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Declaration of Accuracy

In making this declaration, I am aware that sections 490 and 491 of the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act) make it an
offence in certain circumstances to knowingly provide false or misleading information
or documents. The offence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment or a fine, or
both. I declare that all the information and documentation supporting this compliance
report is true and correct in every particular. I am authorised to bind the approval
holder to this declaration and that I have no knowledge of that authorisation being
revoked at the time of making this declaration.

Signed Q@fb e,

Full name (please print) Amanda Ellem
i . AT : :
Position (please print) Director of Environmental Planning,

Assessment & Compliance

Organisation (please print including | Department of Defence
ABN/ACN if applicable) ABN 68706814312

Date , 22 December 2020
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1. Summary

The Cultana Expansion Area (CEA) project, comprising the expansion of the existing
Cultana Training Area in South Australia westwards from 50,250 hectares to approximately
209,294 hectares through the acquisition of pastoral leases, was assessed under the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (the EPBC Act) as
described in the Part 7 Referral submitted on 23 December 2009 (referral number
2010/5316).

A Public Environment Report (PER) process was conducted for the project in accordance
with Part 8 of the EPBC Act. The PER provided information about the likely impacts of the
project on relevant controlling provisions: nationally listed threatened species and ecological
communities (sections 18 & 18A) and protection of the environment from Commonwealth
action (section 28).

The CEA project was approved subject to conditions under Part 9 of the Act by the (now)
Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment (DAWE) on 5 December 2013.
Defence’s use of the CEA is also subject to the environmental management requirements of
the South Australian Government, made legally enforceable under a lease arrangement.

Condition 18 of EPBC approval 2010/5316 requires the preparation and submission of an
annual compliance report within three months of every 12 month anniversary of the
commencement of the action. The action commenced on 9 October 2015 and the first annual
compliance report was submitted on 9 January 2017. Subsequent annual compliance reports
are due by 9 January of each year for the duration of the approval which has an expiry date of
31 December 2114.

2. Description of Activities

The project involved the expansion of the existing Cultana Training Area (CTA) located near
Whyalla, South Australia. The expansion (known as the Cultana Expansion Area (CEA)
increased the total area of CTA from 50,250 hectares to approximately 209,294 hectares
through the acquisition of pastoral leases and the subsequent grant by the South Australian
Government of a Miscellaneous Lease for Defence Purposes (MLDP).

The expansion of the CTA fulfils the following objectives:

e employment of a wide range of Army and Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) individual
or vehicle mounted weapons systems and platforms;

e development of a combined arms training area of sufficient size to allow Army and
RAAF to train together;

e development of an all-weather training area of sufficient size that is easily accessible by
both Darwin and Adelaide Army units and can be used during northern Australia’s wet
season, during which Defence’s Northern Territory training areas are closed,;

e development of a training area to support the Army’s force generation cycle and
foundation warfighting requirements;

e individual and collective training that underpins operational capability;
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e development of a training area of sufficient size to allow training activities to be rotated,
and areas of land rested to facilitate sustainable use of the training area; and

e development of a training area sufficiently close to a fully equipped hospital to allow
personnel to be evacuated within one hour of a medical emergency occurring.

Since acquiring the land, Defence has developed a range of new facilities (fences, gates,
internal roads, camps, range control, etc.) and military training has been conducted.

The CEA is a key training area for supporting the pre-deployment training of Australian
Defence Force personnel. The expanded training area is expected to contribute to the
Australian Defence Force’s training needs for the next 75 to 100 years.

3. Conditions of Approval

Measures to address the EPBC Act approval conditions for the project have been
incorporated into the CEA Environmental Management System (EMS), Environmental
Management Framework (EMF), Environmental Management Plan (EMP) and
environmental management program for the site. These were formally endorsed by the South
Australian Government in March 2016 and guide the use and environmental management of
the site.

Condition 18 of EPBC approval requires the publication of an annual compliance report
within three months of every 12 month anniversary of the commencement of the

action. Defence commenced works at the CEA on 9 October 2015 with the first annual
compliance report produced on 9 January 2017.

This is the fifth annual compliance report for the Cultana Expansion Area (CEA) project.
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