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ISSUE/S OF THE DAY 

⋅ Defence is comprehensively responding to the Afghanistan Inquiry through 
the work of the Afghanistan Inquiry Reform Program, provision of support 
to criminal investigations, and by ensuring those affected are able to access 
the welfare support and legal assistance they may need. 

⋅ Defence’s response to the Afghanistan Inquiry is well underway.   

◦ Work completed to date includes addressing accountability for integrity 
in operational reporting, delivery of military ethics and ADF leadership 
doctrines, and development of training about the requirement to comply 
with the Law of Armed Conflict. 

⋅ At this time, 101 of the 143 Inquiry recommendations have been closed 
with respect to action required of Defence. 

If raised: What is the status of referrals for allegations of criminal conduct?  
⋅ All matters for consideration have been referred to the Office of the Special 

Investigator (OSI) through the provision of the Afghanistan Inquiry report to 
the OSI Special Counsel. 

⋅ The criminal investigations and any potential prosecution are being 
conducted independently of Defence.  

If raised: What action is being undertaken regarding command 
accountability?  
⋅ The Chief of the Defence Force has suspended his consideration of 

administrative action for command accountability until any relevant criminal 
processes are complete. 

◦ Suspending consideration of administrative action does not absolve 
commanders of accountability. It is imperative that any internal 
administrative actions do not risk compromising any relevant criminal 
processes. 

If raised: Will the Afghanistan Inquiry Implementation Oversight Panel’s 
reports be publicly released?  
⋅ The Afghanistan Inquiry Implementation Oversight Panel provided six 

reports to the former Ministers for Defence between February 2021 and 
May 2022. 
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◦ The public release of those reports was a matter for the former
Government.

◦ I [Deputy Prime Minister] will receive my first quarterly report from the
Panel soon after the end of July 2022.

BACKGROUND AND CHRONOLOGY 

⋅ The Afghanistan Inquiry was initiated in 2016 to determine if there was 
any substance to rumours and allegations relating to breaches of the Law 
of Armed Conflict by members of the Special Operations Task Group 
(SOTG) over the period 2005-2016.  

⋅ The Inquiry made 191 findings including credible information of criminal 
misconduct: the alleged unlawful killings of 39 individuals and two 
allegations of cruel treatment. The Inquiry also made findings in relation to 
significant and sustained departures from the ADF’s professional standards 
by the SOTG.  

⋅ Consequently, the Inquiry made 143 recommendations which focus 
on culture, command reporting, governance and accountability. 

⋅ The Afghanistan Inquiry Reform Plan, released on 30 July 2021, sets out 
the Defence strategy for responding to the Afghanistan Inquiry and 
provides an overview of the work already underway, the manner in which 
future work will be delivered, and the timeframes for the delivery of this 
work. 

MEDIA 

Date Outlet Reporting 

3 June 2022 Guardian 
Australia 

The Deputy Prime Minister was interviewed by Guardian 
Australia regarding the response to the Afghanistan Inquiry. 
It was reported the DPM said he is deeply committed to 
ADF reform and promised to keep parliament informed of 
progress. Similar stories were published by the Australian 
Associated Press and NewsCorp. 

Defence FOI 025/22/23 
Document 3



OFFICIAL 

QUESTION TIME BRIEF (QTB) 

TOPIC: IGADF Afghanistan Inquiry 

QB22-000192

3 June 2022 Sunday 
Agenda, 
Sky News 

The Deputy Prime Minister was asked when charges, in 
relation to the Afghanistan Inquiry, will be laid. In response 
the DPM did not provide a timeframe but committed to 
following the process through and said that there would be 
no stepping back as it is a “fundamentally important process 
for who we are as a people.” 
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