or studies.

Meeting details and business rules
The WCCF wiIl meet quarterly.
The venue will usually be at the Port Stephens Council Chambers at
Port Stephens CounciI's Administration Building
116 Adelaide Street (Old Pacific Highway),
RAYMOND TERRACE
The meeting agenda is standardised as:
Introductory Remarks by the Chair;
Review of Action Items; and
New Business.
New Business items will be called for at the time of promulgation (by e-mail) of the details of the next meeting
(approximately 1 month in advance of the meeting date).
Papers /documents supporting agenda items are to be circulated to WCG members through the secretariat to be
available at least one week before the relevant meeting.
Defence wiIl provide the secretariat to the WCCF.
All correspondence for the WCF should be addressed to:
Head Infrastructure
Chair Williamtown Consultative Forum
Department of Defence BP2-A005
CANBBERRA ACT 2600
Minutes of WCCF meetings will be promulgated by e-mail and hard copy to all members in dot point form
detailing a summary of outcomes, an action list and remarks.
Community communication strategy
The communication strategy will be developed in consultation with WCCF.

