
Order of the Day 
For the awarding of the Victoria Cross for Australia to 

Corporal Benjamin Roberts-Smith 

I am immensely proud to inform you that Corporal Benjamin Roberts-Smith, from the Special Air 
Service Regiment, Australian Army, was yesterday presented the Victoria Cross for Australia by Her 
Excellency the Governor-General, Ms Quentin Bryce, “for the mo
circumstances of extreme peril as a Patrol Second-in-Command,
Group on Operation SLIPPER” on the 11th of June 2010. 

In choosing to serve our nation, I believe that you—all the men and women of the Australian Defence 
Force—display courage, initiative and self-sacrifice every day. However, I am sure you would agree 
that in Afghanistan on the 11th of June 2010, Corporal Benjamin Roberts-Smith went far beyond what 
we would ordinarily expect of ourselves and our colleagues.  

On your behalf, at the ceremony yesterday, I took the opportunity to thank Corporal Roberts-Smith for 
his valour and gallantry. I also told him that I was confident that his fellow servicemen and women 
right across the Australian Defence Force were united in their belief that his actions were worthy of this 
auspicious and extraordinary recognition.  

As I first indicated two years ago, within the military, it is traditionally a mark of the utmost respect 
that all, no matter their rank, salute a Victoria Cross recipient. It is a great source of delight to me that 
there are now two serving members of the ADF I have the great honour to salute.  

Corporal Benjamin Roberts-Smith, VC, MG, has brought great credit to himself, the Australian Army, 
and the Australian Defence Force. You should all take great pride in his investiture into this rare 

A.G. HOUSTON, AC, AFC  
Air Chief Marshal 
Chief of the Defence Force 
24 January 2011 
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AUSTRALIAN ARMY 

O BE AWARDED THE VICTORIA CROSS 

ORPORAL BENJAMIN ROBERTS-SMITH MG 

For the most conspicuous gallantry in action in circumstances of extreme peril as a Patrol Second-in-
pecial Operations Task Group on Operation SLIPPER. 
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TO BE AWARDED THE VICTORIA CROSS 

orporal Benjamin Roberts-Smith MG 
 Barracks, SWANBOURNE, WA, 6010 

For the most conspicuous gallantry in action in circumstances of extreme peril as a Patrol Second-in-
pecial Operations Task Group on Operation SLIPPER. 
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AUSTRALIAN ARMY 
 

COMMENDATION FOR GALLANTRY 
 

NAME OF HONOURS LIST 
 

CORPORAL BENJAMIN ROBERT-SMITH 
 
For exceptional service to the Australian Army in the field of Operations. 

 
AWARD [SEE DI(G) PERS 31-5 ANNEX B] 
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ANCE CORPORAL BENJAMIN ROBERT-SMITH 
a Street, Suburbia  VIC  3101 

 
For exceptional service to the Australian Army in the field of Operations 
 
Paragraph 2 - See DI(G) PERS 31-5 Annex B  
This is a brief summary of the citation on page one; (Up to Six lines in length) 
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