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ANNEX B to R27676170 
FEB 17 

 

Seventh annual wounded, injured and ill digger forum 

18 October 2016 

Army’s efforts to support wounded and ill soldiers return to work would provide valuable lessons 
for the Australian community, Minister for Defence Personnel Dan Tehan told a conference today. 

The 2016 Chief of Army Wounded, Injured and Ill Digger Forum in Canberra today focused on 
rehabilitation and return to work with particular emphasis on improving support and services to 
empower individuals and their families to lead their own recovery journey. 

Mr Tehan said the forum reinforced the Army’s commitment to supporting its wounded, injured 
and ill soldiers. 

“This event reflects Army’s ongoing support to its members who have been wounded, injured or 
become ill during service, and its determination to retain members through strong rehabilitation 
and retention practices,” he said. 

“It is important that all levels of the army can come together and discuss how we can better support 
our wounded and ill personnel to help them recover and continue to make a contribution to the 
ADF. 

“Activities such as the Wounded, Injured and Ill Digger Forum contribute to the ongoing 
development and refinement of Army’s support for members and their families. 

“The best practice developed by Army can help other organisations improve how they get their 
injured and sick people back to work.” 

The forum is part of the Army’s Support to Wounded, Injured and Ill Program which was 
established in 2008 to meet the needs of personnel returning from operational deployments in East 
Timor, Iraq and Afghanistan. 
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