
Freedom of Information Act 1982

‘I am seeking documents, namely:
   Any correspondence and/or complaints and/or directives regarding the Special Air Service    

Regiment’s (SASR) annual “Stirrers” parade, including an event known as the “Cock of the 
Year” award, between 1 November 2012 and 1 January 2017, and;

  Any correspondence and/or directives issued by and/or received by the Special Operations 
Commander Australia (SOCAUST) regarding the “Stirrers” parade and the “Cock of the 
Year” award between 1 December 2014 and 30 June 2017.’

Personal email addresses, signatures, PMKeyS numbers and mobile telephone 
numbers contained in documents that fall within the scope of the FOI request, 
duplicates of documents and documents to or from the applicant are excluded 
from this request.



(i)  to refuse access to an exempt document; or  

(ii)  that to give access to a document would disclose information that would 
reasonably be regarded as irrelevant to the request for access 

5.16 The test requires the decision maker to assess the likelihood of the predicted or 
forecast event, effect or damage occurring after disclosure of a document. 

5.17 The use of the word ‘could’ in this qualification is less stringent than ‘would’, and 
requires analysis of the reasonable expectation rather than certainty of an event, effect or 



damage occurring. It may be a reasonable expectation that an effect has occurred, is 
presently occurring, or could occur in the future. 

5.31 The meaning of damage has three aspects: 

i) that of safety, protection or defence from something that is regarded as a danger. 
The AAT has given financial difficulty, attack, theft and political or military takeover 
as examples. 

ii) the means that may be employed either to bring about or to protect against danger 
of that sort. Examples of those means are espionage, theft, infiltration and sabotage. 

iii) the organisation or personnel providing safety or protection from the relevant 
danger are the focus of the third aspect. 
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