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A document is conditionally exempt if its disclosure under this Act would involve the 
unreasonable disclosure of personal information about any person (including a 
deceased person).  

26. 
1988 (Cth). The Guidelines provide that: 

6.128 Personal information means information or an opinion about an identified 
individual, or an individual who is reasonably identifiable: 

(a)  whether the information or opinion is true or not 

(b)  whether the information or opinion is recorded in a material form or not. 

27. I found that the documents contain personal information of persons who are not the 
applicant. This includes their names, email addresses and phone numbers, which would 
reasonably identify them as a third party. 

28. In my assessment of whether the disclosure of the personal information is 
unreasonable, I considered the following factors in accordance with section 47F(2): 

a.  the extent to which the information is well known 

b.  whether the person to whom the information relates is known to be (or to have been) 
associated with the matters dealt with in the document 

c.  the availability of the information from publicly accessible sources 

d.  any other matters that the agency or Minister considers relevant. 

29. In view of the above, I note that the identified personal information is not widely 
known to be associated with the matters dealt with in the documents nor readily available 
from publicly accessible sources. The release of this information could also be reasonably 
expected to cause harm to their privacy. 

30. Accordingly, I am satisfied that the relevant information is conditionally exempt 
under section 47F of the FOI Act. 

Public interest considerations - section 47E(d) and 47F 

31. Section 11A(5) of the FOI Act states: 

The agency or Minister must give the person access to the document if it is 
conditionally exempt at a particular time unless (in the circumstances) access to the 
document at that time would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest.  

32. I have considered the factors favouring disclosure as set out in section 11B(3) 
[factors favouring access] of the FOI Act. The relevant factors being whether access to the 
document would: 

(a) promote the objects of this Act (including all the matters set out in 
sections 3 and 3A) 

(b) inform debate on a matter of public importance 

(c) promote effective oversight of public expenditure. 








