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To: White Paper
Subject: SEC: UNCLASSIFIED WWW enquiry: Submission: 1. Strategy/International

Name: Alexander Davis

Submission: Australia neads a major overhaul of its naval and global defence 
procurement to make it an effective fighting force for the future.
Currently our home Air defences are week and we lack theater balistic missle defence.
We are procuring LHD's but they are seriously underarmed and are not going to be used 
to their full capacity.(And considering these will be the backbone of the Australian 
Navy i beleive that these should be improved to create an effective force) Their 
problems are:
-AWD escorts will not be sufficient(considering there will only be 1 available for 
each LHD) for complete air cover as they can only guard one side of the ship 
completely and will have trouble defending torpedos or "skimmer" missles from the 
blind spot(and considering the LHD only has 25mm cannons for minor threats it will not 
be successfully defended as one of Australias major millitary assests) There is only 
three of these vessels making an ineffective ammount, if we were to procure 4-5 we 
could have two strategic battle groups for overseas opperations with 2 awd escorts and 
1 reserve.
-The AWD's are perfect for opperation of F-35B Which must be looked at, although we 
have changed from a forward defence statergy the capacity to have a small fixed wing 
force overseas is a very good assest and extends the range of defendable australian 
airspace. This would also allow us give neccisary air support durring amphibious 
opperations which may assist in softening a landing zone. This wopuld also allow the 
LHD some Air defence in the use of these aircraft.
-The LHD's will have problems with large scale threats and shouldent have to rely on a 
AWD as these may be lost and should have a back up or secondary means of defence, I 
reccomend the installation of a CWIS,RAM(roaling airframe missle)or VLS to protect 
this asset, the cost of cutting this equipment will be higher than if we can 
effectively address the lack of defence and save us from loosing one of our most 
important investments.
-Australia should change its stratergy to include These "Battle groups" as an 
effective moble depolyable asset effective in dealing with many of the opperations 
that Australia neads to work with.
-Air Defence
Currently we have little in the way of Air defence or theater ballistic missle 
defence, we nead this as with overseas opperations we with our 30 air defence systems 
will not be able to cover what ground and naval assests we nead to.
We should procure a few patriots or land based CWIS to allow us to strengthen our home 
defence and deployable Air cover.
I would appreciate it if you do not agree with the modifications the the LHD and AWD 
plans that you could message me or talk to me about it: my email is: 
[email address removed]
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