
COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO THE LOSS OF HMAS SYDNEY I I 

Before The Hon TRH Cole A0 RFD QC 

Held a t  level 5,  55 Market S t ree t ,  Sydney 

Counsel Ass is t ing :  CMDR J Rush RFD QC RANR 
LEUT J Not t  l e RAN 
LEUT M Vesper RANR 

On Tuesday, 2 September 2008 a t  loam 
(Day 15) 

.2/9/08 (15) 663 
Transcript produced by Merrill Legal Solutions 

TRAN.015.0001_R



CMDR RUSH: Good morning, s i r .  M r  Ravenscroft i s  the 
f i r s t  witness, and LEUT Not t le  w i l l  lead him. 

<JOHN JOSEPH RAVENSCROFT, sworn: [l 0.05amI 

<EXAMINATION BY LEUT NOTTLE: 

LEUT NOTTLE: Q .  M r  Ravenscroft, f o r  the record.   lease 
8 

s ta te  your f u l l  name and your address? 
A .  John Joseph Ravenscroft . - 
Q .  M r  Ravenscroft, have you signed a s tatutory  
declarat ion in re la t i on  t o  your service in  HMAS Sydney? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  And you have provided t ha t  t o  the Commission o f  
I nqu i ry? 
A .  I have. 

Q .  Have you had an opportunity t o  read through tha t  t h i s  
morn i ng? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  And you ' re  sa t i s f i ed  tha t  i t  i s  t rue  and correct? 
A .  I am. 

LEUT NOTTLE: S i r ,  I tender M r  Ravenscroft's s ta tutory  
declarat ion. That appears a t  doc I D  WIT.011.0173. 

EXHIBIT #43 STATUTORY DECLARATION OF JOHN JOSEPH 
RAVENSCROFT, WIT.011.0173 

LEUT NOTTLE: Q .  M r  Ravenscroft, when d id  you f i r s t  j o i n  
the Navy? 
A .  I jo ined the Naval Reserve in  Western Austral ia in  May 
1939 and was cal led up the day before the war star ted and 
jo ined HMAS Sydney on 2 September 1939. 

Q .  Whilst you were in  Sydney, what sor ts  o f  dut ies d i d  
you perform? 
A .  The various duties t ha t  would be expected o f  an able 
seaman. 

Q .  In par t i cu la r ,  say, during cru is ing s tat ions,  where 
would your pos i t ion have been? 
A .  Various posi t ions:  o r i g i na l l y ,  manning Evershed 
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bearing indicators on the bridge, then more l a t t e r l y  on the 
4-inch gundeck. 

Q .  During the time t ha t  you were manning the Evershed 
bearing indicators and the 4-inch guns, tha t  was ear ly  on 
in  your service when Sydney was under the command o f  
CAPT Col l ins? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  Then a t  any stage during your time in  Sydney, d i d  the 
nature o f  your dut ies change? 
A .  Yes. As a resu l t  o f  what I bel ieve t o  be excessive 
time on the Evershed bearing indicators, my eyesight 
deteriorated. In the Mediterranean, we received a d r a f t  t o  
England t o  commission the Nizam and the other N-class 
destroyers, and CAPT Co l l ins  was upset tha t  p re t t y  well 
h a l f  h i s  crew was going t o  disappear in  the middle o f  the 
war. So the surgeon commander, who was an eyesight 
spec ia l i s t ,  tested everyone medically, including t h e i r  
eyesight, and tha t  was when they discovered t ha t  my eyes 
had deteriorated t o  the extent tha t  my long-distance s igh t  
was not su i tab le f o r  t ha t  o f  an able seaman. 

Q .  So a f t e r  tha t  determination was made, your dut ies 
changed t o  what? 
A .  Once the determination was made, nothing changed f o r  
qu i te  a while, but there was an administrat ive process 
going on. I had been recommended t o  do a course f o r  an 
executive commission, and tha t  was changed t o  a supply 
commission and the paperwork was commenced t o  change my 
ra t ing  from tha t  o f  able seaman t o  w r i t e r .  

Q .  M r  Ravenscroft, where was your pos i t ion during 
s tat ions in  Sydney? 
A .  " X "  t u r r e t .  

act ion 

Q .  And t ha t  was your pos i t ion a t  act ion s tat ions 
throughout your time there? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  I f  you can indicate o r  describe approximately in  rough 
deta i l  what the nature o f  your dut ies was when you were a t  
act ion s tat ions in  " X "  t u r re t?  
A .  During my time as an able seaman, I qua l i f i ed  f o r  what 
was then known as the QR3, which gave me a par t i cu la r  duty 
in  the t u r r e t .  But r ea l l y ,  everyone but the actual gunner 
was loading the she l ls  and the propel lants and preparing 
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the guns t o  be f i r e d  

Q .  During act ion s t a t i o n s o r  inside " X "  t u r r e t ,  do you 
recal l  any s ight ing por ts  inside " X "  t u r r e t ,  inside the 
t u r r e t ,  t ha t  would have allowed you o r  anyone inside t o  be 
able t o  see outside? 
A .  To the best o f  my knowledge, there were no such por ts .  
Once we were inside the t u r r e t ,  we cou ldn ' t  see anything 
outside. A l l  we could see was the inside o f  the t u r r e t  and 
what we were doing. 

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  Did you ever f i r e  on local control? 
A .  Occasionally. 

Q .  How was t ha t  organised? 
A .  Good question, s i r .  I t  wouldn't have happened very 
of ten,  but I ' m  sure i t  d i d  probably happen a couple o f  
times. I c a n ' t  r eca l l ,  honestly. 

LEUT NOTTLE: Q .  M r  Ravenscroft, i f  I can tu rn  your 
a t tent ion spec i f i ca l l y  t o  your time in  Sydney on Austral ia 
s ta t ion ,  when you were a t  act ion s tat ions would the 6-inch 
guns generally have been loaded? 
A .  Once you closed up t o  act ion s tat ions,  you d i d n ' t  
necessarily load the guns straightaway, but everything was 
there avai lable t o  do i t ,  and i t  would only take a couple 
o f  seconds t o  do i t ,  anyway. 

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  Did you receive an inst ruct ion t o  
l oad? 
A .  Oh, yes, yes. The phone in  the t u r r e t  was 
continuously manned day and n igh t .  I f  we were closed up 
a l l  n igh t ,  everyone in  the t u r r e t  would take turns a t  
manning the phone. 

Q .  When you were a t  cru is ing s tat ions,  were any o f  the 
t u r r e t s  manned? 
A .  Not norma l l y . 

Q .  What about the 4-inch guns? 
A .  Oh, yes, the 4-inch gun deck was 

Q .  So some o f  them a t  least were always manned, were 
they? 
A .  Yes, the 4-inch gun decks were manned p re t t y  well 
24 hours a day. 
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Q .  Do you know how many o f  the 4-inch guns were manned? 
A .  Each one o f  them. 

Q .  With a reserve crew, as i t  were? 
A .  Not the same crew t ha t  would man them a t  act ion 
s tat ions,  yes, t h a t ' s  correct .  

Q .  But the ship was in  a pos i t ion t o  f i r e  those 4-inch 
guns a t  any time? 
A .  Oh, yes, yes. 

LEUT NOTTLE: Q .  In terms o f  the time tha t  i t  would take 
t o  go from cru is ing s tat ions t o  act ion s tat ions,  once 
act ion s tat ions was piped how long roughly would i t  take 
you t o  go from your spot during cru is ing s tat ions t o  act ion 
s t a t  ions? 
A .  That would depend on where you were a t  the time tha t  
the close up t o  act ion s tat ions order was given. In my own 
case, i f  f o r  argument's sake I was on duty manning one o f  
the 4-inch guns, t o  get t o  " X "  t u r r e t  would take me 
a couple o f  minutes. But other members o f t h e  crew who 
were on various other dut ies wou Id take longer than t ha t  
because they had longer distances t o  t r ave l ,  and some 
people had t o  change clothes as we l l .  As a general isat ion, 
i t ' s  r e a l l y  impossible t o  say, but the ship was tra ined t o  
such an extent tha t  everyone d i d  i t  as quickly as they 
possibly could. 

May I j u s t  add a point? The d r i l l s  f o r  c losing up t o  
act ion s tat ions were continuously carr ied out irrespective 
o f  whether there was any intention t o  use the act ion 
s tat ions o r  no t .  t o  make sure tha t  the ~ e o p l e  could get 
there quickly and they knew exactly what 

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  Yes, and there was 
act ion s tat ions a t  dawn, as I understand 
A .  No. 

Q .  Not? 
A .  No, not a t  dawn. 

they had t o  do 

a regu l  a r  ca l  l  t o  
i t ;  i s  tha t  r i gh t?  

Q .  When d i d  you go t o  act ion stat ions? 
A .  When we were piped t o  act ion s tat ions,  but there was 
no regu lar i t y  about i t .  An exercise could have been ca l led 
a t  dawn on one day and then you'd never do i t  again f o r  the 
next s i x  months. I d o n ' t  reca l l  ever having any s i tua t ion  
where there was a regular c a l l  t o  act ion s ta t ions .  There 
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was e i the r  a d r i l l  o r  i t  was on purpose because there was 
going t o  be an act ion o f  some so r t ,  o r  there might be an 
ac t  i on o f  some s o r t .  

LEUT NOTTLE: Q .  I f  I can take you back, M r  Ravenscroft, 
t o  your time manning the Evershed bearing indicators, 
roughly where were they located? 
A .  On the wing o f t h e  bridge. 

Q .  And your dut ies when manning them would involve what? 
A .  Standing there, looking through them t o  see i f  there 
were any ships in  the v i c i n i t y  a t  a l l ,  and, i f  you d i d  see 
a ship, report ing i t  t o  the o f f i c e r  o f  the watch. 

Q .  In re la t i on  t o  i den t i f i ca t i on  ofmerchant ships, what 
was the most common method used t o  communicate wi th  those 
merchant ships? 
A .  L ight  f l ash  would be the most common, but sometimes 
f lags  were used. 

Q .  Could you give an approximate distance o f  how f a r  away 
you might be able t o  ident i f y  the signal f lags  on the 
merchant ships? 
A .  No. I could no t .  I could no t .  

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  Did merchant ships normally respond 
by f l ash  o r  by f lag? 
A .  Most o f  them would reply by f lash,  but some o f  them 
would ho is t  a f l a g  signal o f  some s o r t .  

LEUT NOTTLE: Q .  In terms o f  the uniforms t ha t  you were 
wearing during your time on Austral ia s ta t ion  in  Sydney, 
can you describe the type o f  uniform t ha t  you would have 
been wear i ng? 
A .  The s h i p ' s  company wore the dress o f  the day t ha t  was 
prescribed. In the t rop ics ,  i t  was shorts and s h i r t .  I f  
you were j u s t  working around the upper deck, i t  would be 
navy blue trousers and a s h i r t ,  and a top i f  the weather 
was co ld.  Some members o f t h e  crew who had dut ies t ha t  
required them maybe t o  get d i r t y  and so f o r t h  wore 
overa l l s .  That would be the average. 

Q .  When you say " i n  the t rop ics " ,  can you give an 
approximate location o f  where you could change t o  t rop ica l  
un i form? 
A .  I t  would depend on the time o f  the year, whether i t  
was the wet season o r  the dry season in  the t rop ics ,  but 
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I would say tha t  i f  the ship was steaming north along the 
west coast, i f  you got somewhere around Carnarvon or  
somewhere l i ke  tha t ,  t ha t  would be where the order would be 
given t o  change the mode o f  dress. 

Q .  What would be the dress f o r  the o f f i cers?  
A .  They would wear white shorts and a white s h i r t .  They 
d i d n ' t  wear the f u l l  white dress uniform necessarily on an 
ord i nary work i ng day. 

Q .  Wou l d any o f  the sa i l ors  o r  o f f i c e r s  be wearing 
overa l l S? 
A .  Oh, yes. The engineer o f f i ce r s  would predominantly 
wear white overa l ls .  I c a n ' t  reca l l  any o f  the upper deck 
o f f i ce r s  wearing overa l l s .  

Q .  But some o f  the sa i l o rs  may have worn overa l ls  as 
we1 I? 
A .  

Q .  
HMAS 
A .  

Q .  

Oh, yes. 

M r  Ravenscroft, do you recal l  whether o r  not 
Sydney had Carley f l o a t s  on board? 
I t  ce r ta in l y  d i d .  

I now want t o  show you a couple o f  photographs 

S i r ,  these photographs are the same ones t ha t  we saw 
yesterday tha t  are exh ib i ts  41 and 42 .  

M r  Ravenscroft, i f  I can ask you t o  d i r ec t  your 
a t tent ion t o  the photograph wi th  the 4-inch gun in  i t .  
A .  Yes. 

Q .  That i s  a photograph out o f  the Olson book. Can you 
indicate i f  t h a t ' s  a p ic tu re  o f  HMAS Sydney? 
A .  No. 

Q .  You c a n ' t  indicate? 
A .  I cou ldn ' t  be sure. I don ' t  understand the two boats 
tha t  seem t o  be lashed t o  the side o f  the ship wi th  
a 4-inch gun above i t .  Certainly looking a t  the way the 
dav i ts  and the two Carley r a f t s  in  between the two boats - 

tha t  was the way some o f  them were stowed, so the re ' s  
a p o s s i b i l i t y  tha t  i t  i s  the Sydney, but I could not say so 
wi th ce r ta in ty .  

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  Sydney had Carley f l o a t s  in  tha t  
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posi t ion,  d i d  she? 
A .  Oh, yes, yes. 

Q .  Do you know the s ize  o f  those? 
A .  No, I don ' t ,  s i r .  There were two sor ts .  There was 
a larger one and a smaller one. I ' m  sure they had some 
so r t  o f  c lass i f i ca t i on .  I may have known i t  a t  the time, 
but ce r ta in l y  I c a n ' t  reca l l  i t  now. 

LEUT NOTTLE: Q .  I f  I can now d i r ec t  your a t tent ion t o  
the second photograph - -  

THE PRESIDENT: That i s  exh ib i t  42 .  

LEUT NOTTLE: Q .  - -  which i s  from the Australian War 
Memorial, i t  i s  a p ic tu re  which the summary describes as 
being the stern o f  HMAS Sydney, and i t  has a number o f  
Carley f l o a t s  a t  the s tern o f  Sydney - -  

A .  Yes. 

Q .  - -  wi th  a smaller Carley f l o a t  inside the larger 
Carley f l o a t .  
A .  That 's  r i g h t .  

Q .  Does tha t  accord wi th  your memory o f  the two d i f f e ren t  
types o f  Carley f l o a t s  in  Sydney? 
A .  Yes, i t  does, and t ha t  i s  the way they were stowed 
a f t .  

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  The smaller one i s  known as 
a s ize 20, as i t  turns out,  which i s  the same s ize  as the 
one which i s  in  the Austral ian War Memorial. 
A .  I have t o  admit, s i r ,  t ha t  I was t o l d  tha t  yesterday 
But in  g iv ing t h i s  evidence, I don ' t  feel  t ha t  I can say 
anything t ha t  I was t o l d  yesterday. 

THE PRESIDENT: No, qu i te  

LEUT NOTTLE: Q .  M r  
ear l  ie r  and from your 
were posted t o  Sydney 
o r  so? 
A .  That 's  correct .  

Q .  And a large pa r t  
A .  Yes, d e f i n i t e l y .  

Ravenscroft, from your evidence 
service record, i t  shows t ha t  you 
f o r  approximately j u s t  over two years 

o f  tha t  time was under CAPT Col l ins? 
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Q .  But a lso approximately f i v e  months was in  Sydney when 
i t  was under the command o f  CAPT Burnett? 
A .  I understand t ha t  t o  be correct .  I c a n ' t  remember the 
actual date tha t  CAPT Burnett took over command. From the 
records t ha t  I have, about f i v e  months would be correct .  

THE PRES I DENT: Q .  He took over 15 May 1941 . 
A .  I t  was 15 May, then, u n t i l  the date in  November tha t  
I l e f t .  

LEUT NOTTLE: Q .  In general terms, M r  Ravenscroft, can 
you indicate whether o r  not you noticed any great 
dif ferences in the way Sydney operated under the two 
d i f f e ren t  captains? 
A .  In terms o f  the everyday operations, I would say tha t  
nothing changed. But, i f  I may, I ' d  l i k e  t o  add a r i de r  t o  
t h a t .  Because I had been changed over t o  a wr i te r  and was 
working in  the s h i p ' s  o f f i c e  well below decks and not 
wandering around the upper deck as an able seaman, things 
could have changed on the upper deck t ha t  I would not be 
aware o f .  In terms o f  the genera l operation o f  the ship 
and the d r i l l s  and th ings l i ke  tha t ,  nothing seemed t o  
change. 

Q .  M r  Ravenscroft, do you recal l  undertaking many 
passages in  Sydney between Melbourne and Fremantle? 
A .  I reca l l mak i ng p l enty o f  them. 

Q .  In general terms, do you recal l  the sea s ta te  and the 
weather conditions when you were going across the Bight? 
A .  The weather was always bad and crossings were rough. 

Q .  Do you recal l  a par t i cu la r  passage around 22 September 
1941 between Melbourne and Fremantle? 
A .  I don ' t  reca l l  i t  spec i f i ca l l y ,  but I accept i t  as 
f ac t  t ha t  i t  d i d  happen. 

Q .  I s  there any reason why you wouldn't  have been on the 
ship? 
A .  Oh, no, I was there a l l  r i g h t .  

Q .  Do you recal l  whether o r  not any damage was sustained 
t o  " A "  t u r r e t  during t ha t  t r i p ?  
A .  No, I d o n o t .  

Q .  There i s  evidence before the Commission t ha t  some 
damage may have been sustained t o  " A "  t u r r e t  during t ha t  
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t ime. Do you recal l  whether o r  not ,  during your last  
passage in  Sydney t o  the Sunda S t r a i t  in  ear ly  October, you 
would have seen " A "  t u r r e t  t ra ined t o  por t  f o r  the en t i re  
t r i p ?  
A .  No, I c a n ' t  reca l l  t h a t .  My view would b e t h a t  i f  
there was any damage done t o  " A "  t u r r e t  - and I cer ta in ly  
c a n ' t  reca l l  i t  happening - i t  would have been repaired in  
Fremantle before we sa i led .  

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  This w i l l  a l l  become c lear  in  the 
course o f  t ime. The captain wrote some reports about i t ,  
which we w i l l  get .  
A .  Well, as I explained outside t h i s  room, HMAS Sydney 
was an unstable ship, and cer ta in ly  when crossing the Bight 
i t  was a tough r i de .  

LEUT NOTTLE: Q .  M r  Ravenscroft, j u s t  one las t  po in t .  Do 
you reca l l  i f  there was any system o r  recognition procedure 
f o r  the iden t i f i ca t i on  o f  un ident i f ied ships? 
A .  I ' m  sure t ha t  there was a f i xed  procedure t ha t  the 
o f f i c e r  o f  the watch and the signalman and the command went 
through, but exactly what i t  was I wouldn't know. 

Q .  I f  you d id  encounter an unident i f ied ship,  would you 
go t o  act ion stat ions? 
A .  Not immediately, I wouldn't  t h ink .  But i f  there was 
any p o s s i b i l i t y  tha t  the captain had any doubts about tha t  
par t i cu la r  ship, d e f i n i t e l y  you would go s t ra igh t  t o  act ion 
s t a t  ions . 

LEUT NOTTLE: Those are my questions, s i r .  

LCDR RENWICK: No questions, thank you, s i r  

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much indeed, 
M r  Ravenscroft. You have been very he lp fu l .  Thank you 

<THE WITNESS WITHDREW 

THE PRESIDENT: I not ice tha t  M r  Ravenscroft has also 
advanced a submission t o  t h i s  Inquiry dated 20 June, and he 
provided submission number 118 t o  the parliamentary 
inquiry.  Just as a matter o f  convenience, I w i l l  mark 
those exh ib i ts  43A and 43B respectively. 

EXHIBIT #43A SUBMISSION OF MR RAVENSCROFT DATED 20/6/2008 
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EXHIBIT #43B SUBMISSION 118 PROVIDED BY MR RAVENSCROFT TO 
THE PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

CMDR RUSH: S i r ,  I c a l l  M r  Johnson 

<ALFRED GORDON JOHNSON, sworn: [10.31am] 

<EXAMINATION BY CMDR RUSH: 

CMDR RUSH: S i r ,  M r  Johnson has provided a submission t o  
t he  Inqu i ry  dated 20 J u l y  2008. 

EXHIBIT #44 SUBMISSION OF ALFRED GORDON JOHNSON DATED 
20/7/2008 

CMDR RUSH: And, s i r ,  a supplementary submission going t o  
var ious matters t o  do w i t h  wire less telegraphy dated 
30 August 2008. 

EXHIBIT #45 SUPPLEMENTARY SUBMISSION OF MR JOHNSON DATED 
30/8/2008 

CMDR RUSH: Q .  M r  Johnson, i s  your f u l l  name A l f r ed  
Gordon Johnson? 
A .  Yes, t h a t  i s  co r rec t ,  bu t  I 'm  general ly  known as 
Gordon, by my second name. 

Q .  What i S your address? 

Q .  Are you a r e t i r e d  ~ u b l i c  servant? 
A .  Yes. I r e t i r e d  

Q .  M r  Johnson, d i d  
26 February 1940? 
A .  Yes, I d i d .  

in' 1983. 

you j o i n  the  Royal Aust ra l ian  Navy on 

Q .  How o l d  were you? 
A .  I t  was j u s t  before my 17th b i rthday . I was s t  i l l 16, 
actua l l y . 

Q .  Did you undertake a wire less telegraphy course a t  the  
F l  inders Naval Stat ion? 
A .  Yes, I d i d .  

Q .  P r i o r  t o  t h a t  course, had you been a rad io  enthusiast 
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