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Purpose

K, To request you direct me to inquire into command oversight of matters raised in the
Afghanistan Inquiry Report.

Recommendation

2; That you direct me to inquire.

Key Issues

3. On 10 November 2020, the IGADF delivered to CDF the IGADF Afghanistan
Inquiry Report (the Report). The Report detailed IGADF’s inquiry into rumours of serious
misconduct by Australia’s Special Forces in Afghanistan. Some of the rumours potentially
disclosed war crimes. As a result of the Report’s findings and recommendations, separate
criminal investigations may be commenced against certain individuals identified in the
Report.

4, Chapter 3.03 of the Report considers the issue of Command and Collective
Responsibility. Although the Report found that commanders were morally responsible for the
alleged wrongdoing, the Report found no evidence that there was knowledge, or even
reasonable suspicion, at troop/platoon, squadron/company or task group command level, or at
higher levels such as Commander JTF 633, Joint Operations Command, or Australian
Defence Headquarters, that war crimes were allegedly being committed under their command.

5; The report refers to the indirect contribution of command in the context of otherwise
deviant behaviour. You have asked whether I can further explore this on the basis of the
material and knowledge already gathered in the cours/efo&eIGADF Afghanistan Inquiry and
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