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6. AAC USP. The current USP was approved at ref A, in conjunction with the 2017
AAC hat badge.  Regional USPs have emblems appropriate to their region, but the National
USP contains an emblem similar to the AAC Banner design with the Sovereign’s Crown at
the apex. The National USP is shown at Annex A.

7. Army Corps Badges. Annex B shows Australian Army Corps’ badge designs. All
have the Sovereign’s Crown depicted at the apex of their design, less the RAAEC who have
the Crown central in their design. None have the Rising Sun badge depicted within their
design. This makes the AAC, an Army formation, unique in its hat badge design. This is
inconsistent with the messaging and intent that the AAC sits within the ‘Army family’.

8. Historical link. Prior to the establishment of the AAC in 2001 (with a new badge in
2004) regions and individual units had their own hat badge designs. A large number of these
included the Sovereign’s Crown.  A cross-section of examples is included at Annex C.

9. Rising Sun. The removal of the Rising Sun from the AAC hat badge design does not
affect the perception that the AAC is part of the Army family, as cadets and volunteer Army
Cadet Staff wear the Army Rising Sun badge on the left side of their slouch hat, which forms
part of normal barracks and ceremonial dress.

10. Related changes. Any change to the AAC hat badge, should also be reflected in the
current blue AAC Shoulder Badge (‘biscuit’); replacing the Army Rising Sun with the
Sovereign’s crown, which incidentally aligns with the pre-1992 Shoulder Badge. A
progression of Shoulder Badges is shown at Annex D. The change also affects the design of
the AAC Collar Badges, which are in limited use within the AAC.

AAC Hat Badge 

11. Modification.  Replace the Army Rising Sun with the Sovereign’s Crown at the
apex of the AAC hat badge. A mock –up is shown at Annex E.

12. Requirement. The hat badge is only worn when Cadets and volunteer Army Cadet
Staff are in the barracks or ceremonial environment wearing the Hat Khaki Fur Felt (KFF).

13. Operating Environment.

a. Mission profile. The hat badge is worn to identify wearers as members of the AAC,
whilst at the same time providing the ‘Army-like’ experience for cadets and
volunteer Army Cadet Staff.

b. Integration. Worn on the Puggaree in conjunction with the Hat KFF.

(1) Colour. Bronze coloured (same as current AAC hat badge)

(2) Maintenance and care. Minimal. Should retain lustre without polishing.

(3) Size range. One size fits all. Approx 45mm (w) x 45mm (h) (same as current
AAC hat badge)

(4) Badge Attachment. Utilising two pins protruding from rear of badge (same as
current AAC hat badge).
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AAC Hat Badges, Banner and USP 

AAC Hat Badge 2004 AAC Hat Badge 2017 (Current) 

Duke of Edinburgh banner (AAC Banner) 
presented on 4 May 1970 

HQ AAC Unit Shoulder Patch 
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Progression of Army Cadet Shoulder Badge (‘Biscuit’) 

Since 1950, the Cadet organisation has worn a common Shoulder Badge.  This Badge has 
changed with the change of name (and organisation) of the cadet organisation as depicted 
below. 

               Australian Cadet Corps (from 1950)    Australian Army Cadet Corps (from 1992) 

           Australian Army Cadets (from 2001)         Australian Army Cadets (from 2017)
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communication and dealing with the information in the email may be a serious criminal offence.
If you have received this email in error, you are requested to contact the sender and delete the
email immediately.
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