




is currently at ‘Watch and Act’ covering over 2000ha and designated the ‘Orroral Fire’.

A. EMBEDDED MEDIA: Nil.

5. COMMANDERS ASSESSMENT/ COMMENTS: Currently the aircraft requires specialist
inspection to confirm the time required to repair the damage. I expect we will have more
information in the next 48 hours. Current requirements to support the ACT RFS is able to be met
with remaining assets in the AO. The aviation safety investigation is commencing and will be
completed with specialist staff from 5 Avn Regt and 16 Bde as required. We will pass SIR’s as
the situation develops.

6. POC:  

NOTE. INCIDENT REPORT TYPE AND SERIAL IDENTIFIERS ARE TO BE USED AS 
FOLLOWS:

IIR- FOR INITIAL INCIDENT REPORT

s22s22
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PROTECTED 
KK-2-2

SIR - FOR SUBSEQUENT 

INCIDENT REPORT CIR-FOR 

CLOSING INCIDENT REPORT

IIR/CIR - FOR INITIAL AND CLOSING INCIDENT REPORT.

INCREMENTING LETTER DESIGNATORS (A, B, C ETC.) ARE TO BE ADDED 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE IR NUMBER FOR ANY SIR/CIR AFTER THE IIR.

THE INCIDENT TYPE PART OF THE SUBJECT TO BE CHOSEN TO BEST (BRIEFLY) 
DESCRIBE THE INCIDENT, AND SHOULD REMAIN THE SAME FOR ANY SIR/CIR.
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A40-014  AIRCRAFT INCIDENT IVO CANBERRA 27 JAN 20 

PAN PAN PAN ANGEL21  271356Local JAN 20 IVO CB  

Time From To Message 

1356 A21 TU Taipan 
Command 

Signal Message received from Angel 21 
A21 pan pan. Enroute cb in contact with atc. External 
fire damage to. Landing cb in 2 
No cas or anything 

1357 TTC A21 2A ack (on Signal) 

1403 OPSO CoS Message passed to  CoS MNRWTG 
1406 OC OPSO Aircraft on the ground at CB Pad A. Everyone is OK. 

Fire  
damage to rear left hand quadrant. EFS sponson 
mainly on left side but also some damage to the 
right. Paint blistering 

1410 S5 OPSO Grid given of the fire which was started by Angel 21 
S35 35.02 E148 54.42 Elev 1256m 

1415 OPSO CoS All above information passed. CoS will book accom 
for the DART Team and will alert the RFS to the Fire 
location and ACT AEC to direct any assets to recce the 
site. 

1416 OPSO Various  Quarantine actions carried out with respect to PEX, 
Ops  
Logs, CAMM2 etc 

1417 S5 All Angel 
Troop 

Blackout message sent to advise no external comms 
regarding work activities 

1417 TST Comd DART Team being stood up. Likely composition will 
be an Assessment team (names to follow) 

1417 SSM Accessing information from DASM on requirements 
post Incident such as Smoke and fumes, 
environmental reports etc 

1450 CoS OPSO Request for how we are tracking. CoS will speak to 
duty  
AVMED in Adelaide for advice and booking crew in 
for  
Smoke and Fumes 

1511 OC OPSO Update – crew in 34 SQN, will go around to Duntroon 
Med Facility for check up then meet back at 34 SQN.  

1613 CoS OPSO Retask of ANGL22 to Firespot IVO Canberra until end 
of endurance. Message passed to ANGL22, TST, SSM, 
Ops  
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A40-014  AIRCRAFT INCIDENT IVO CANBERRA 27 JAN 20 

1618 ANGL22 WU Richmond for Canberra with DART. Aircraft will 
overnight. 

1635 OPSO CoS Attempted to call CoS to inform that ANGL22 had 
departed and a reminder that we will need accom for 
19 and an Auth for Night Ops for ANGL22 

1640 OPSO 34 SQN 
Hanger 
Mangaer 

Hangerage secured for A40-014. Longer term 
hangerage will be sourced tomorrow. 

1723 OPSO ANGL22 WD Canberra 
 DFSB have declared a Class b incident no further 

investigation by 5 Avn tonight. 

1956 OPSO Crew departing for accom. ASR to be written and 
submitted In the morning 
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MS20-900105 
Background: 

At 1330h on 27 January 2020, an Australian Defence Fore� (ADF) Multi:Role Helicopter - 90 (MRH90} landed in 
a remote area of the Namadjl National Park, ACT while conducting ACT Emergency Services Agency (ESA) 
requested operations to enable access for emergency services personnel. Immediately upon landing, the 
aircrew identified a fire at the rear of the aircraft. The aircraft took off within 10 15 seconds as a result of the 
significant fire ignition around the aircraft. It is assessed that the heat generated by the MRH90's landing light 
started a grassfire: The aircraft returned to Canberra Airport and conducted an emergency landing where it was 
met by emergency services. The aircrew were assessed for injury and an initial damage assessment was 
conducted on the aircraft. No injuries were sustained by the aircrew. Further assessment of the aircraft was 
directed. 

A combined ADF and ACT Parks and Conservation Service (PCS) ground element was conducting Landing Zone 
clearance tasks approximately five kilometres from the incident site. These personnel were subsequently 
recovered from Orroral Valley to remove them from danger by a New Zealand NH-90 following the return of 
the MRH90 to Canberra Airport. 

The incident was reported through operational channels, to both ADF and ACT ESA. At 1330h, 28 January 20, 
CJOPS·engaged the ACT Chief Minister and ESA Commissioner ahead of an ACT ESA daily media briefing, but did 
not take part in the 1400h media conference under direction of OMINDEF. CJOPS was subsequently 
authorised to attend an ACT ESA-led media conference at 1700h at which the ACT Emergency Services Minister 
noted ADF involvement in the incident. 

Further detailed information was provided to the media at an ACT ESA media brief by Major General Ellwood at 
1430h on 29 January 2020. 

Key l_ssues: 

Reporting Tlmelines: The reporting processes for this event, from incident site through military chain of 
command to OM IN DEF, initially focused on the safety of the aircre'!V and ground elements, and ACT ESA were 
informed of the location of the fire as soon as practicable. Although it appeared likely at the time that the 
MRH90 caused the fire, this information was not immediately released to the public pending further 
investigation and confirmation.· 

Severity of Incident. The aircraft immediately raised an emergency a1ert, a Possibility of Assistance Needed 
(PAN). This is the second highest level of alert for aircrew. The aircraft was able to make a safe landing at 
Canberra Airport, and immediately shut down. The aircrew were Immediately referred for medical checks. 

The aircraft suffered-significant damage. An initial assessment was conducted on 28 January 2020. Detailed 
assessment and investigation is ongoing. 

The ACT ESA were made aware of the fire almost immediately upon occurrence and responded in accordance 
with their protocols. The exact location of the fire was provided to ACT ESA immediately on arrival of the 
aircraft at Canberra Airport. 

Focus of Reporting.The initial focus of action was on the safety of ADF and ACT PCS personnel remainlng in 
Orroral Valley, the status of the fire, its impact for local communities and potential ADF involvement in the 
incident. Subsequent technical inspection of the MRH90 indicated damage to the airframe was significant. The 
details of damage were reported through technical channels but were absent from advice to OMINDEF. This 
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- 1614: MSC Comms Advisor sends through updated TPs to CJOPS.
MS20-900105 

• Approx 1700: ESA media briefing - CJ OPS references TPs applicable to potentia, ca use of the fire.

29 January 20: 

- 1057: MSC Comms Advisor email to HQJOC asking if CJOPS is available for 1400 media conference.
Suggested Comd OP BA instead as he ·was in Canberra and could assume lead role.

- 1121: TPs sent to HQJOC to inform response to Canberra Times RFI.
- 1317: Email from Rotary Wing Task Group providing detail on sequence of events and crew actions.
- 1325: Phone call from Scott Bolitho (MECC) requesting COMD OP BA atteri�ance at 1400 ESA media

conference at request of OMINDEF.
- 1430 - ESA media briefing begins. Seven N�ws:, Seven· Prime, Win TV, ABC, Riot Act and Canberra Times

in attendance. Comd OP BA was asked about the incident, and praised the quick action of the crew to
avoid being engulfed in flame. Comd OP BA provided additional detail as received from the Rotary Wing
Task Group.
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