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HMAS Albatross - Environmental Investigation Project
Background to the investigation

Objective of the investigation

The Department of Defence (Defence) has engaged an

The objective for the environmental investigation is to

independent environmental consultant to undertake an

identify the nature and extent of PFAS in the

environmental investigation on, and in the vicinity of, HMAS

environment and any risks to human health or the

Albatross (the base).

ecology. The understanding of these risks will assist
in developing any mitigation strategies to minimise
exposure.

What investigation activity has
occurred to date?
The preliminary site investigation (PSI) was
conducted between June and October 2016 and
included engagement with the local community and
key local and state government agencies; reviewing
site history for aqueous film forming foam (AFFF) use
and identifying sources of PFAS; and preliminary
sampling on and off base in close proximity to the
base.
HMAS Albatross (outlined in yellow) and surrounding
community

The investigation is part of Defence’s review of a number of
its sites around Australia that used legacy fire-fighting foams
containing per- and poly- fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS),
including perfluorooctane sulfonate, known as PFOS and
perfluorooctanoic acid, known as PFOA. Defence has
phased out the use of the old foams that contained PFOS
and PFOA as active ingredients and is proactively managing
legacy contamination across its estate.
All detailed environmental investigations are undertaken by
experienced environmental services providers and are in
accordance with the National Environmental Protection
(Assessment of Site Contamination) Measure 1999 (NEPM).

Groundwater bore drilling in the area surrounding HMAS
Albatross
Defending Australia and its National Interests
www.defence.gov.au

Community Update
December 2016

What happens next?

Further Information?

The next step is to complete the detailed site

Defence

investigation (DSI). The DSI commenced in September

community throughout the investigation including at key

2016 and includes on and off-base sampling to further

points when investigation reports are released.

assess the nature and extent of PFAS on, and in the

project

vicinity of the base.

information sessions, direct mail and factsheets will be

A detailed report will be prepared and shared with

provided as the investigation progresses.

relevant government and regulatory bodies as well as
the community. This will also be made available to the
public.

is

committed

website

will

to

be

regularly

updated

updating

and

the

The

community

If you have any enquiries or requests relating to
individual properties please contact the Defence project
team.

Human Health and Ecological Risk
Assessment

Contact the Project Team

As part of the investigation, a human health and

Project 1800 856 491

ecological risk assessment (HHERA) is now also
underway. To inform the HHERA, selected flora and

www.defence.gov.au/id/albatross

fauna will be tested. This includes sampling from edible
produce including honey, edible fish, pasture and

HMAS.Albatross@aurecongroup.com

livestock in areas where PFAS may be present.

Health
Due to their widespread use, most people living in
developed nations will have some level of PFAS in their
body. PFAS can be naturally eliminated from the body,

HMAS Albatross Environmental
Investigations Project
C/O Aurecon
PO Box 538
Neutral Bay, Sydney NSW 2089

but it takes some time to be removed, and accumulation
can occur if intake continues.
The

Environmental

Media enquiries should be directed to the Defence

Health

Standing

Committee

(enHealth) advises that there is no consistent evidence

media centre on (02)

6127 1999 or email

media@defence.gov.au

that exposure to PFOS, PFHxS, and PFOA causes
adverse human health effects. Because these chemicals
persist in humans and the environment, enHealth
recommends that human exposure to these chemicals is
minimised as a precaution.
For more information relating to PFAS and health
guidance

please

refer

to

the

enHealth

Guidance

Statements that may be found on the Commonwealth
Department of Health’s website www.health.gov.au.
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