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imternational taw, which if proved wouliod mave relegated the Rormeran’s
asurvivors  from the status  of prisoners mf  war  to that ot oommon
mivates liable to summary exEgution, Their motive in pretending Lo
fave been ol iczd as the Straat Malakks is thus  finally apoarent,
for, as Hermon @Gill pointed out,  the clain that the Sydney signalled
Ik, the inner letters of the Straat Malakba's secret callsign, 1is the
onily corroboration that they rould offer for the rest of their story,
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Te have been able to demonstrates  that the Sydney had gone through Lhe
full challenge procedure  and thus left Detmers  with no option but to
remort bo action  would also have removed his esposure to accusations
mf breaching  International Law  on & further count, namely,  thai of
Raving launched an unprovoked attack while still flying a false flag,
In his book  Detmers claims that  “Within six seconds of the order 1o
decamouf lage the first shot was fived from our Number One gun'; whiy he
srmuld choose Lo put quite such a precise time on this is apparent
from  the @gction Report, whose relevant entry reads: “Removal of
Wisouise; Dutch flag struck,  war flag flies clear from maln mast,
Time taken six seconds” —  in oither words, fe is making cat that he
opened fire wnder hisg own flaug, However, he bimself describes Lhe
process of decamowflaging thus:  “The ship’s rails {olded down,  the
Feavy camouflage covers fore and aft were whisked away; Hatches & and

4 opened up o reveal their guns, the Zoem anti-aivcralti guns  wers

raised, the torpedo flaps opened, and 211 Darrels and torpedo tubes
swunyg on to the target” - all this, fe invites us to believe, took
place 1in the spacs of siw saoonds Even Bunjes conceded during His

later interrogation  that it took  a fuli minute after the opening of

the plates concealing the Number One gun to get off the first rouwnd,

while another survivor guoted a time  of two to three mirdtes —  ardd
aven then, according to both Detmers’ Artion FReport and his Gunmery

Dfficer, the first salve fell short,
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Even though she was very evidently not at Action Staticns, the Sydmey
would still have had one of her  four gun urrets closed uwp, a fact
porre out by the consensus  among the Formoran survivors  that it was
mer ¥ burret  which inflicted &il the damage on them, and which would
Rardly have taken a full minute to get  a roursd off In arcer to
maximise the surprise of his attack, on which hung qis only chavce of

sscame,  Detmers would thus have had o re iy on his secondary armament




