








Defence Health Manual



































PROTECTED 
Sensitive: Cabinet

COVID-19 Minister’s Daily Brief at 24 April 2020

2 
PROTECTED 

Sensitive: Cabinet

Federal 
As at Thursday 23 April, Defence has 227 personnel embedded in other federal 
agencies. 
Over 400 Defence personnel have volunteered to assist across the APS. Support to 
Services Australia has been a particular focus.  
- As at Thursday 23 April, Defence has 209 APS personnel on board with Services 

Australia. Additional personnel are expected to commence in the coming days 
and weeks. 

New South Wales 
There are 546 Defence personnel deployed to New South Wales, providing planning 
support, contact tracing, isolation checking and quarantine assistance at ports and 
airports. 

Queensland 
There are 446 Defence personnel deployed to Queensland, in support of planning, 
contact tracing, quarantine assistance at Brisbane and Cairns, isolation checking at 
Cairns and Gold Coast hotels, and supporting the Queensland Police in protecting 
indigenous communities and in providing border controls. 

Victoria 
There are 63 Defence personnel deployed to Victoria, carrying out duties that 
include contact tracing, isolation checking, and planning support. 

South Australia 
There are 37 Defence personnel deployed to assist South Australian authorities, 
including by providing planning support.  
As of Friday 17 April, South Australia has updated cross-border directions on 
essential travellers to include active military and Defence personnel and those 
required to support time-critical national security and defence activities. 

Northern Territory
165 Defence personnel are in the Northern Territory to assist authorities with 
isolation checking and supporting Northern Territory police with protecting 
indigenous communities. 
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- Defence support to Northern Territory authorities for contact tracing is no longer 
required, and has completed. 

Tasmania 
There are 131 personnel deployed to Tasmania, supporting isolation compliance 
operations alongside Tasmanian Police, SES and Tasmanian Fire Service personnel 
in Hobart, Launceston, and Burnie; and carrying out contact tracing.  
On Friday 17 April, Defence personnel commenced clinical support to the Burnie 
hospital. This support is expected to conclude on Thursday 30 April.  
Comcare has made some enquiries regarding Defence’s support of the COVID-19 
response at the North West Hospital in Tasmania. Comcare’s enquiries are proactive 
in nature and are focused on how Defence is ensuring the work health and safety of 
ADF personnel located at the North West Hospital. Defence will continue to work 
closely with Comcare on this matter. 

Western Australia 
There are 310 Defence personnel in Western Australia supporting the Western 
Australian police with border controls, contact tracing, and planning. 

Australian Capital Territory 
There are 65 personnel in the ACT to support local authorities with planning support 
and contact tracing. 
- One operations planner and one logistics planner are due to commence shortly 

with the National Indigenous Australians Agency. 
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Sensitivities 

Internal Defence Activities

Update on Defence Posts (Attachment D)
Essential Defence staff remain in overseas Posts. 
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Online ADF training courses on COVID-19 have been made available through 
South East Asia and Pacific Posts.   

Australian Government Contact Tracing Application 
Defence is developing communications about the Australian Government’s Contact 
Tracing Application to encourage its workforce to download the application on a 
voluntary basis when it becomes available. 
- ASD is involved in assessing the security of the Contact Tracing Application. 

Recruiting and ab initio training 
It is important to keep recruitment activity underway for as long as possible within 
existing guidelines set out by the Government, as new recruits will be important to 
minimise the impact of this pandemic on Defence readiness and availability. 
Defence Force Recruitment is using online services to enable recruitment to 
continue and has implemented screening processes prior to face-to-face interaction. 
- Candidates have been deferred entry if they declare symptoms of COVID-19. 
Recruit training is currently continuing with COVID-19 measures in place.

ADF use of personal protective equipment (PPE)
On the use of PPE, Defence is following the guidelines of the Department of Health, 
which is that only personnel in frequent and close contact with suspected or 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 need to wear PPE. As a finite resource, it is 
important to preserve PPE for use of health professionals who meet this threshold. 
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Brief cleared by:  Kylie Bryant, A/Deputy Commander Policy and Communications 
COVID-19 Taskforce 

Date:  24 April 2020 
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Defence has directed all Defence Attaches to remain in place unless there is a 
clear or immediate threat. 
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