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AIR FORCE HEADQUARTERS
, PO Box 7902, CANBERRA BC ACT 2610 

BP7362475 

Mr

Dear 

AIR FORCE RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR AIR FORCE COURSE 
PHOTOGRAPHY

Thank you for your ongoing correspondence in relation to your request to receive copies of 
photographs of Air Force courses, for presentation on th org.au website. 

Air Force Headquarters have carefully considered your request in extensive consultation with 
our Legal team. In principle, we understand the benefit of what you are trying to achieve by 
collating a historical record. Accordingly, you will note that Air Force has assisted you on an 
ongoing basis dating back to your initial request in 2014, within the remit of what has been 
possible up until this date.  

However, unfortunately we are unable to approve your request for access to further Air Force 
course photographs, both due to the legalities of release in accordance with the Privacy Act 
1988 and the Archives Act 1983, and on the basis that coordinating your ongoing requests
would substantially and unnecessary divert resources from Air Force’s key operational 
requirements.

In examining your requests, Air Force Headquarters Legal staff have also identified concerns 
regarding the copyright policy displayed on the rg.au website and have 
raised concerns that there may be issues with infringing the Commonwealth’s ownership of 
the course photographs taken by the Australian Defence Force (ADF) or at the direction of the 
Air Force, as copyright protection is afforded under the Copyright Act 1968 for 50 years from 
the year in which they were made, or at the end of the year of first publication. To rectify this, 
we recommend that the org.au copyright policy is reviewed and updated to 
acknowledge that the Commonwealth has copyright over those photographs that remain 
within the 50 year release period using the © Commonwealth of Australia XXXX and 
annotating the year it was created. 

Subject to your action on the above, the ADF may then consider granting you a license to use 
the Air Force photographs still within the 50 year protection period and request that you 
complete the Copyright License from, which can be found via the following link 

opyrightform/, for submission to our office. Once this is 
completed and subsequent ADF licensing agreement approved, we also recommend that you 
update your copyright policy on your website to note that you have been granted a license by 
the Commonwealth to use these photographs.  
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Apologies – a longer response than originally intended, 

Regards, 
Rob Lawson 
DGHH 

IMPORTANT: This email remains the property of the Department of Defence. Unauthorised communication and 
dealing with the information in the email may be a serious criminal offence. If you have received this email in error, 
you are requested to contact the sender and delete the email immediately. 

From: Badgery, James AIRCDRE   
Sent: Tuesday, 11 April 2023 2:01 PM 
To: Lawson, Robert AIRCDRE  
Cc: ;  

 
Subject: RE: Advice - Access to RAD School Photographs at Point Cook [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
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OFFICIAL 

Rob, 

Regards, 

James Badgery AM 
Air Commodore 
Chief of Staff – Air Force Headquarters 

 
  |  |  | P.O. Box 7902 CANBERRA BC ACT 2610

IMPORTANT: This email remains the property of the Department of Defence. Unauthorised communication and 
dealing with the information in the email may be a serious criminal offence. If you have received this email in error, 
you are requested to contact the sender and delete the email immediately. 

From: Lawson, Robert AIRCDRE   
Sent: Thursday, 6 April 2023 4:12 PM 
To: Badgery, James AIRCDRE  
Cc: ;  

 
Subject: RE: Advice - Access to RAD School Photographs at Point Cook [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 

James, 

Regards, 
Rob Lawson 
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DGHH 

IMPORTANT: This email remains the property of the Department of Defence. Unauthorised communication and 
dealing with the information in the email may be a serious criminal offence. If you have received this email in error, 
you are requested to contact the sender and delete the email immediately. 

From: Lawson, Robert AIRCDRE  
Sent: Sunday, 5 March 2023 4:42 PM 
To: Badgery, James AIRCDR defence.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Advice - Access to RAD School Photographs at Point Cook [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 

 

IMPORTANT: This email remains the property of the Department of Defence. Unauthorised communication and 
dealing with the information in the email may be a serious criminal offence. If you have received this email in error, 
you are requested to contact the sender and delete the email immediately. 

From: Badgery, James AIRCDRE   
Sent: Sunday, 5 March 2023 4:36 PM 
To: Lawson, Robert AIRCDRE  
Subject: Re: Advice - Access to RAD School Photographs at Point Cook [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

Thanks Rob. 

All factors to be weighed up. 

Continuing to withhold the information from the public of official Defence photographs will also hit a time stamp of 
compulsory release at a given point. 

Regards, 

Badgers 
AIRCDRE 
COS AFHQ 

 

On 5 Mar 2023, at 14:42, Lawson, Robert AIRCDRE  wrote: 

OFFICIAL 

James, 
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Regards, 
Rob L  
IMPORTANT: This email remains the property of the Department of Defence. Unauthorised 
communication and dealing with the information in the email may be a serious criminal offence. If 
you have received this email in error, you are requested to contact the sender and delete the email 
immediately. 

From: Lawson, Robert AIRCDRE  
Sent: Sunday, 5 March 2023 1:14 PM 
To:  
Cc: Badgery, James AIRCDRE ;  

;  
Subject: RE: Advice - Access to RAD School Photographs at Point Cook [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 

, 

 
AIRCDRE Badger  

 
 

, 
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IMPORTANT: This email remains the property of the Department of Defence. Unauthorised 
communication and dealing with the information in the email may be a serious criminal offence. If 
you have received this email in error, you are requested to contact the sender and delete the email 
immediately. 

From: Lawson, Robert AIRCDRE   
Sent: Friday, 3 March 2023 2:45 PM 
To:  
Subject: FW: Advice - Access to RAD School Photographs at Point Cook [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 

, 
Please discuss when you have a few moments. 
Rob L 

IMPORTANT: This email remains the property of the Department of Defence. Unauthorised 
communication and dealing with the information in the email may be a serious criminal offence. If 
you have received this email in error, you are requested to contact the sender and delete the email 
immediately. 

From: Badgery, James AIRCDRE   
Sent: Wednesday, 1 March 2023 3:01 PM 
To: ; Lawson, Robert AIRCDRE 

 
Subject: RE: Advice - Access to RAD School Photographs at Point Cook [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 

Thanks . 

Regards, 

<image001.png> 
James Badgery AM 
Air Commodore 
Chief of Staff – Air Force Headquarters 

Email: 
  |  |  | P.O. Box 7902 CANBERRA BC ACT 2610

<image002.png> 

IMPORTANT: This email remains the property of the Department of Defence. Unauthorised 
communication and dealing with the information in the email may be a serious criminal offence. If 
you have received this email in error, you are requested to contact the sender and delete the email 
immediately. 
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I was contacted by Mr  for access to old RAD School class photographs up to 
1993. 

His contact email is . 

The RAD School ADF Liaison is  at   

If there are privacy concerns,  can provide assistance in due course. 

 
 

For your consideration. 

Regards, 

<image001.png> 
James Badgery AM 
Air Commodore 
Chief of Staff – Air Force Headquarters 

  |  |  | P.O. B  7902 CANBERRA BC ACT 2610
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IMPORTANT: This email remains the property of the Department of Defence. Unauthorised 
communication and dealing with the information in the email may be a serious criminal offence. If 
you have received this email in error, you are requested to contact the sender and delete the email 
immediately. 
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