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(i) is in the agency’s or Minister’s possession but cannot be found; or 

(ii) does not exist. 

7. Paragraph 3.90 of the Information Commissioner Guidelines advises the kind of detail 
this statement of reasons could include to refuse a request under section 24A (l): 

…the steps that were taken to search for the document, including the dates as to when 
the searches were conducted, the search parameters used, the time taken to conduct the 
search and whether any relevant backups were examined… 

8. To ensure that "all reasonable steps" have been taken in this request, every reasonable 
avenue of locating potential documents matching the scope of the request has been exhausted. 

9. The offices of the Chief of the Defence Force and the Inspector-General Australian 
Defence Force, conducted searches on Defence’s electronic filing system Objective and 
PDMS, using multiple search parameters outlined in the scope. No documents were found 
matching the scope of the request. 

10. I am satisfied that "all reasonable steps" have been taken to locate the documents sought 
by the applicant. I am satisfied that the documents do not exist, and refuse access under 
section 24A (l) of the FOI Act. 

 

 

 

Mrs Joanne Groves 
Accredited Decision Maker 
Associate Secretary Group 
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