


























AUSTRALIAN ARMY 
 

TO BE AWARDED THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS 
 

QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY 2012 
 

 MAJOR GENERAL ANGUS JOHN CAMPBELL AM 
 

For distinguished command and leadership in action as Commander Joint Task Force 633 on 
Operation SLIPPER from January 2011 to December 2011. 
 
Major General Angus John Campbell exercised operational command of a joint task force that, 
while mainly focused on Afghanistan, maintained an enduring maritime security presence, 
secured the Australian Mission in Baghdad,  

and fulfilled increased international engagement with a wide range of regional nations.  
Characteristically a steady presence, his leadership was strategically informed and campaign 
focused. 
 
Shortly before Major General Campbell’s appointment, Australia stood up a substantial 
commitment as part of the new Combined Team - Uruzgan to enable synchronised Coalition 
campaign delivery throughout Uruzgan.  The bedding down of the new team inevitably 
uncovered issues that required resolution and reversal, in addition to synchronisation with the 
wider counterterrorism campaign.  Through his visits and continuous engagement, Major 
General Campbell’s exercise of operational command ensured that Australian national 
expectations were met, that Australian forces were supported and operated effectively, and that 
benefits to Afghan society in Uruzgan Province were delivered and reinforced. 
 
Throughout 2011, the maturing of Afghan National Security Forces and governance, along with 
rapidly emerging trends in Coalition forces and campaign design, necessitated a dynamic and 
flexible approach to the operational environment.  Observing these trends,  
Major General Campbell initiated strategic consideration of the options and timelines and put 
sound arrangements in place to ensure the necessary agility for Australia to reposture rapidly in 
response to new opportunities. 
 
Under Major General Campbell’s careful influence, and his implementation of the regional 
engagement plan, arrangements to support the staging and sustainment of forces transiting 
through and operating from  have evolved substantially and are centred 
clearly on the needs of those forces to meet their various missions throughout the theatre.  The 
partnering within Australian forces and with both Coalition and  has 
proven to be a foundation of the task force’s current sound performance and has been remarked 
upon by many visitors and returning military members. 
 
Across the wider region, Major General Campbell’s efforts have achieved closure on  
Operation KRUGER in Baghdad, with final transition of security to civilian arrangements.  
Military engagement with regional nations has flourished under his encouragement with a 
resultant better understanding of the dynamic circumstances of the region which is central to 
Australia’s security and trade. 
 
Major General Campbell has melded a diverse task force conducting a wide range of operations 
in dynamic and uncertain circumstances.  He has been central to the task force’s capacity to 
handle losses in action.  He has advanced Australia’s strategic interests and abated substantial 
risks.  Major General Campbell’s distinguished command and leadership in action is in keeping 
with the finest traditions of the Australian Army and the Australian Defence Force.  
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For distinguished command and leadership in action as Commander Joint Task Force 633 
on Operation SLIPPER from January 2011 to December 2011. 
 
Major General Campbell led Joint Task Force 633 with skill to deliver significant advances in 
Uruzgan Province in Afghanistan, while maintaining an effective maritime security presence in 
the Middle East, and meeting a wide range of regional requirements.  His adept engagement 
with Coalition, Afghan and Emirate partners has delivered many benefits that have been, and 
will continue to be, critical to task force success.  Major General Campbell has, through focused, 
supportive leadership provided the task force with resilience and resolve to achieve the mission. 
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