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Event Brief 

Commissioning Ceremony of RKS Tobwaan Mainiku 
EVENT DETAILS 

 
9.50am – 12.00pm 
Commissioning Ceremony of RKS Tobwaan Mainiku  
(Tob-wan MY-ni-koo) 
Delta Wharf, Betio Port 
[Handling note: In the event that the boat is unable to berth 
alongside, it will be moved to the Kiribati Port Authority wharf] 
 
Minister’s Role:  
You will be Australia’s representative at the commissioning ceremony of 
Kiribati’s second Australian-gifted Guardian class Patrol Boat.  
 
You will deliver a speech, an opportunity to reaffirm Australia’s 
commitment to Kiribati’s maritime security. You will also tour the boat, 
giving you an opportunity to engage with the Commanding Officer and 
crew.  
 
The event will conclude with refreshments. This is an opportunity to 
engage with dignitaries (including ministers) and attendees in a more 
informal setting. 
 
Has Minister met with this person/organisation in the past? Yes. 
You met Dr Toatu (Tow-atu) in Melbourne on 22 September 2023. 
 
Dress: Business attire.  
 
Setup: This is an outdoor event. Chairs and marquees will be set up on 
the wharf in front of the boat. You will be seated for the official program 
and invited to the lectern to deliver a speech with a handheld 
microphone. The refreshments will be buffet style and you will be called 
to serve yourself before returning to your chair to eat.  
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Australian High Commission Official Opening 
EVENT DETAILS 

 
3.30pm – 5.30pm 
Australian High Commission Official Opening 
Bairiki, Tarawa 
 
Minister’s Role:  
You will formally open the new Australian High Commission chancery. 
The chancery was completed in June 2024, but has not been officially 
opened. 
 
You will deliver a speech, an opportunity to reinforce Australia’s enduring 
commitment to Kiribati. You will also jointly cut the ribbon with the 
Honourable Vice President Teuea Toatu (Teh-where Tow-atu).  
 
The event will conclude with refreshments. This is an opportunity to 
engage with dignitaries (including ministers) and attendees in a more 
informal setting. 
 
Has Minister met with this person/organisation in the past? Yes. 
You met Dr Toatu (Tow-atu) in Melbourne on 22 September 2023. 
 
Dress: Business attire. 
 
Setup: This will be an outdoor event. Chairs and marquees will be set up 
out the front of the chancery. You will be seated for the official program 
and invited to the lectern to deliver a speech with a handheld 
microphone. The refreshments will be a buffet style and you will be 
called to serve yourself before mingling with the guests.  
 
Attendees:  
Host and MC: Her Excellency Karen Bray, Australian High Commissioner 
to Kiribati 
Senior Government Representative: Dr Teuea Toatu  
(Teh-where Tow-atu). 
Telephone  
Other key VIPs: TBC 
Australians living in Kiribati will be invited to this event. There are 
approximately 20-30 Australians in country. 
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Contact: 
 

 Deputy High Commissioner  
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Key Messages 
I would like to acknowledge the important guests here today.  
. Honourable Vice President 
. Honourable Speaker of Parliament 
. Other Honourable Ministers 
. Moderator of the Kiribati Uniting Church 
. Unimwaane (oo-ni-mah-neh) (Elders) of Bairiki 
. Diplomatic corps 
. Ladies and gentleman 
 
KAM NA BANE NI MAURI (kam nah beh-neh ni mao-ri) 
 
. I am delighted to be here in Tarawa, at the start of the new year, to 

open the new Australian High Commission premises in Kiribati.  
. The milestone today has been many years in the making 

− It started in 2018, with a vision to provide an enduring and  
fit-for-purpose Australian presence in Kiribati 

− There were a few bumps along the way, but we persevered and 
now we are all here today. 

. Australia’s partnership with Kiribati is longstanding  
− Diplomatic relationships were established in 1979, and Australia 

was one of the first countries to do so 
− Our partnership has been nurtured on a foundation of 

cooperation, shared interests and mutual respect 
− With our new High Commission, Australia is even better placed 

to continue growing and enhancing the already strong  
Kiribati-Australia partnership. 

. This new chancery – as well as the broader property project which 
includes eight staff residences and a new  
Australian High Commissioner’s residence – represents a significant 
investment 
− It symbolises the importance Australia places on our 

partnership with Kiribati. 
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. Earlier today, I participated in the commissioning of Kiribati’s second 
Guardian-class Patrol Boat – the RKS Tobwaan Mainiku  
(Tob-wan My-ni-koo) which was delivered by Australia 
− the RKS Tobwaan Mainiku (Tob-wan My-ni-koo), along with its 

sister vessel the RKS Teanoi II (Tee-ah-noy Two), will support 
Kiribati and Australia’s ambition for a peaceful, stable and 
prosperous Pacific region 

− it is just one thread of the many strands of cooperation and 
collaboration being delivered by the team at the  
Australian High Commission in Kiribati, working from the 
building behind me. 

. Australia’s cooperation with Kiribati is extensive – it touches every 
island and every sector  
− we are proud to underpin the education sector, including 

through the construction of 28 primary schools across Kiribati 
− we are supporting quality employment opportunities, through 

skills development, tertiary scholarships and labour mobility 
pathways 

− our investments in transformational infrastructure – for your 
roads, ports and airports – are supporting the prosperity of 
Kiribati and its people.  

. These are just a few of the many examples of partnership between 
Kiribati and Australia. 

. We would not be at this milestone today without the support and 
contributions from those who have assisted with our property project 
− I want to thank those from the Government of Kiribati who have 

played a role, including those from  
: the Ministry of Infrastructure and Sustainable Energy and  
: the Ministry of Environment, Lands and 

Agricultural Development. 
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. It is from this building that we will continue to work, with commitment 
and energy, to deepen the Kiribati-Australia partnership 
− through our substantial development assistance program, our 

security cooperation and our people-to-people links. 
. Let this new High Commission building be a symbol of Australia's 

enduring commitment to Kiribati for decades to come.  
 
KAM RABWA (kam-rabbah) 
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Meet and greet with DFAT and Defence Staff at Chancery 
EVENT DETAILS 

 
2.40pm - 3.30pm 
Meet and greet with DFAT and Defence Staff at Chancery 
 
Minister’s Role:  
This is an informal event. The running order can be adapted if the 
program is behind schedule, or if additional time for Australia-based 
business is required. 
 
This event is an opportunity for you to speak with staff (DFAT and 
Defence) working in Kiribati. You may wish to make short, informal 
remarks thanking everyone for their contributions. 
 
It is also an opportunity for you to familiarise yourself with the new 
chancery, should you wish to, ahead of the official opening (there will be 
a tour during the opening). 
 
You may wish to participate in a simple group song and dance with staff. 
This song and dance (Ongo te bwana) is often used to welcome guests 
and to celebrate a gathering.  

 
 
An office at the chancery will also be available if required for  
Australia-based business. 
 
Has Minister met with this person/organisation in the past? No 
 
Dress: Business Attire 
 
Setup: Everyone will be standing at a location outside 
 
Attendees:  
Ms Karen Bray, High Commissioner to Kiribati 
DFAT  
Defence  
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Key Messages 
Informal remarks to Australian and locally engaged staff inquiring about 
their role and thanking them for their work.  
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Official Reception 
EVENT DETAILS 

 
6.30pm - 8.30pm  
Official Reception 
President’s State Guest House [TBC] 
 
Minister’s Role:  
You will be the guest of honour at an Official Reception hosted by the 
Honourable Vice President Teuea Toatu (Teh-where Tow-atu) [TBC]. 
You will make a speech, exchange a gift and may be invited to dance. 
 
The event will include a sit-down buffet dinner and is an opportunity to 
engage with Dr Toatu in a relaxed setting.  
 
Has Minister met with this person/organisation in the past? Yes. 
You met Dr Toatu in Melbourne on 22 September 2023. 
 
Dress: Pacific formal: casual collared, button down shirt, long pants and 
open toe shoes (e.g. sandals). 
 
Setup:  
This will be an outdoor event. You will be seated at the head table.  
When called upon, you will be invited to the lectern to deliver a speech 
with a handheld microphone. Your audience will be seated at individual 
tables facing you. The meal will be a buffet style and you will be called to 
serve yourself before returning to the table to eat.  
 
Attendees:  
Host and Senior Government Representative:  
Vice President and Minister for Finance and Economic Development,  
Dr Teuea Toatu (Teh-where Tow-atu). 
Telephone  
Other key VIPs: [TBC] 
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Key Messages 
. Can I begin by thanking you, Honourable Vice President, for your 

warm sentiments and for your gracious hospitality tonight and 
throughout my visit to your beautiful island home.   

. I also want to acknowledge the other distinguished guests here 
tonight: 
− Honourable Ministers and their good spouses 
− Honourable Speaker of the Parliament and his good spouse 
− Honourable Chief Justice and her good spouse 
− Religious and local government leaders 
− Members of the diplomatic corps 

 

Kam na bane ni mauri [kam nah beh-neh nee mao-ree] 

 

. It is my great privilege to be here with you and once again 
experience the hospitality of i-Kiribati culture. 

. 

. 

. As Parliamentary Secretary, I had the pleasure of visiting Kiribati 
twice – in 2010 and 2011 – before returning again in 2022. During 
those visits, I had the opportunity to see some of the Australian 
funded projects in Kiribati. I saw firsthand the challenges, but also 
the commitment from the Government of Kiribati and the i-Kiribati to 
develop their country. 

. Australia has been a steadfast partner of Kiribati. Since Kiribati’s 
birth as a strong, independent and sovereign nation, Australia has 
been there to support Kiribati’s own development vision. From 
1979 until now, Australia has invested more than AUD740 million to 
help Kiribati achieve its development objectives. 

. Australia’s development partnership with Kiribati is broad, it is 
extensive and it stretches across the vast distances of this large 
oceanic country.  
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. Generations of i-Kiribati children, in Tarawa but also on every single 
island in Kiribati, have benefited from Australia’s investment into 
Kiribati’s education sector. Our support has meant new classrooms, 
better trained teachers and the rollout of a new curriculum. 

. Australia is also pleased to support the next generation of 
i-Kiribati leaders to reach their full potential. More than 300 i-Kiribati 
– and I understand this includes many of you here tonight – have 
gained tertiary qualifications through the Australia Awards program, 
and over 60 are currently studying in Australia.  

. Kiribati has a clear vision of how to become a wealthier and more 
prosperous nation and Australia is proud to support you in achieving 
this vision. We have invested in critical infrastructure projects such 
as the South Tarawa Road and the East Micronesian Cable to 
improve internet connectivity. We have also committed to supporting 
the development of Betio (Bey-so) Port. 

. These are just a few examples of the many ways we are working 
with Kiribati to achieve your development objectives. 

. But the Kiribati-Australia partnership is much more than just 
development cooperation. 

. Our enduring relationships and genuine people and cultural 
connections link us as a community of nations with distinct identities, 
but with a common purpose and understanding. 

. The i-Kiribati cultural values of family, collectivism, consensus, 
respect, reciprocity and spirituality, resonate in dynamic and diverse 
multicultural Australia, because of who we are, what we share, and 
because of the region we are part of.  

. As Pacific nations, we share an ocean and a future, as custodians of 
the vast Blue Pacific Continent. We have a responsibility to protect 
and sustainably manage our shared ocean. 

. This morning, I was proud to be able to attend the commissioning of 
the RKS Tobwaan Mainiku (Tob-wahn my-nee-koo), the second of 
two Guardian-class Patrol Boats provided by Australia. The 
commissioning this morning builds on decades of security and law 
enforcement cooperation. It is a symbol of Australia and Kiribati 
working together as Pacific nations to advance our respective 
security priorities. 

. The Kiribati-Australia partnership is rich. It is diverse and it is 
enduring.   
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. Across the region, Australia has elevated our partnership with our 
Pacific partners – Tuvalu, Nauru, Solomon Islands and 
Papua New Guinea to name a few. These arrangements are 
transformational and nation changing.  

. Australia stands ready to further grow and expand our relationship 
with Kiribati.  

. Thank you again for your kindness and hospitality in welcoming me 
to your home. I hope to visit your beautiful country again soon. 

 
Kam Rabwa [kam rah-bah] 
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DFAT Country Brief 
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Defence Relationship Factsheet 

 
  












