
RAAF Base Wagga Remediation Update
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• In 2025, Defence 

completed remediation of 

the Fire Extinguisher 

Training Pad (FTP), the 

Former Fire Station and 

the Fire Station wash bay.

• The objective of the 

remediation was to reduce 

PFAS discharges in 

stormwater and sewer 

from the base, stormwater 

discharges to the Gumly 

Gumly Wetland and 

sewage discharges from 

the base to the Forest Hill 

Sewage Treatment Plant.

• Soil and other PFAS 

contaminated materials 

were removed and 

transported off-site to 

licensed facilities for 

treatment and disposal.

• A legacy underground 

diesel storage tank was 

also removed.

Removal of wastewater collection tanks Decommissioning monitoring wells Completion of remediation works

Replacement of 

stormwater pipes

Replacement of 

oil/water separator



RAAF Base Wagga Ongoing Monitoring Results – April 2024 to February 2025 

Summary

• PFAS have been detected in new 

monitoring wells installed by Defence 

between Marshalls Creek and the Riverina 

Water drinking water bores. 

• The highest PFAS concentrations in 

groundwater were detected in Gumly 

Gumly wetlands and adjacent to Marshalls 

Creek, and within Marshalls Creek for 

surface water.

• No exceedances of drinking water 

guidelines were detected for any of the 

drinking water supply bores or the 

Murrumbidgee River intake location. 

• The Wagga Wagga drinking water supply 

is safe. 

Sample type Summary of findings 

Groundwater

79 samples collected 

from 57 locations

• PFAS in groundwater were similar to previous results. The highest PFAS 

concentrations were detected in the Gumly Gumly Wetland or at locations 

adjacent to Marshalls Creek.

• New monitoring wells have been installed further to the west of the existing 

network, between Marshalls Creek and Riverina Water extraction bores. 

PFAS has been detected within the new wells at concentrations exceeding 

drinking water guidelines.

• There has not been any exceedance of drinking water guidelines within 

any of the drinking water supply bores sampled. The drinking water is safe 

to drink.

Surface water 

33 samples collected   

from 17 locations 

• PFAS in surface water were similar to previous results.

• Concentrations exceeding drinking water guidelines were detected from 

the base boundary and drainage line, Marshalls Creek and Forest Hill 

Sewage Treatment Plant.

• Samples from the Riverina Water drinking water intake at the 

Murrumbidgee River were below drinking water guidelines. 

Groundwater sampling RAAF Base Wagga Groundwater samplingSurface water sampling Murrumbidgee River



Remediation 

works completed

2020

Remediation 

Action Plan 

completed 

2022 2023

RAAF Base Wagga Program Timeline 

2017 – 2019 2020 - 2021

Remediation 

Options 

Assessment 

completed 

Detailed site 

investigation, human 

health, and ecological 

risk assessments 

undertaken

Additional monitoring 

wells near East Wagga 

borefield installed

Post remediation 

PFAS movement 

assessment 

commenced 

Ongoing Monitoring 

Plan and PFAS 

movement assessment 

commenced 

2023

Ongoing

May 2025

May 

2025

Ongoing 

monitoring 

and reporting

Project Governance 

Group with Riverina

Water, Wagga Wagga

City Council and NSW 

agencies formed

PFAS movement 

assessment 

completed

2025 onwards
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PFAS Ongoing Monitoring Results – RAAF Base Wagga – Groundwater (Cowra)

Data sources: Jacobs 2025, Department of
Customer Service 2025
Basemap: Metromaps 2025
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PFAS Ongoing Monitoring Results – RAAF Base Wagga – Groundwater (Upper Lachlan)

Data sources: Jacobs 2025, Department of
Customer Service 2025
Basemap: Metromaps 2025

Scale:  1:17,000  @  A0
GDA2020 MGA Zone 55
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PFAS Ongoing Monitoring Results – RAAF Base Wagga – Groundwater (Lower Lachlan)

Data sources: Jacobs 2025, Department of
Customer Service 2025
Basemap: Metromaps 2025

Scale:  1:17,000  @  A0
GDA2020 MGA Zone 55
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PFAS Ongoing Monitoring Results – RAAF Base Wagga - Surface Water

Data sources: Jacobs 2025, Department of
Customer Service 2025
Basemap: Metromaps 2025

Scale:  1:17,000  @  A0
GDA2020 MGA Zone 55
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