
 
 

 

Reference: BI6061565 

 

FOI 124/19/20 STATEMENT OF REASONS UNDER THE FREEDOM OF 
INFORMATION ACT 

1. I refer to the application by under the Freedom of Information 
Act 1982 (FOI Act), for access to:

“… in 2007, the RAN conducted a review of battle honour and campaign awards which 
included an investigation regarding the Battle of Sydney Harbour which occurred on 31 
May 1942 and 1 June 1942. I understand the investigation was undertaken via the 
Director of History in the Sea Power Centre. 
The Chief of Navy subsequently did not agree an award should be made for the Battle.  
As I am completing a research project of the particular RAN vessels that fought in the 
Battle, I would like to inspect the: 
Item 1: investigation report and submission to the Chief of Navy including any 
associated correspondence to and from him with regard to this matter, and any 
document setting out his consideration of the matter and his decision; and   
Item 2: as part of the investigation and submission, I understand consideration was 
given and action taken to propose awards or medals. Details of those would be of 
interest. 
I do not require personal email addresses, signatures, PMKeys numbers and mobile 
telephone numbers, contained in documents that fall within the scope of the FOI 
request. In addition, I exclude duplicates of documents, and only require final versions 
of documents.”  

FOI decision maker 

2. I am the authorised officer pursuant to section 23 of the FOI Act to make a decision on 
this FOI request. 

Documents identified 

3. I identified two documents as matching the description of the request. 

Decision 

4. I have decided to: 

a. release one document in full; 

b. deny access to one document under section 47F [public interest conditional 
exemptions-deliberative processes] of the FOI Act; and 

c. remove irrelevant material as referred to in the scope of the request in 
accordance with section 22(1)(b)(ii) of the FOI Act. 
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