
Freedom of 
Information Act 1982

“documents, namely all DCA directives and correspondence on administration 
and governance failings at the Special Air Service Regiment (SASR) between 1 
July 2014 and 30 June 2017.” 

Personal email addresses, signatures, PMKeyS numbers and mobile telephone 
numbers contained in documents that fall within the scope of the FOI request, 
duplicates of documents and documents to or from the applicant are excluded 
from this request.



5.39 When evaluating the potential harmful effects of disclosing documents that 
affect Australia’s national security, defence or international relations, decision 
makers may take into account not only the contents of the document but also the 
intelligence technique known as the ‘mosaic theory’. This theory holds that 
individually harmless pieces of information, when combined with other pieces, 
can generate a composite — a mosaic — that can damage Australia’s national 
security, defence or international relations. Therefore, decision makers may need 
to consider other sources of information when considering this exemption.

5.40 The mosaic theory does not relieve decision makers from evaluating 
whether there are real and substantial grounds for the expectation that the 
claimed effects will result from disclosure.
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