Review into Security and Economic Interests in the Woomera Prohibited Area
Terms of Reference
Objectives
Undertake research and analysis into the short and long term (20-30 years) national
security and economic interests in the Woomera Prohibited Area (WPA) 'the
review'.
Based on the findings of the research and analysis, make recommendations to the
Government on approaches to managing the WPA to optimise Australia's national
interests as they pertain to the WPA.

Key Tasks
Undertake research and analysis in order to make qualitative and quantitative
assessments of:
o the balance of national interests, including the magnitude of costs and
benefits of economic and national security interests in the WPA, over the
short and long-term (20-30 years), including but not limited to:
a review of the status of the WPA, potentially including a legal
assessment of the powers of the Commonwealth Government over
the WPA;
m a review of the current use of the WPA, including the fiulctions and
importance of the different zones therein;
an analysis of the WPA's contribution to current and future Defence
capability, including the financial and other benefits deriving from
Australia's ability to share knowledge and technology with its
allies, particularly in light of new and emerging technologies, and
the subsequent value of the WPA to alliance and broader
international relationships;
anticipated future Defence need of the WPA, in particular any
potential changes in frequency and scope of activities;
m an analysis of the value and location of mineral deposits in the WPA,
based on present government and industry information, and
indicative timeframes and costs to assess further the known
potential mineral wealth in the WPA,
an assessment of the current and future potential economic value of
mineral deposits in the WPA, including potential impacts on
employment and government revenues;
an analysis of the future potential exploitation of minerals in the
WPA, noting emerging technologies and techniques in the mining
sector;
m an analysis of the extent to which mining and economic activity is
compatible with Defence use of the WPA and any inherent limits to
CO-existence,including the issues posed by foreign ownership or
control of mining entities; and
an analysis of property interests, including but not limited to: native
title and indigenous land rights, pastoral leaseholders and the
Commonwealth and South Australia.

