
Media

From: Henry Zwartz <Zwartz.Henry@abc.net.au>
Sent: Monday, 30 March 2026 1:04 PM
To: Media
Cc: Kathleen Calderwood
Subject: ABC News media request - US intelligence is concerned about the publishing of 

satellite images - Friday, 3 April deadline

⚠ EXTERNAL EMAIL: Do not click any links or open any attachments unless you
trust the sender and know the content is safe.  ⚠

Good afternoon, 

Henry Zwartz and Kathleen Calderwood here from ABC News. 

We’re publishing a story that reveals US intelligence is concerned about the publishing of satellite images by a 
Chinese AI firm. 

Sources in the US intelligence community say this has put the lives of US and allied soldiers at risk in the Middle 
East. 

The firm, MizarVision, has been posting imagery of US military positions and bases, including targeting analysis of 
air defence systems. These US sources have told the ABC that they consider this information has put the lives of US 
and allied personnel at those at the bases at risk. 

As we know, Australians are deployed in the region at a base that has been hit by an Iranian projectile on March 18. 

We have also discovered that this company published in real time the path and position of the HMAS Toowoomba on 
February 20, while it was passing through the Taiwan Strait. You would remember that about two weeks after that 
(March 4) the Toowoomba was involved in an unsafe and unprofessional interaction with a People’s Liberation 
Army–Navy helicopter in the Yellow Sea. 

In light of this, we’d seek comment on the following: 

 Are you aware of US assessments that satellite imagery posted on open source channels has endangered
lives? Has the US administration informed Canberra and/or the ADF of this?

 What is your position on the publication of sensitive satellite imagery of things like US bases, air defence
systems, and vessels, during a conflict, like the Iran/Middle East War?
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 Is the Australian government liaising with the US on protocols to keep Australians deployed in the region
safe, and have these discussions included issues around the publication of sensitive imagery online?

 Was the Australian government aware that Mizar Vision was publishing real time information about the
HMAS Toowoomba's movements?

 How concerned is the Australian Government that Mizar Vision was publishing real time information about
the HMAS Toowoomba's movements?

The same firm published tracking data of HMAS Toowoomba earlier this year as it conducted a freedom of 
navigation exercise in the Taiwan Strait. 

Our deadline is 6pm, Friday 3rd April. 

Thanks, 

Henry Zwartz 
Producer, ABC News 

We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the First Australians 
and Traditional Custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work.

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail. 

The information contained in this email and any attachment is confidential and may contain legally 
privileged or copyright material. It is intended only for the use of the addressee(s). If you are not the 
intended recipient of this email, you are not permitted to disseminate, distribute or copy this email or any 
attachments. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete this 
email from your system. The ABC does not represent or warrant that this transmission is secure or virus 
free. Before opening any attachment you should check for viruses. The ABC's liability is limited to 
resupplying any email and attachments. 
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Media

From: Media <media@dfat.gov.au>
Sent: Monday, 30 March 2026 1:45 PM
To: Media
Cc: Media
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] ABC News inquiry re publication of satellite images 

[SEC=OFFICIAL]

⚠ EXTERNAL EMAIL: Do not click any links or open any attachments unless you
trust the sender and know the content is safe.  ⚠

OFFICIAL 

Good afternoon Defence media, 

We have received the below request from ABC, as this concerns the ADF we believe it best sits with Defence. 

Grateful for confirmation of referral. 

Kind regards, 

 
_______________________________ 
Media Liaison Section 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade  

dfat.gov.au | X | Facebook | Instagram  | LinkedIn 
  m        m    m  m    V           

Â© Brooke Rigney-Lively (2024)
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Country throughout Australia, and their continuing connection to land, waters and community. 
We pay our respects to all First Nations peoples, their cultures and to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
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Alt E: media@defence.gov.au 

IMPORTANT: This email remains the property of the Department of Defence. Unauthorised communication and 

dealing with the information in the email may be a serious criminal offence. If you have received this email in error, 

you are requested to contact the sender and delete the email immediately. 
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Media

From: Media
Sent: Friday, 3 April 2026 10:09 AM
To: Henry Zwartz
Cc: Kathleen Calderwood; Media
Subject: RE: ABC News media request - US intelligence is concerned about the publishing 

of satellite images - Friday, 3 April deadline [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL 

Hi Henry and Kathleen, 

Thank you for your enquiry. Please see a response below.  

// 

The following statement can be aƩributed to a Defence spokesperson: 
Defence’s focus is always on ensuring the safety and security of our people, including those deployed on exercises 
and operaƟons.  

Defence employs a range of measures to keep our personnel safe, including working with internaƟonal partners 
where appropriate. It is not appropriate to comment on those measures.  

For operaƟonal security reasons, Defence does not comment on specific movements of its deployed personnel or 
assets. 

Background (not for aƩribuƟon): 

Middle East  

Defence is monitoring the security situaƟon in the Middle East and security arrangements for our people closely.  

As the Government has said, there is a Defence footprint of more than 100 ADF personnel across the region. 

As you report on these issues, we ask that media do not speculate on details of deployed ADF personnel, as this 
increases risks to deployed ADF members. The wellbeing of our people and their families is criƟcal and Defence asks 
for your cooperaƟon on this maƩer. 

HMAS Toowoomba Regional Presence Deployment 

HMAS Toowoomba conducted a transit of the Taiwan Strait on 20‐21 February 2026 as part of its Regional Presence 
Deployment to the Indo‐Pacific. 

For decades, the ADF has undertaken mariƟme surveillance acƟviƟes in the region, and does so in accordance with 
internaƟonal law, exercising the right to freedom of navigaƟon and overflight in internaƟonal waters and airspace. 

Defence does not comment on intelligence maƩers or operaƟonal details. Requests relaƟng to the acƟviƟes of 
foreign companies should be directed to those companies. 

// 

Kind regards, 
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