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What is Australia’s position on Chinese military basing in Cambodia? 

• We aware of media reports [1 July 2019} regarding construction of

military facilities in Cambodia by China

• Cambodia’s Prime Minister, Foreign Minister and Ministry of Defence

have publicly denied the reports.

• The Australian Government would be concerned at any developments

that could upset the strategic balance in the region.

• Australia has a strong interest in regional stability, security and

prosperity, and engages closely with our partners in the region in support

of this goal.
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Cambodia's Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn issued a statement on 17 November 2018 that the 
Cambodian Government will not infringe its constitutional prohibition on foreign military 
bases on Cambodian soil.  Cambodia’s Defence Ministry issued a statement on 17 November 
calling the Asia Times article “fake news”.  Front page articles in the Khmer Times and The 
Phnom Penh Post on 19 November 2018 also denied the Asia Times reporting.   
 
Cambodian media reported Prime Minister Hun Sen saying in a speech to Cabinet on  
19 November 2018 that he did not need foreign military to be stationed there, Cambodia’s 
Constitution would not allow foreign armed forces to be stationed in the country, and that 
Cambodia wanted to be friends with all countries. 
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Reports of future Chinese naval base 
 
Attachments 
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