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Good morning   
 
Thank you for your response however, MECC require the evidence to support RAAF have nil documents in scope. 
Could you please conduct searches using the search keywords provided by the applicant and, provide 
documentation required in accordance with the action required within the tasking.  
 

Cheers 

  
 

 
Freedom of Information Manager – Air Force 
Directorate Strategic Issues Management 
  
Website: Chief of Staff AFHQ – Freedom of Information  

  

 
 
IMPORTANT: This email remains the property of the Department of Defence. Unauthorised communication and 
dealing with the information in the email may be a serious criminal offence. If you have received this email in error, 
you are requested to contact the sender and delete the email immediately. 
 
 

From:   
Sent: Friday, 10 April 2026 11:18 AM 
To:   
Subject: RE: FOR ACTION: FOI Tasking ‐ FOI 1536/25/26 ‐ Request for searches ‐ Due COB Tuesday 14 April 2026 
[SEC=OFFICIAL] 
 

OFFICIAL 

Hi   
 
Air Force Media has not received any tasking relating to the 1966 Westall UAP incident during the period specified. 

  
 
It is possible that the  , but as it was never tasked to Air Force Media we have nil 
documentation regarding Defence’s response.  
 
Regards 
 

 
 

 
Deputy Director Media, Brand and Identity 
 
P:    

E   |  Group    
Directorate of Communication – Air Force   Russell Offices, RUSSELL, ACT, 2610 
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Due date: COB Tuesday 14 April 2026. Please note FOI Act timeframes apply. If an extension is needed, advise ASAP. 

  

If you have any questions please let me know.  
 

Cheers 

  
 

 
Directorate Strategic Issues Management 
  
Website: Chief of Staff AFHQ – Freedom of Information  

  

 
IMPORTANT: This email remains the property of the Department of Defence. Unauthorised communication and 
dealing with the information in the email may be a serious criminal offence. If you have received this email in error, 
you are requested to contact the sender and delete the email immediately. 
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OFFICIAL 

UFO 
UAP 

Searches 
Undertake a reasonable search on a flexible and common-sense interpretation of the terms of the request. 
Contact the MECC FOI Case Manager as soon as possible if the searches identify other areas of Defence that may 
hold documents. Seek assistance from Defence Archives (Information Access Unit - IAU) if applicable. 
Unless specified by the applicant in the scope, Defence does not consider drafts or duplicate documents to fall within 
the scope of FOI requests. 

Electronic records 
Including but not limited to: 

• Objective - DPN
o Provide search parameters used including dates and search terms
o Provide an Objective snapshot of the search as an attachment

Yes ☐     N/A☒ 
   Yes ☐   N/A☒ 
   Yes ☐   N/A☒ 

• Objective - DSN
o Provide search parameters used including dates and search terms
o Provide an Objective snapshot of the search as an attachment

Yes ☐ N/A☒
   Yes ☐   N/A☒ 
   Yes ☐    N/A☒ 

• Outlook (group mailboxes and individual email addresses including staff who may no
longer be in the area, and archived emails)
o Provide details of accounts searched

Yes ☒     N/A☐

• Databases e.g. DPAWS / PDMS / DPSMS (IG and ADFIS) Yes ☐ N/A☒

• Microsoft Teams Yes ☐ N/A☒

• Sharepoint Yes ☐ N/A☒

• PMKeys Yes ☐ N/A☒

• Aims Yes ☐ N/A☒

• Sentinal Yes ☐ N/A☒

• Contractor workforce Yes ☐ N/A☒

• Personal folders, mobile phones, text messages, Lync, Skype, WhatsApp, Signal or
other

Yes ☐ N/A☒

• Other relevant databases searched (please list) Yes ☐ N/A☒
Include details of databases searched 

• Any additional searches (please list) Yes ☐ N/A☒
Include details of additional searches 

Hard copy records (paper files) 
Including but not limited to: 

• In filing cabinets, compactus, and safes Yes ☐  N/A☒ 

• In Defence archives - Information Access Unit (not National Archives of Australia) Yes ☐  N/A☒ 

• In desk drawers, bookshelves, cupboards and offices Yes ☐  N/A☒ 

• In personal folders, notebooks and diaries Yes ☐  N/A☒ 

Additional Comments 

N/A. 

Search Results 
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Even if no relevant documents are identified, the FOI decision-maker requires evidence that reasonable searches have 
been undertaken.  
Complete all relevant sections, including if no documents found 

• Search Terms
Australian Story 

 
Westall 
UFO 
UAP 

• Number of relevant documents (excluding duplicates and drafts)

Nil 

• Number of relevant pages
Nil 

• Remaining documents captured by searches

Nil 
• If no documents are found

The request for comment referred to in the FOI was not tasked to Air Force Media. 

Additional comments 
Nil 

Acknowledgment of Search Results 

Search Officer Certification 
Searches 
conducted by 

Time taken to conduct searches (in hours): 
0.1 hours 
Date of Search/es: 
14/04/26 

Name:  
Position: Deputy Director Media, 
Brand & Identity – Air Force 
Directorate/Team: DCOMM-AF 
Group/Service: Air Force 
Digital signature:

Decision Maker Authorisation 
Decision Maker 
Acknowledgement

I confirm that I have undertaken, or caused to be 
undertaken, all reasonable searches for documents 
falling within the scope of this FOI request. 

These search returns have been detailed above, 
including time taken to complete the searches. 

Name: 
Position: 
Directorate/Team: 
Group/Service: 
Digital signature:

Point of Contact 
The point of contact for this document is Defence Freedom of Information Directorate. Further information and Guidance 
is available in Annex A. 
Annexes: 
A. Document Search Certification – Guidance
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1. Records, briefing papers, minutes, documents housed within the following
systems that include any of the following keywords, “Westall”, "Australian Story”:

· Defence Records Management System

· Objective

· Parliamentary Document Management System (PDMS)

2. Email correspondence (including attachments) sent from, received by, or copied
(cc/bcc) to the following individuals, that include any of the following keywords,
“Westall”, "Australian Story”:

Kind regards,

Defence FOI 1930/25/26
Document 4

s22



 
A/g Assistant Director Freedom of Information Complex & Sensitive
Media and Information Disclosure Branch
Ministerial & Executive Coordination and Communication Division
Department of Defence

For FOI guidance & information, please visit: Defence FOI

IMPORTANT: This email remains the property of the Department of Defence. Unauthorised
communication and dealing with the information in the email may be a serious criminal offence.
If you have received this email in error, you are requested to contact the sender and delete the
email immediately.
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