Department of Defence
Annual Environmental Compliance Report 2020

EPBC Act Approval 2004/1458
Urban Operations Training Facility (UOTF)
Mount Bundey Training Area (MBTA), Darwin, NT



Table of Contents

1. Description Of ACHVILIES......ccouevuiriiriiiiieiccieeeeeeeie e 4
2. Coniifiens Of APPoE] oo o O S VLR 5
3. Correcting Non=Compliatees sssamsanmemmmais s smmampr s 14
4,  Wew ENVIFOMERIAL RISRE o cummimsn o scmmmsrsn s s s ossss mssms s s 5es st 14
Tables
Table 1 — Compliance Table........cccceoviriiiiiiiriiieiiicieeeee e 5
Document Version Control
Version | Date Approved by Details / Reason for Change
1 16 Oct 2020 M. Grierson draft for approval holder
2 27 Nov 2020 Taloni/Grierson feedback to proponents
3 30 Nov 2020 K.Taloni consolidate evidence/comments
4 1 Dec 2020 K.Taloni final for delegate signature
EPBC Act Approval 2004/1458 2

Mount Bundey Training Area Urban Operations Training Area, near Darwin, NT
Version 4 November 2020




Declaration of Accuracy

In making this declaration, [ am aware that sections 490 and 491 of the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act) make it an
offence in certain circumstances to knowingly provide false or misleading information
or documents. The offence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment or a fine, or
both. I declare that all the information and documentation supporting this compliance
report is true and correct in every particular. 1 am authorised to bind the approval
holder to this declaration and that I have no knowledge of that authorisation being
revoked at the time of making this declaration.

~ A » ‘n\\‘.\,
Signed Lo
Full name (please print) Amanda Ellem
Position (please print) Acting Director, Defence Environmental

Planning Assessment and Compliance

Organisation (please print including  Department of Defence

ABN/ACN if applicable) ABN 68706814312
Date 1 December 2020
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1. Description of Activities

The approved action involved the construction and operation of an Urban Operations
Training Facility (UOTF) at Defence’s Mount Bundey Training Area (MBTA) in the
Northern Territory to allow military training in an urban environment.

The project proposed the construction of an urban village setting, including a Central
Business District (CBD), shanty towns, a community area, a residential area, an
industrial area and open spaces. The original proposed schedule was for the
immediate construction of the CBD and access roads (Stage 1), with additional stages
to be constructed later as required.

The UOTF was booked by user units on 29 separate occasions between December
2019 and 27 November 2020. Of these bookings, 12 were booked specifically for
military purposes, and the remaining 17 bookings were all-areas bookings and sectors,
which included the UOTF. The UOTF was booked for contractor activities 15 times,
including one booking specifically for the UOTF, with the remaining 14 booked for
all-areas and sector that includes the UOTF.

Range Control Officers undertook post activity inspections around general repair,
maintenance and replacement issues, and outcomes after training activities. No
environmental incidents were reported for the training period between

December 2019 and 27 November 2020.

The construction and operation of the Urban Operations Training Facility at Mount
Bundey Training Area in the Northern Territory was approved under the EPBC Act
subject to conditions of approval issued by the Department of the Environment and
Energy (DoEE) (now Department of Agriculture Water and the Environment
(DAWE)) on 16 December 2005.

Condition 9 of the EPBC approval requires the submission of a certificate stating that
Defence has complied with the conditions of approval, by 1 December of each year.
This report provides compliance information for the period December 2019 to 27
November 2020.
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3. Correcting Non-Compliances

A non-compliance against condition 4(e) occurred for the approved action. This non-
conformance was identified using Defence’s standard procedures, including those in
the OEMP/HEMP for the UOTF.

The Estate Maintenance and Operational Services (EMOS) contractors did not
comply with the Bushfire Management Plan and over burned MBTA. Bushfire
Severity has not yet been calculated. It was reported as a bushfire incident via
TASMIS. Defence issued the EMOS contractor with a non-conformance notice
regarding Bushfire Mitigation Works at MBTA in 2020.

To address and prevent re-occurrence Defence:

1. Has increased remote surveillance via fine scale resolution fire scar satellite
imagery at MBTA as increased assurance over contractor performance;

2. Taken steps to improve Bushfire Mitigation Works planning by working with
the EMOS to improve veracity of the Bushfire Mitigation Works. Defence wi
also update the site level Bushfire management Plan in collaboration with
other stakeholders including neighbours and Bushfires NT; and

3. Defence will monitor, noting upcoming change to monitoring via the Land
Management Manual policy.

4. New Environmental Risks

There were no new environmental risks observed for the approved action.
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