
Ministerial Background Brief MS23-000638 

FOR: Deputy Prime Minister 

INFO: Minister for Defence Industry 

CC: SEC CDF, VCDF, ASSOCSEC, FASMECC 

DEFENCE ADVICE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY, SCIENCE AND RESOURCES ON PSIQUANTUM 
PROPOSAL FOR QUANTUM COMPUTER 

Key Issues: 
Defence Science and Technology Group (DSTG) has provided advice to the Department of Industry, 
Science and Resources (DISR) that the technology risk associated  received 
from PsiQuantum to establish a quantum computing facility . 

Media Considerations: 
Defence does not anticipate any media attention on this matter. 

Minister comments: 

Cleared by: Professor Emily Hilder 
Acting Chief Defence Scientist  
Defence Science and Technology Group 

Contact Officer: Dr David Kershaw 
Chief Science Strategic Planning and Engagement 
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Sensitivity: Yes. 

DSTG has provided an initial assessment of the PsiQuantum proposal.  
 

DSTG advice  

Financial Impacts: No. 

Systems/legislation/deregulation: No. 

Consultation: Yes. 

 Manager, Technology and Digital Division, Department of Industry, Science and 
Resources. 

Air Commodore Matt Hegarty, Acting First Assistant Secretary, Strategic Policy, Strategic Policy and 
Industry Group 

Dr Clare Murphy, Assistant Secretary Defence Capability and Innovation, Strategic Policy and Industry 
Group.  

Attachments: 

Attachment A 

Attachment B MB23-000209: Defence advice to DISR on PsiQuantum Proposal. 
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Ministerial Background Brief MS23-000209 

 

FOR: Deputy Prime Minister 

INFO: Minister for Defence Industry 

CC: Secretary, CDF, VCDF, Associate Secretary, FASMECC 

DEFENCE ADVICE TO DISR ON PSIQUANTUM PROPOSAL 

Key Issues: 
Defence Science and Technology Group (DSTG) is providing advice to the Department of Industry, Science 
and Resources (DISR) on the technology risk associated received from 
PsiQuantum to establish a quantum computing facility in Queensland. 

Media Considerations: 
Defence does not anticipate any media attention on this matter. 

Minister comments: 

Cleared by: Professor Tanya Monro AC 
Chief Defence Scientist  
Defence Science and Technology Group 

 
Contact Officer: Dr David Kershaw 

Chief Science Strategic Planning and Engagement 
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Sensitivity: Yes. 

1. DISR have requested that the Technology Risk Assessment advice be provided by 
. This may be impacted if access to technical information from PsiQuantum on the

proposed technology solution and development plan is delayed.
2. The PsiQuantum technology risk assessment creates a precedent case for consideration. 

Financial Impacts: No. 

Systems/legislation/deregulation: No. 

Consultation: Yes. 

3. Manager, Technology and Digital Division, Department of Industry, Science and
Resources.
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