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FOI 158/23/24 STATEMENT OF REASONS UNDER SECTION 55G OF THE 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 

1. I refer to the request by  (the applicant), dated and 
received on 21 August 2023 by the Department of Defence (Defence), for access to 
the following documents under the Freedom of Information Act 1982 (Cth) (FOI Act):

“…copies of the flight manifests for all Royal Australian Air Force No. 34 Squadron 
Special Purpose (VIP) flights for which either the Prime Minister, or alternatively 
staff of the Prime Minister, were listed as passengers. 

The period of the documents being sought is from 1 March 2023 to 21 August 2023.

Excluded from this request are the names or other identifying details of Australian 
Defence Force officials.”

Background

2. On 17 October 2023, the OAIC issued a direction to make a revised decision under 
section 55G [revocation or variation of access refusal decision] of the FOI Act by 
8 November 2023.

FOI decision maker
3. I am the authorised officer pursuant to section 23 of the FOI Act to make a decision on 

this FOI request.

Documents subject to the section 55G decision 

4. I have identified 106 documents as falling within the scope of the request. 

Exclusions

5. Personal email addresses, signatures, PMKeyS numbers and mobile telephone 
numbers contained in documents that fall within the scope of the FOI request, 
duplicates of documents, and documents sent to or from the applicant are excluded 
from this request. Defence has only considered final versions of documents.

Revised Decision
6. I have decided to vary the original decision by:

a. partially releasing the documents in accordance with section 22 [access to 
edited copies with exempt or irrelevant matter deleted] of the FOI Act on the 
grounds that the deleted material is considered exempt under section 33 
[Documents affecting national security, defence or international relations] of 
the FOI Act; and 

b. removing irrelevant material in accordance with section 22 of the FOI Act. 



 

 

  

Material taken into account 

7. In making my decision, I have had regard to: 

a. the terms of the request; 

b. the content of the identified documents in issue;

c. relevant provisions of the FOI Act; 

d. the Guidelines published by the Office of the Australian Information 
Commissioner under section 93A of the FOI Act (the Guidelines); 

e. the Australian Federal Police Security Review; and 

f. advice received from Subject Matter Experts from the 
Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF). 
 

REASONS FOR DECISION 

Section 22 – Access to edited copies with exempt or irrelevant matter deleted 

8. Section 22 of the FOI Act permits an agency to prepare and provide an edited copy of 
a document where the agency has decided to refuse access to an exempt document or 
that to give access to a document would disclose information that would reasonably be 
regarded as irrelevant to the request for access.   

9. The documents contain exempt material and information that does not relate to the 
request.  

10. I am satisfied that it is reasonably practicable to remove the exempt and irrelevant 
material and release the documents to you in an edited form.  

Section 33(a)(i) – Documents affecting the security of the Commonwealth 

11. Section 33(a)(i) of the FOI Act states: 

 A document is an exempt document if disclosure of the document under this Act: 

(a) would, or could reasonably be expected to, cause damage to: 
(i) the security of the Commonwealth 

12. In regard to the terms ‘would, or could reasonably be expected to’ and ‘damage’, the 
Guidelines provide: 

5.16 The test requires the decision maker to assess the likelihood of the predicted 
or forecast event, effect or damage occurring after disclosure of a document. 

5.17 The use of the word ‘could’ in this qualification is less stringent than 
‘would’, and requires analysis of the reasonable expectation rather than certainty 
of an event, effect or damage occurring. It may be a reasonable expectation that 
an effect has occurred, is presently occurring, or could occur in the future. 

5.31  The meaning of ‘damage’ has three aspects: 






