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“…documents relating to the drafting and approval of the Nature of Service 
Determination for the Strategic Reconnaissance Team deployment to 
Rwanda in July 1994.” 
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Under s 7(1), the following bodies specified in Schedule 2, Part I, Division 1 are not 
agencies for the purposes of the FOI Act: 

…

Defence Intelligence Organisation (DIO)… 

All Australian Government agencies are exempt from the operation of the Act in 
relation to ‘intelligence agency documents’ (for example, a document that originated 
with or was received from ASIO or ONA) (s 7(2A)) and ‘defence intelligence 
documents’ (for example, a document that originated with or was received from the 
Department of Defence and relates to the collection, reporting or analysis of 
operational intelligence (s 7(2C)). These exemptions also apply to documents in the 
possession of ministers (s 7(2B)). The exemption extends to a part of a document that 
contains an extract from or a summary of an intelligence agency document or a 
defence intelligence document. 

A document is conditionally exempt if its 
disclosure under this Act would involve the unreasonable disclosure of personal information 
about any person (including a deceased person)

Personal information information or an 
opinion about an identified individual, or an individual who is reasonably identifiable

 (a) whether the information or opinion is true or not; and 
 (b) whether the information or opinion is recorded in a material form or not

personal information

unreasonableness
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‘the
personal privacy exemption is designed to prevent the ‘unreasonable’ invasion of third 
parties’ privacy’
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