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The Ilnited Nations Youth Associati.on (UNYA) is a n;iti,onal organisation run by young 
pcoplc I'ur young ppcopic. Our aims arc to Ihcili~itc Ihc cxprcssion, cmpowcnllcnt and 
education of young people. 

This subn~ission i s  designed to provide an oppo~~un.i,ty lbr young peop1.e .to express lheit 
opinions on Defcnce and Nat.ional Sccurity Affairs. M.orcovcr it a 1 . l . o ~  Ocfcnce policy 
makcrs to cunuidcr thc vicws and opinions 01' Ihc young pcoplc who will cvcnnially 
inherir the infiastructurc; policies and internarional mnifications of today's decisioas. 

UNYA has previously made submissions to a broad range of Inquiries and Consultations 
including the Senate Inquiry in Ailstralio's Tnvalvement in Peacekeeping Operations and 
thc 2000 Dcfcncc Whilc Papcr Commtmity Consul.taticms. 

This submission is bascd on the responses for survey conducted of 119 young people on 
their opinions about dcfcnce issucs. Likc any demographic thc vicws of young pcoplc 
will emerge from dirfe~enl ideolvgicul simdpojnts however respoilses demonstraced a 
clear intercst amongst young pcoplc of dcfmce issues an policy. This submission is  a 
dislil'f iition on some of the more common views. 

Respondents to the survey were asked to rink "to whal: extent should the ADF be 
designed to undertake" different tasks. 
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This clemly dcmonstrales that the nature md relative importance of tas'h that we ask of 
the Al3F hns clisnged. 'l'lie Anl" ni~ist now be tra.ined and equipped ,I:n perform d more 
diverse mlge chf'tusks. 

'[he roles of the AtIF has diversifi.ed as ,we have begun to app~ciate the many pillars on 
which Australian security rests. The risk of Australia territory being attacked by another 
nation has not increa.se or decreased siibst~ntinlly since the 2001) Dehnce White Pqper. 
However the p u t  eight yeus have demonsrra.ted the dangerous variety of thrcats to 
Australian security; fr-orn ten-orism to SAI'IS. Defence will not be the lead agei-rcy in 
tackling many of these threats however having a tlexible and multi-skilled ADP: is a 
requirement for a thorough and considered national security strategy. 

The ADF must retain the ubility to defend Austruliun territory however we now demand a 
much \>roader' set of tasks from the ADF. As such, the policy that convzntionnl war 
should be the only detcrminant of forcc stnrcturc must be discarded. In its place is a new 
methodology must be implemented which critically assesses what capability is required 
to perfnmi each task in i t s  hroclner mission. 

What kinds of armed forces should we develop? 

If 111~ ADF is ru achicvc (hc bruadcr mission ii will nced 10 build a number of ncw 
e~pahi lilies and discard (1 uldaled practices. 

Pencekeeping and Peace huildirrg Capability 

Australia must build its cipability lo col~ducr pcacckccpiilg and building missions. Tllc 
myh lhese apcrarions will be able io rely on equipment and Lraining developed for 
convei~tional warfsre must be discarded. The N ) 1 - '  must adequately resource and train its 
soldiers fur all elements of its mission including peace operations. 

Contemporary Peace Opcrntions rcquirc a wholc-of-govcrnmcnt rcsponsc. The ADF has 
made sign.iticant improvemen~s in joint operations between the h e e  services, we must 
move towards integrating the mle 01- other government depmments into both doctrine 
and training. Joint cxerciscs including members of the ADF. AFP, DFAT and AusAlD 
should be regultu. I( is imperative that senior ADF members have deep understanding of 
the workings of Australian Govcrnmcnt. If our national sccurity infrastructure is work 
togcthcr, as highlightcd in the national security statement, they 111ust L T & ~  rogerller. 

Peace operations require the N ) F  to work extensively with local populations and Non- 
Government Orgmisi~tions (NCJOs). We must expand cur capacity to cagagc in Civil 
M,.il.itary Coopcration (CIMIC), Morcovcr WC nccd to cquip all ol'liccrs of thc ADF with 
a basic knowledge of CI M I'C practi~es wd procedures. 

Our capacity ,10 engage constructively with local populations and authorities increaser; 
with our skill in Languages Other Thun English (LOTE) and cultural awareness, Ow 
experience in En,st 'l'imor dcmonstra-1c.d thc. dcarth of language skills avail able amongst 
ADP' m,em ben. 'I'he ADP's capacity to train and rctdn LOTE skills must be improved. 



Many peace opmtions will take place in a multi-national and multilateral context. 
Intemper.dhil.ity musl be considered in the development of ~aclics, ,techniques and 
procedures. Mate,risl choices must bc aim to facilitate integration into multi-national 
lirr~rs 

Tile ADF mu.st continue to maintain units at a high stare of readhess so to have the 
abiiiry to rcspond quickly to incidents within the region. 

Coun ter-I nsurgency Warfare 

The ADF's recent experiences in Afghrulista~~ ancl Iraq highlight the importance of 
having a dcfcncc farce which is .s~nicturcd, equipped and trained to undertake counter- 
insurgency. 'I'hc operational tcmpo of the Commandos and SAS Regim.ent is currently 
unsus~ainable. We must move towtrds equipping cur light infidi~(ry to undertake tusks 
that were once exclusively task oiflSpccial Forces. 

Cnr1ntel.-Tns~lrgency is IIkcIy to occur in wban environments amongst civilian 
populutions. The success of counter-insurgency operations rests on maintaining the 
suppun of !he local populaliun, As sud~ Auslrali~ rrccds doclrine, twining a14 weapons 
designed lo discrjmit~atc between belligereilts and other ci.vilims. Our capacity to 
reconstruct civilian inliastructure in br~th low and high-intensity environments must be 
increased . 

'[he ADF alu~lg with other govenlmall depu~~n~enrs lrizlsr focus on buildirlg fhr: cap~~ i ty  
to win rhc 'battlc o f  ideas'. Our media liaison c~pahilici.es an J psyc.hologica1 csperatioils 
must hc gcarcd to presenting Australia and our ADF members in .the best possible light. 

Strategic Approaches 

The 2000 Defence Wliire Paper argued that no country has tht: "iutcnr or the ability" to 
conduct a full-scale invasion of Australia. Moreover a mai or attack on our in t ' ras~uctu~  
or population was described ss "crnly a remote pclssihility". Given these .assessments 
which arc cqually accurate roday, unnecessary importa~ce should not be placed on 
defending ari attack on Austrlim~ territory. 

Australia howcvcr, must reram the ability to darninale the air-sea gap in order to deter 
and defend any attack from nut north Maintaining an air combat capability edge. 
particular a wcl l-developed interdiction capuci ty remains important. However the 
capability to ~mde~lakc airstrikes deep into our region is of a lesser priority. Resporiderris 
believed that Australia should bc ahlc to mdertake this mission independently without 
large-scale suppolt from allies. Ln ordcr to do this we must retain our Intelligence, 
Surveillance and Reconnuisssnce (TSR) advantage over all other regional powers. 

What funding should Defence Receive 

Recpndcnt's demanded  he ADF undertake a broader mission however yellerally 
respondents were willing iirnd thc ncw capabilities required. Only 18.6% of the 
~ e s y ~ ~ l r l c n ~ s  ihuugh~ [ha[ Derence spending as a proportion of GDP should be decreased, 
of the rcmalndcr 50.4% though1 il shhould remain the s m c  and 29.2% believed il should 
increase. 



Mslny respcn~dents criticised the inefficient d1ocatio.n of cu~+a~t fZlnding however the 
accurate forecastiag of hturc defcnce funding was considered a beneficial program. 
I;ururc liinding, should be atlocated rcr gain ru retain a required capability. Alistralia 
should never rnise defc.nce funding rnercly bocause defcnce spending .hns increaed by 
other regiurral pilwsrs. 
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