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Departments of Defence and Veterans’ Affairs
Human Research Ethics Committee (DDVA HREC)
Application for Exemption from Ethical Review for the use of Non-Identifiable or De-Identified Data
This forms assists researchers in determining whether a proposed project qualifies for exemption from human research ethics review under Section 5.1.17 of the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (2025). The exemption pathway applies to specific categories of research involving the use of non-identifiable or de-identified information and where the criteria for exemption are met.
Please complete the form below and submit it to ddva.hrec@defence.gov.au. Copies of relevant supporting documentation, including organisational support and data custodian agreement should also accompany your submission.
Please note: Submission of this form does not constitute ethical approval or confirmation of exemption. The information provided will be assessed to determine whether the proposed activity meets the requirements for exemption from human research ethics review under the National Statement. Where a project is determined not to meet the exemption criteria, referral to an appropriate Human Research Ethics Committee (HREC) or other authorised ethical review process may be required.
Project Title:
	


Principal Investigator (PI)/Project Lead:
	



	SECTION 1 - PROJECT PERSONNEL *insert additional rows for personnel as required

	Name:
	

	Position:
	

	Command/Division or Organisation:
	

	Role on Project Team:
	

	Responsibilities: 
	

	Conflicts of Interest: 
	

	Phone:
	

	Email:
	

	

	SECTION 2 - PROJECT DETAILS
Please provide a description of the project covering the following points:
· Purpose of the project
· Nature of the data (including data source, all data variables and data security measures)
· Description of how the de-identification process of the data will occur
· Expected outcomes

	






	



	
SECTION 3 - EXEMPTION DECLARATION

	Please read the following statements and declare whether each statement applies to the proposed project. Your responses will assist in determining whether the project meets the criteria for exemption from human research ethics review under the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (2025) 5.1.17 - (a) (i) (ii) (iii).
 (a) the research involves the use of collections of information or data from which all personal identifiers have been removed prior to being received by the researchers and where researchers explicitly agree: 
(i) not to attempt to re-identify those with whom the information or data is associated 
Yes ☐      No ☐      
(ii) to take all reasonable steps to prevent re-identification of the information or data for unauthorised purposes or access to the information or data by those who are not authorised 
Yes ☐      No ☐      
(iii) that any sharing of any research data during or after the project will not create any additional risks of re-identification of the information or data 
Yes ☐      No ☐      
PI Name:                                                       Signature:                                                      Date:



ATTACHMENTS: 
· Evidence of Organisational Support  	Yes ☐      No ☐      
· Evidence of data custodian approval to release data  	Yes ☐      No ☐      
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