
<THE WITNESS WITHDREW 

CMDR RUSH: S i r ,  M r  Sheldon-Collins i s  the nextwi tness.  
I understand t ha t  he has been located. I would ask, s i r ,  
f o r  f i v e  minutes. 

THE PRES I DENT: Right . I W i l l adjourn f o r  about 
f i v e  minutes. Let me know when you ' re  ready. 

SHORT ADJOURNMENT 

CMDR RUSH: Thank you, s i r .  I c a l l  M r  Sheldon-Collins 

<FRANCIS CHARLES SHELDON-COLLINS, sworn: [l 0.50amI 

<EXAMINATION BY CMDR RUSH: 

CMDR RUSH: Q .  M r  Sheldon-CoIIins, i s  your f u l l  name 
Francis Sheldon-Collins? 
A .  Yes. 

a t  - 
A .  That 's  correct .  

Q .  M r  Sheldon-CO l l ins, were you born on ? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  Did you e n l i s t  in  the Royal Austral ian Navy on 
11 Apr i l 1938? 
A .  That 's  correct .  

Q .  When you enl is ted,  where d id  you go? 
A .  Fl inders Naval Depot. 

Q .  There d i d  you undertake a course? 
A .  Yes, I d i d  a ser ies o f  courses as a cook and 
eventually passed out o f  the school o f  cookery and 
c lass i f i ed  as an o f f i c e r ' s  cook. 

Q .  Your f i r s t  ship t ha t  you jo ined - was tha t  
HMAS Sydney? 
A .  That 's  correct .  

Q .  Did you j o i n  t ha t  ship on 11 March 1939? 
A .  That 's  correct .  
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Q .  M r  Sheldon-Collins, have you been asked t o  swear 
a s tatutory  declarat ion f o r  the purposes o f  evidence before 
the Commission o f  Inquiry? 
A .  

Q .  
wi th 
A .  

Q .  
i t ?  
A .  

Q .  

I have. 

And do you have a copy o f  the s tatutory  declarat ion 
you? 
Yes. 

Are there some 

That 's  correct  

Perhaps i f  you 
through the changes 
A .  Paragraph 10: 

changes t ha t  you would l i k e  t o  make t o  

could get i t  out and we could go 
wi th  you. What i s  the f i r s t  paragraph? 

Under CAPT Waller, we frequently exercised 
going t o  act ion s tat ions wh i ls t  in  the 
Indian Ocean and a t  sea one hour before 
sunrise and one hour before dusk. 

Q .  Perhaps i f  I could ask you before we go on t o  the next 
question - -  

A .  I have tha t  again under CAPTCollins in  paragraph 19. 

Q .  And what i s  the change t ha t  you want t o  make in 
paragraph 19? I s  what you want t o  make clear t ha t  your 
recol lect ion i s  tha t  there were two times each day t ha t  you 
went t o  act ion stat ions? 
A .  Yes. I f  we were not in  fear o f  any ra ider ,  i t  was 
normal procedure morning and dusk t o  go t o  act ion s ta t ion  
wh i ls t  a t  sea, but on returning t o  Fremantle, when we came 
under the guns on Rottnest Island, we d i d n ' t  bother. 

Q .  I s  there another change tha t  you wish t o  make t o  your 
s ta tutory  dec l a ra t  ion? 
A .  In paragraph 25, i t  was January 1941 rather 
than Ju ly  1940. 

Q .  Are you re fer r ing  t o  the second-last l i ne  in  
paragraph 25? 
A .  Cooks wearing s h i r t s .  

Q .  Are you saying t ha t  the date se t  out there 
o f  Ju ly  1940 i s  wrong and i t  shou Id be January 1941? 
A .  They j u s t  wore Bonds s ing le ts  u n t i l  Chief Petty 
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Off icer  Schack came aboard and he insisted they wear 
long-sleeved white s h i r t s .  

Q .  Did t ha t  occur in  January 1941? 
A .  Yes, because he jo ined the ship in  charge o f  a d r a f t  
on 11 January, the n i ght before we l e f t  A l exandr ia . 

Q .  That was in  January 1941? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  And a f t e r  tha t ,  you weren't allowed t o  wear the white 
s ing le ts ;  i t  had t o  be white sh i r t s?  
A .  Had t o  wear white s h i r t s ,  and he had no control over 
o f f i c e r s '  cooks because we came d i r e c t l y  under the 
paymaster lieutenant and we s t i l l  wore our Bonds s ing le ts .  

Q .  Was there a change t o  paragraph 27, 
M r  Sheldon-Collins? 
A .  Yes. Summer dress was f o r  a l  l as from 1 November 

Q .  I s  there any other change? 
A .  In 41 about the convoy going from Sydney t o  Wilson's 
Promontory - as I said,  i t  was the Austral ia rather than 
the Sydney - -  

Q .  May I c l a r i f y  what you want t o  change in  paragraph 41? 
Do you want t o  make a change in  paragraph 41? 
A .  Well, I ' v e  got here - a lso why would such a convoy 
take e igh t  days t o  reach the promontory when, according t o  
Montgomery's book, the Sydney l e f t  Sydney on 28 August and 
passed the promontory on 4 September? Af ter  I read t h i s ,  
I looked a t  my o ld  videos and I took t ha t  photo when Sydney 
and Austral ia col lected those two ships in  the Indian Ocean 
and brought them in to Fremantle. 

Q .  I ' l l  come back and ask you some questions about tha t ,  
but paragraph 41 in  your s ta tutory  declarat ion - i s  what i s  
in  i t  now correct? You want t o  enlarge on i t ;  i s  tha t  
r i ght? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  Okay, w e ' l l  come back t o  tha t  in  a minute. I s  there 
any other change t ha t  you want t o  make? 
A .  There i s  one other, which may be relevant, Sydney 
having los t  her bows. I witnessed HMS Liverpool in  the Med 
when she was torpedoed and she lost  her bows, but because 
a l l  the watert ight doors were securely locked she was towed 
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back in to  Alexandria, a r r i v i ng  there 24 hours la te  

Q .  Perhaps w e ' l l  come back t o  some o f  those issues. 
I asked you, and you indicated tha t  you jo ined Sydney on 
11 March 1939? 
A .  That 's  correct .  

THE PRESIDENT: Shall I mark t h i s  s ta tutory  declarat ion as 
an exh ib i t?  

CMDR RUSH: Yes, I would ask tha t  t ha t  be tendered 

THE PRESIDENT: Subject t o  the a l te ra t ions  t ha t  have been 
made, I sha l l  mark the s tatutory  declarat ion o f  M r  Francis 
Sheldon-Collins as exh ib i t  40. 

EXHIBIT #40 STATUTORY DECLARATION OF MR FRANCIS 
SHELDON-COLLINS 

CMDR RUSH: Q .  When d i d  you leave Sydney? 
A .  I have no recol lect ion o f  i t ,  because we were laying 
a t  number 2 buoy in  Sydney Harbour when my d r a f t  came 
through t o  return t o  Fl inders Naval Depot, and I had my bag 
and hammock packed on the deck wait ing t o  go in  the motor 
boat t o  Man 0 '  War Steps when the pay lieutenant came up 
and t o l d  me I wasn't going on d r a f t ,  because the pet ty  
o f f i c e r  cook in  the wardroom gal ley had got compassionate 
leave and I was being sh i f ted  from the capta in 's  gal ley t o  
take charge o f  the wardroom ga l l ey before we sa i led f o r  
Fremantle. Although my service c e r t i f i c a t e  shows e i ther  
the 2nd o r  the 9th - -  

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  O f  Apr i I? 
A .  - -  which of ten happens - -  

Q .  O f  Apr i l?  
A .  O f A p r i I ,  yes. 

Q .  1941? 
A .  Yes. 

CMDR RUSH: S i r ,  I can re fer  

THE WITNESS: The d r a f t  note 

you t o  - -  

always a t  tha t  time - the day 
you l e f t  the ship, even i f  i t  took you a f o r t n i gh t  t o  
a r r i ve  a t  your dest inat ion,  i t  was s t i l l  dated the day you 
l e f t  your ship.  
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CMDR RUSH: Q .  M r  Sheldon-Collins, your record shows you 
leaving the ship on 2 Apr i l  1941. I s  tha t  correct? 
A .  Well, my record does, yes, my service c e r t i f i c a t e .  

Q .  I s  the record accurate as t o  when you actua l l y l e f t  
Sydney? Did you leave HMAS Sydney on 2 Apr i l  1941? 

Q .  Do you recal l  approximately when i t  was t ha t  you 
HMAS Sydney? 
A .  Probably a month o r  s i x  weeks la te r .  

Q .  You indicated the record showing you leaving on 
2 Apr i l  1941. Do you recal l  the ship being in  Sydney 
i t s e l f  on tha t  day? 
A .  Yes, yes. 

Q .  Do you recal l  what Sydney undertook and where i t  
a f t e r  2 Apr i l 1941? 
A .  We went back t o  Fremantle. 

l e f t  

went 

Q .  From Fremantle, what happened? 
A .  Wedid our normal pa t ro ls  in the Indian Ocean 

Q .  And you th ink  i t  was up t o  s i x  weeks la te r  tha t  you 
actual ly  l e f t  the ship? 
A .  Well, I ' m  not de f i n i t e  about i t .  A l l  I know i s  tha t  
o f f i ce r s  cook J i mmy Hay l e f t  on 1 March and went t o  
Fl inders, and I ar r ived in  Fl inders in  time t o  get a new 
uniform and be best man a t  h i s  wedding on 28 June. 

Q .  For the ship leaving Sydney and destinat ion Fremantle, 
who was the captain o f  the ship? 
A .  As f a r  as I know, CAPT CO l l ins.  

Q .  Where was the ship when you have your f i r s t  
recol lect ion,  i f  you do, o f  the ship coming under the 
captaincy o f  CAPT Burnett? 
A .  Alongside the wharf in  Fremantle. I was standing in 
the wardroom lobby o r  gal ley lobby a t  a porthole as he came 
up on the starboard s ide ladder, walked across - saw an 
aux i l i a ry  r a f t  there created by CAPT Co l l ins ,  which I th ink  
I ' v e  explained, and as he was going down the po r t  side, 
I was maybe two fee t  from him with a bulkhead in  between 
with my face a t  the porthole, and I heard him say qu i te  
c lea r l y  t o  the f i r s t  l ieutenant, "They're non-service, get 
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r i d  o f  them" and those r a f t s  were dumped on the wharf a t  
Fremantle. 

Q .  They were r a f t s  t ha t  were made out o f  what? 
A .  A l l  the cooks had t o  open them with care and wash them 
and then they were sent t o  the plumber t o  be resealed, and, 
from there, into boxes which we got them i n .  Then they 
went down t o  the shipwright shop and they were sealed into 
boxes and made into r a f t s  about 4 fee t  6 long. 

Q .  When you say " they" ,  what were sent from the cooks t o  
be made in to r a f t s  - what was i t ?  
A .  Four-gallon powdered m i l k  cans, 12 ounce m i l k  cans, 
number 5 t inned f r u i t  cans and any meta l l i c  can tha t  we had 
tha t  could be resealed was sent t o  the plumbing shop. 

Q .  You say t ha t  you actual ly  heard CAPT Burnett wi th the 
f i r s t  l ieutenant, was i t ?  
A .  Yes, who la ter  became commander. 

Q .  Who was that? 
A .  Algernon Thruston - Algie,  our f i r s t  l ieutenant, as he 
ca l led himsel f .  

Q .  Do you actual ly  have a recol lect ion o f  those r a f t s  
being somewhere else but on the ship? 
A .  Yes. In f ac t ,  I gave a photo o f  one on X deck t o  
A la i s t a i r  Templeton who was wr i t i ng  a book. 

Q .  Apart from tha t ,  you indicate in  your s ta tutory  
declarat ion tha t  they were put on the wharf. Did you see 
them on the wharf o r  not? 
A .  No, no, because there was a section o f  the wharf where 
a l l  s o r t  o f ,  I suppose you might say, recyclable rubbish 
could be used rather than - we emptied our p i g  buckets into 
44-ga l l on drums. 

Q .  M r  Sheldon-Collins, where was your pos i t ion o r  s ta t ion  
on the ship a t  act ion stat ions? 
A .  I was in  charge o f  the a f t e r  6- inch magaz ine. 

Q .  That was s i tuated below the a f t  t u r r e t  - which tu r re t?  
A .  Af ter  I came out on t o  X deck, I went down the ladder 
through the lobby, which housed the commander, the 
commander engineer and the captain and h i s  day room, down 
the ladder t o  the wardroom f l a t ,  through the bulkhead into 
the machine room, over t o  the corner, down through 
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a manhole into the cord i te  handling room, then halfway up 
the wall in to  the magazine. 

Q .  What's your recol lect ion o f  how long i t  took f o r  the 
ship, and pa r t i cu la r l y  the section where you were required 
t o  - -  

A .  I ' d  say three t o  f i v e  minutes. 

Q .  Three t o  f i v e  minutes? 
A .  Yes, because you d i d n ' t  hesi tate.  You took o f f  l i ke  
a Bondi bus. 

Q .  Do you recal l  now, M r  Sheldon-Collins, a t  act ion 
s tat ions,  do you have any idea whether the guns were loaded 
o r  unloaded in the tu r re ts?  
A .  No, I wouldn't know. We communicated wi th the t u r r e t ,  
wi th the face on t o  wa l  l  , and i t  spun around and rung 
a b e l l ,  and we only s tar ted sending cord i te  up when we got 
n o t i f i e d  by tha t  system. 

Q .  I ' v e  asked you about act ion s tat ions,  and you've 
referred t o  the change in  your s ta tutory  declarat ion t o  the 
ship under Col l ins ,  as you recal l  i t ,  coming t o  act ion 
s tat ions twice a day. 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  Apart from ac t  ion s t a t  ions , do you have any 
recol lect ion o f  any other degrees o f  readiness o f  the ship 
in  re la t i on  t o  act ion stat ions? 
A .  Yes, there was f i r s t ,  second and t h i r d  degrees. 

Q .  Do you havea recol lect ion now, M r  Sheldon-Collins, o f  
what you can recal l  in  re la t i on  t o  the d i f f e ren t  degrees o f  
read i  ness o f  the sh i  p? 
A .  I was not r ea l l y  involved in t h a t .  The only th ing  
I was concerned in  was when I heard the bugle o r  the 
speaker system a t  act ion s tat ions.  A t  morning and dusk, i t  
was a bugle cal l .  

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  M r  Sheldon-Collins, I thought there 
were four degrees o f  readiness, not three. 
A .  Well, I ' m  not actua l ly  conversant wi th  them, but there 
was also cru is ing s ta t ions .  

CMDR RUSH: Q .  M r  Sheldon-Collins, a t  act ion s tat ions 
would you carry any equipment wi th you? 
A .  I car r ied my Mae West and my gas mask. 
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Q .  In re la t i on  t o  the Mae West, how was t ha t  in f la ted  i f  
you needed t o  i n f l a t e  i t ?  
A .  We wore i t  around our waist and, as I said, the only 
time we in f la ted  i t ,  which we could do, was when we s lep t  
in  the magazine a t  n igh t  and we used i t  as a p i l l ow .  

Q .  You have spoken about uniform o r  r i g  in  your s ta tutory  
declarat ion. F i r s t l y ,  from the cook's po int  o f  view, where 
you worked, what was the colour o f  the working uniform tha t  
you wore? 
A .  White. 

Q .  What was the nature o f  i t ?  
A .  When I went t o  my act ion s ta t ion ,  I j u s t  had my boots 
on, my white trousers, my Bonds s ing le t ,  my Mae West and my 
gas mask. 

Q .  How many personnel were involved - -  

A .  Oh, I had my cap. 

Q .  And your cap. How many personnel would be wearing 
tha t  s o r t  o f  uniform t ha t  were involved as cooks o r  bakers 
on the ship,  in  approximate terms? 
A .  I ' m  not qu i te  cer ta in  now, but I f igured there were 
about 14 o f  us in  the magazine, because i t  covered both " X "  
and " Y "  t u r r e t s .  There were two on the t ransfer through 
the bulkhead, and I handled the cord i te  out o f  the sealed 
containers; likewise, someone else a t  the other end. 

Q .  I meant, put aside act ion s tat ions f o r  the moment, but 
j u s t  in  re la t i on  t o  the s h i p ' s  company, how many personnel 
wou Id wear the so r t  o f  a t t i r e  o r  s o r t  o f  uniform tha t  you 
wore? 
A .  I suppose about h a l f  - the seamen would be in  white o r  
t h e i r  duck su i t s ;  the cooks l ikewise. The stewards - 

I th ink  there were about 260 seamen and a s im i la r  number o f  
stokers who would be in  overal ls ,  blue overa l l s .  

Q .  Stokerswore blue overal ls? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  Did the cooks wear aprons? 
A .  No, not r e a l l y .  We dumped them - we l l ,  we d i d n ' t  dump 
them, but we only wore them around our waist.  We j u s t  
pul led the tape a t  the back and they f e l l  o f f .  
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Q .  I ' m  n o t t a l k i n g  aboutact ion s tat ions 
A .  Oh, I see. 

Q .  No, j u s t  in  your normal day-to-day rout ine,  would 
cooks wear aprons? 
A .  Mostly, when they were on the stoves, but not when 
they were working in  the spud locker o r  - -  

Q .  You re fe r  t o  the spud locker in  your s ta tutory  
declarat ion. What's the spud locker? 
A .  I t ' s  where they stored the ready-use potatoes, j u s t  
forward o f  the torpedo tubes, and they had a potato-peeling 
machine and a wooden va t ,  I suppose, enough t o  hold enough 
potatoes f o r  600 - 500 men a t  least .  

Q .  Was there any par t i cu la r  time o f  day when the spud 
locker would come in to use? 
A .  Any par t icu lar? 

Q .  Any par t i cu la r  time o f t h e  day when the spud locker 
wou Id be used by cooks? 
A .  Well, the system was t ha t  the cooks coming on a t  
a quarter t o  8 in  the morning would prepare t h e i r  evening 
mea l  , and then they had t o  do the ear l  y morning breakfast 
and they f in ished t h e i r  s h i f t  a f t e r  lunch, but there would 
be s u f f i c i e n t  spuds in  the va t  f o r  the evening meal and 
lunch the next day. 

Q .  So once the personnel involved in  the preparation o f  
the food f o r  the ship had prepared i t  f o r  the day, wou Id 
the spud locker be used again? 
A .  Yes, because when you came on duty, you were 
responsible f o r  the evening meal and the breakfast and 
lunch the next day and the hot chocolate in  the evening and 
morn i  ng . 

Q .  So during the course o f  the p.m.,  the afternoon, would 
there be personnel using the spud locker? 
A .  Yes, the cooks would be get t ing the potatoes out o f  
the locker o r  out o f  the vat  t o  take down t o  the steam 
chests in  the ga l ley .  

Q .  Did the peeling take place in  the spud locker as well? 
A .  Well, in  the waste outside the gal ley,  there was the 
chute t o  get r i d  o f  your junk .  

Q .  Where was tha t  in  re la t i on  t o  being inside o r  outside 
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the ship? 
A .  I t  was outside the ship a t  the edge o f  the waste, as 
we ca l led  i t ,  where there were seats and the rat ions f o r  
the l i feboats  were kept and the roster f o r  every man on 
board the ship - what h i s  act ion s ta t i on  was, i f  he was in  
a  landing party o r  s im i l a r .  

Q .  Was i t  on por t  o r  starboard side? 
A .  Port s ide.  The entrance t o  the gal ley and the bakery 
was on the por t  side and there was a gal ley way through 
wi th the Walrus and the crane above, and on the other end, 
a t  the other s ide o f  the gal ley way was the master-at-arm 
and the pol ice o f f i c e .  

Q .  In your s ta tutory  declarat ion, M r  Sheldon-Collins, a t  
paragraph 26 - and I d o n ' t  ask you t o  go there - you re fer  
t o  cooks going t o  the spud locker t o  prepare f o r  the 
even i  ng mea l  around 1600 o r  l  a t e r .  
A .  Yes, t ha t  would be t o  get the potatoes out o f  the va t ,  
because the evening meal was a t  7 o ' c lock  and i t  only took 
about 20 minutes in  the steam chest t o  cook them. I t  
depended on what the menu was. The main meal was always a t  
lunchtime. 

Q .  So a t  around t ha t  time o f  day, 1600, f o r  how long 
would personnel be involved in  tha t  area a t  the spud locker 
preparing, in  approximate terms? 
A .  They would have t o  crate up in  wire crates about - 

there were 25 serves in  a  wire crate,  so depending on - 

wel l ,  there would be - 500 - about 20 crates.  

Q .  Do you reca l l  how long people would be involved in  
preparation in tha t  area f o r  the evening meal? 
A .  No, I d o n ' t  have a c lue because I was on duty in  the 
ward room . 

Q .  Just going back t o  r i g ,  you've indicated in  evidence 
and in  your s ta tutory  declarat ion, and we've spoken about 
the r i g  t ha t  cooks and sa i l o rs  would wear - what about 
o f f  i  cers? 
A .  They e i the r  wore whites o r  blues, according t o  t h e i r  
r i g  o f  the day. There was a move a t  4 o 'c lock  f o r  n igh t  
c lo th ing,  but not many adhered t o  t h a t .  I f  you were o f f  
duty, only those on duty - i t  might be corporal o f  the 
gangway, the bugler. 

Q .  M r  Sheldon-Col l  ins, a t  paragraph 28 o f  your a f f i d a v i t ,  
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you re fe r  t o  two occasions t ha t  you recal l  when the ship, 
Sydney, came t o  act ion s tat ions on encountering an 
unident i f ied ship.  
A .  Yes. 

Q .  Those occasions t ha t  you re fer  t o  in  t ha t  paragraph 
were when the ship was under the command o f  CAPT Coll ins? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  Do you now have any recol lect ion o f  when t ha t  was, in  
approximate terms? 
A .  No. Well, he came aboard in November 1940 and we l e f t  
on about 23 Ap r i l ,  I t h ink  i t  was, t o  take the convoy t o  
the Cocos Islands, so i t  would be in  t ha t  t ime. 

Q .  You obviously wouldn't  see anything from your pos i t ion 
a t  act ion stat ions,  but when the ship was released from 
act ion s tat ions,  you have a recol lect ion o r  observations on 
two occasions o f  where the ship was in  re la t ion  t o  another 
ship? 
A .  About 1,000 yards, but the ship was point ing in  
opposite d i rect ions,  but we were para l le l  t o  i t .  

Q .  Perhaps I should ask you, how do you know tha t  on 
those occasions there was a procedure in  process f o r  the 
iden t i f i ca t i on  o f  an unident i f ied ship? 
A .  Well, we'd see the  whaler - no, the sea boat coming 
back wi th  an o f f i c e r  in  i t  a f t e r  i t  had been checked out .  
We - I would see a wisp o f  smoke as act ion s tat ions were 
sounded and I ' d  be going t o  the magazine. The a i r c r a f t  
would be got ready and then f l y  o f f  t o  report back t o  the 
Sydney t h e i r  observation o f  the ship and I wouldn't  see 
tha t  ship u n t i l  the a l l - c l e a r  had been given and I came out 
o f  the magaz i  ne . 

Q .  So what you ' re  saying i s  tha t  there was a c a l l  t o  
act ion s tat ions;  you were in the magazine; and wi th  the 
a l l - c l e a r ,  you came out and made observations? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  You've mentioned t ha t  there would be a checking-out 
procedure, as you understood i t .  What d id  you observe in 
re la t i on  t o ,  f i r s t l y ,  any communication, as you saw i t ,  
between Sydney and the other ship? 
A .  No, I wouldn't see any. The only th ing  I saw was a 
sea boat returning wi th  an o f f i c e r  who would, probably 
a f t e r  they had answered t h e i r  i den t i f i ca t i on  signals, go 
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over t o  v e r i f y  i t  in  the sea boat, so I ' d  see the sea boat 
midway between the ship and Sydney. 

Q .  Have you any idea yoursel f  o f  the procedures in 
re la t i on  t o  i den t i f i ca t i on  between ships? 
A .  No. 

Q .  Do you have any knowledge as t o  whether these 
occasions tha t  you re fe r  t o  under CAPT Co l l ins  were f o r  the 
spec i f i c  i den t i f i ca t i on  o f  a merchant ship o r  f o r  some 
other procedure tha t  was going on between ships? 
A .  No, I have no idea. 

Q .  You say t ha t  on each occasion, as I understand your 
evidence, the ships were approximately how f a r  apart - 

Sydney and the other ship? 
A .  Well, i t  was hard t o  t e l l  the exact distance a t  sea, 
but i t  would be I ' d  say about 1,000 yards, o r  maybe a mi le .  
You have no way o f  ascertaining exactly how f a r  i t  i s .  

Q .  And as f a r  as the pos i t  ions o f  the ships were 
concerned, d id  you make any observation o f  that? 
A .  They would be stat ionary in  the opposite d i rec t ion  t o  
what we were facing.  Apparently CAPT Co l l ins  came on bows 
f i r s t .  

Q .  So you ' re  saying t ha t  from what you observed on each 
o f  these two occasions, the Sydney, as f a r  as you could see 
from the resu l t ,  approached from the bow rather than the 
stern? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  M r  Sheldon-Collins, i s  there any other recol lect ion 
tha t  you have a t  a l l  in  re la t i on  t o  CAPT Co l l ins  and coming 
t o  act ion s tat ions f o r  s h i p ' s  ident i f icat ion? Do you have 
any other recol lect ion o f  that? 
A .  Not r e a l l y .  There could have been, but there were 
lo ts  o f  ships we passed which could have sa t i s f i ed  t h e i r  
i den t i f i ca t i on  and no act ion was taken. 

Q .  I s  i t  f a i r  t o s a y ,  M r  Sheldon-Collins, t ha t  you are 
assuming t ha t  there was an iden t i f i ca t i on  procedure going 
on as a consequence o f  what you saw once you had been 
released from act ion stat ions? 
A .  Well, A ld is  lamp o r  the signalmen would be doing t h e i r  
duty, s igna l l ing  t o  the ship.  
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Q .  You have recal led your f i r s t  s ight ing o f  CAPT Burnett 
and what occurred when you f i r s t  saw him. Do you recal l  
going t o  sea wi th  CAPT Burnett in command? 
A .  Yes, t h a t ' s  correct .  

Q .  And do you have any recol lect ion o f  any procedure o f  
coming t o  act ion s tat ions - was t ha t  a regular day-to-day 
rout ine o r  was i t  d i f f e ren t  from what you had under 
CAPT Col l  ins? 
A .  I don ' t  reca l l  going t o a c t i o n s t a t i o n s a t a n y  time 
under CAPT Burnett. 

Q .  I want t o  suggest t o  you tha t  a t  least each morning, 
a t  least each morning, as a matter o f  rout ine the ship a t  
dawn would go t o  act ion stat ions? 
A .  In the past, i t  d id .  But - -  

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  Well, the log shows t ha t  i t  d id  under 
CAPT Burnett, every day. 
A .  When I was transferred t o  the wardroom gal ley,  wel l ,  
I never went t o  act ion s tat ions,  even though I was, on 
paper, s t i l l  in  charge o f  the magazine. 

CMDR RUSH: Q .  M r  Sheldon-Collins, the log, the record 
o f  HMAS Sydney, shows i t  coming t o  act ion s tat ions every 
day a t  dawn. Do you have any recol lect ion o f  that? 
A .  Well, I never went, i f  i t  was. 

Q .  But you would have gone t o  act ion s tat ions,  surely,  i f  
the ship had been ca l led  t o  act ion stat ions? 
A .  De f in i te l y .  

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  M r  Sheldon-Collins, how long d i d  you 
serve under CAPT Burnett? 
A .  That I ' m  not qu i te  sure o f .  

Q .  He d i d n ' t  take over u n t i l  I t h ink  15 May. I th ink  he 
took command on 15 May 1941. You l e f t  some time in  June, 
d i d  you? 
A .  That 's  what I th ink ,  because I ' v e  got no f i rm  
knowledge o f  the date I l e f t ,  because the service 
c e r t i f i c a t e  says 2 A p r i l ,  but I f i r s t  saw CAPT Burnett on 
board when we were a t  Fremantle. 

Q .  Yes, but you said,  I th ink ,  t ha t  you went t o  a wedding 
towards the end o f  June. 
A .  28 June. 
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Q .  28 June, and you had l e f t  the ship by then? 
A .  I beg your pardon? 

Q .  You had l e f t  Sydney by then? 
A .  Yes. I was back in  Fl inders Naval Depot. 

Q .  How long before the wedding d i d  you leave Sydney? 
A .  That I ' m  not cer ta in  o f ,  because I ar r ived in  
Fl inders, I went t o  the c lo th ing s tore and got a c h i t  f o r  
a t a i l o r  t o  make me a new uniform f o r  the wedding, and 
I got i t  the week before, so we only got leave once 
a fo r tn igh t ,  so i t  would be roughly three o r  four weeks. 

Q .  Before 28 June? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  Which means t ha t  you served under CAPT Burnett f o r  
about a f o r t n  i ght? 
A .  Well, t ha t  I cannot say, because I f i r s t  saw 
CAPT Burnett on board when we were in  Fremantle a f t e r  
CAPT Co l l ins  had l e f t .  But there was no celebrat ion o f  
CAPT Co l l ins  leaving o r  the new captain coming, because, as 
I say, when I was in  Sydney due t o  leave the ship,  I was 
recal led and sent in  charge o f  the wardroom gal ley,  from 
the capta in 's  gal ley where I worked under the two preceding 
capta ins . 

CMDR RUSH: Q .  As you've indicated t o  the Commissioner, 
you have no recol lect ion as t o  f o r  how long you were in  
Sydney wh i l s t  - -  

A .  No recol lect ion whatsoever. 

Q .  You indicated t ha t  you went t o  sea, I t h ink  you said, 
under CAPT Burnett. Do you have any recol lect ion - -  

A .  Out o f  Fremantle, yes. 

Q .  Was t ha t  j u s t  on patrol  duty in  and around the coast 
o f  Western Austra l i a? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  And, again, you d o n ' t  know f o r  how long t ha t  was? 
A .  No. 

Q .  I need t o  ask you a question about paragraph 36 o f  
your s ta tutory  declarat ion, M r  Sheldon-Collins. You 
indicate there tha t  a t  some stage wh i l s t  you served under 
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CAPT Burnett, you c a n ' t  reca l l  how long you were a t  sea but 
you reca l l  an incident in  the Indian Ocean when you 
encountered a suspicious ship.  Why do you say t ha t  the 
ship was suspicious? 
A .  Well, the normal procedure was carr ied out .  He sa i led 
up t o  the ship, and I wondered - -  

Q .  I asked you why do you say t ha t  the ship was 
suspicious? 
A .  Well, a l l  ships were treated as suspicious. 

Q .  Do you have any knowledge o f  the s igna l l ing  tha t  had 
taken place between the ship - -  

A .  No. 

Q .  Then i f  the s igna l l i ng  had indicated t ha t  the ship was 
not suspicious, you wouldn't know that? 
A .  True. 

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  M r  Sheldon-Collins, d i d  you ever go 
in  convoy wh i ls t  CAPT Burnett was captain up t o  the Sunda 
Stra i t ?  
A .  Up t o  where? 

Q .  The Sunda Stra i t  . 
A .  No. We came from Sydney and we hoved t o  j u s t  in  the 
bottom o f  Port P h i l l i p  Bay over Portsea. We stayed there 
a l l  day and we sa i led f o r  Fremantle, so I never recol lect  
going t o  Singapore. 

Q .  I t ' s  not a t  Singapore but i t ' s  up towards Singapore. 
A .  I would have recol lected, because I ' d  been there on 
our way t o  the Med, and a f t e r  the war I was there f o r  the 
surrender. 

THE PRESIDENT: LEUT Not t le ,  do you have the s h i p ' s  log? 

CMDR RUSH: For t ha t  date, f o r  May, s i r ?  

THE PRESIDENT: Well, the s h i p ' s  log shows t ha t  the ship 
in  f a c t  went t o  act ion s tat ions on 2 June on a voyage from 
Fremantle t o  the Sunda S t r a i t .  I f  t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  i t  means 
tha t  M r  Sheldon-Collins was o f f  the ship by then. I would 
l i ke  t o  know the date on which the ship l e f t  on i t s  voyage 
t o  the Sunda S t r a i t .  

CMDR RUSH: Yes, s i r .  
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THE PRESIDENT: Because tha t  w i l l  def ine, a t  least 
end date, the time M r  Sheldon-Collins served under 
CAPT Burnett.  As he d i d n ' t  take over u n t i l  15 May, 
period seems t o  be qu i te  shor t .  

CMDR RUSH: Yes. While tha t  i s  being done, s i r ,  I 
move on. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

CMDR RUSH: Q .  M r  Sheldon-Collins, I want t o  ask 

by the 

the 

might 

YOU 
about paragraph 38 o f  your a f f i d a v i t .  Af ter  re la t i ng  the 
course o f  conduct o f  the ship as previously questioned 
about, you say: 

The f a c t  t ha t  we thought there could be 
a raider in  the area (we had chased one in  
the Seychelles only a few months before) 
ye t  had sa i led up so close t o  another 
s h i p . .  . 

When you say you had chased a raider in  the Seychelles - -  

A .  No, we searched f o r  the ra ider .  On our way home from 
the Mediterranean, as you pass through the various naval 
s ta t ions,  we'd come under the command o f t h e  NOlC a t  
Colombo. We were sent in to  Mogadishu t o  s ink any ships 
tha t  were in  the harbour, and wh i ls t  we were there Colombo 
signal led tha t  there was a ship t ha t  had sent out an SOS, 
so we sent the Walrus o f f  and f o r  three days we searched 
f o r t h e  ship,  t o  no a v a i l .  

Q .  M r  Sheldon-Collins, between t ha t  time and t h i s  time 
tha t  you al lege under CAPT Burnett, was there anything else 
said t o  you about a raider being in  the area, and 
pa r t i cu la r l y  a raider in  the area o f f  Fremantle? 
A .  No. 

THE PRESIDENT: That incident in the Seychelles was 
in  January, was i t  not? 

CMDR RUSH: I t  was, s i r  

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  That incident in  the Seychelles was 
in  January l 94 l?  
A .  That 's  correct ,  yes. 
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CMDR RUSH: The log records, s i r ,  a t  NAA.014.0161 - -  

THE PRESIDENT: Shall we br ing t ha t  up on the screen 

CMDR RUSH: - -  a t  1600, i f  we can j u s t  come down the 
page - -  

THE PRESIDENT: I ' m  glad you can a l l  see i t ,  because 
I c a n ' t .  Perhaps I ' l l  take a short adjournment while we 
so r t  t h i s  out .  I see i t  i s  11.30. 

SHORT ADJOURNMENT 

CMDR RUSH: Q .  M r  Sheldon-Collins, the log o f  31 May 
indicates tha t  Sydney slipped i t s  mooring a t  Fremantle a t  
1620 hours. The f i r s t  question: you c a n ' t  say in  your 
evidence whether you were on the ship o r  not on the ship a t  
t h i s  stage? 
A .  A t  what time? 

Q .  You c a n ' t  say whether you were on the ship on 31 May? 
A .  No. 

Q .  I might take you t o  the log f o r  2 June. I f  you can 
focus in  on 0615 hours, which i s  a t  the top o f  the page, 
the f i r s t  entry,  what the log reads there f o r  2 June f o r  
the Sydney from Fremantle t o  Sunda S t r a i t  i s  t ha t  a t  0615 
in  the morning, the ship assumed f i r s t  degree o f  readiness. 
You say t ha t  you have no recol lect ion o f  the s h i p ' s  rout ine 
including that? 
A .  Not on 2 June. As I say, I don ' t  know exactly when 
I l e f t  the ship.  

Q .  And you have no recol lect ion,  any time you served 
under CAPT Burnett, o f  the ship coming t o  f i r s t  degree o f  
readiness a t  dawn? 
A .  As I sa id ,  I was s t  i l l on paper in  charge o f  the a f t e r  
magazine, but I don ' t  remember why - i t  was a cr iminal 
offence. Ei ther i t  wasn't on o r  I was g u i l t y .  

Q .  But as f a r  as act ion stat ions i s  concerned and looking 
a t  the log, i f  act ion s tat ions i s  recorded a t  dawn, 
0615 hours, the ship coming t o  f i r s t  degree o f  readiness o r  
act ion s tat ions i s  not something t ha t  you say you can 
recal l  happening a t  any time under CAPT Burnett? 
A .  No, I c a n ' t .  The corporal o f  the gangway usual ly 
shook me a t  5.30, and I lashed my hammock, put i t  down the 
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mess deck and then returned t o  the gal ley and l i t  the o i l  
f i res and prepared breakfast. 

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  The log shows t ha t  Sydney slipped 
from Fremantle on 31 May 1941 on the way t o  Sunda S t r a i t .  
M r  Sheldon-Collins has said t ha t  he d i d  not take tha t  
voyage. That means t ha t  he l e f t  the ship not la te r  than 
30 May 1941 . 
A .  Correct, s i r .  

THE PRESIDENT: CAPT Burnett took command on 15 May 1941, 
so he was in  harbour on 16 May. Then she went t o  sea on 
patrol  f o r  four days from 17 t o  21 May. She was then in  
harbour on the 22nd and the 23rd, and then she went t o  sea 
again f o r  a couple o f  days. So a t  i t s  lengthiest,  t h i s  
witness served under CAPT Burnett f o r  a maximum o f  15 days, 
o f  which some was spent in  po r t .  

CMDR RUSH: Q .  You do recal l  going t o  sea under CAPT 
Burnett, do you? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  On the f i r s t  voyage a f t e r  he took command out o f  
Fremantle? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  The log shows t ha t  every day t ha t  the ship was a t  sea 
on t ha t  voyage, i t  d i d  go t o  act ion s tat ions every morning. 
A .  In t ha t  case, I would be e l i g i b l e  t o  be charged f o r  
neglect o f  duty. 

Q .  
that  
A .  
acc l 
s t i  I 

Q .  
on 1 
A .  

Q .  

There i s  no prospect o f  t h a t .  You needn't worry about 
I ' m  j u s t  t r y i ng  t o  f i n d  out what happened. 

I s  i t  possible tha t  CAPT Burnett came on board t o  
matise himself wi th  the ship whi le CAPT Co l l ins  was 
on board? 

No, t h a t ' s  not possible. CAPT Burnett came on board 
May and he took command a t  9.30am on 15 May. 

Did t ha t  happen in  Fremantle? 

A t  Fremantle, and CAPT Col l ins then l e f t  the s h i ~  and 
the ship went t o  sea a f t e r  t ha t  under the command o f  
CAPT Burnett and, when i t  d id  so, i t  went t o  act ion 
s tat ions every morning a t  dawn, and i t  going t o  act ion 
s tat ions and i t  standing down from act ion s tat ions and the 
times t ha t  tha t  occurred are recorded every day in  the log 
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t o  minute. 
A .  D i d  he actual l  y  record i t  or  the o f f i c e r  o f  the day? 

Q .  The o f f i c e r  o f  the day. 
A .  Just fo l lowing on from the previous captain. 

Q .  I t  i s  precisely the same procedure as occurred under 
CAPT Co l l ins  and the log i s  i n i t i a l l e d  both by the o f f i c e r  
o f t h e  day and by CAPT Burnett. And, in  addi t ion,  there i s  
a  report o f  proceedings f o r  every month's endeavours. But 
the log makes i t  en t i r e l y  c lear t ha t  t h a t ' s  what happened. 
But you have no recol lect ion o f  that? 
A .  No. 

Q .  Do you recal l  seeing the Queen Mary? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  I t  was on tha t  occasion, on - -  

A .  And we escorted her and the Mauritania wi th the 
Austral ia wi th Sydney under CAPT Col l  ins leading, because 
he was the senior captain, and during coming in to Fremantle 
past Rottnest, o r  j u s t  beforehand, the Austral ia f lew the 
Walrus o f f ,  and then Sydney d i d  the same, and as we were 
recovering i t ,  we damaged i t s  wing. 

Q .  Do you recal l  seeing the Queen Mary when Sydney was 
under the command o f  CAPT Burnett? 
A .  No. Actual ly,  we saw the Queen Mary qu i te  a l o t  when 
we were in  Australian waters because we were the f i r s t  ship 
t o  escort i t  in to  Austral ian waters in  I t h ink  Apr i l  1940 
o r  a  b i t  e a r l i e r .  

Q .  The log records t ha t  on 21 May, t h a t ' s  CAPT Burnet t 's  
f i r s t  voyage out o f  Fremantle, the ship assumed the f i r s t  
degree o f  readiness a t  0430, tha t  i s  4.30 in  the morning, 
and t ha t  she sighted the Queen Mary a t  0536 t ha t  morning 
and t ha t  she remained a t  act ion s tat ions o r  f i r s t  degree o f  
readiness u n t i l  0650 t ha t  day. Do you have any 
recol lect ion o f  that? 
A .  No, as I say, when I was in  charge o f  the wardroom 
gal ley I never went t o  act ion s tat ions a t  any t ime. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, very well 

CMDR RUSH: Q .  M r  Sheldon-Collins, there i s  one other 
matter. In your s ta tutory  declarat ion, you indicate tha t ,  
in  your opinion, the Carley f l o a t  t ha t  i s  said t o  be 
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recovered from Sydney t ha t  i s  in  the Australian War 
Memorial i s  not a Carley f l o a t  from HMAS Sydney. In 
substance, tha t  i s  based upon your opinion t ha t  HMAS Sydney 
d i d  not have any o f  the smaller pat tern number 20 type 
Carley f loa ts?  
A .  They had f i v e  large ones - two on the quarterdeck, two 
on the 4-inch gundeck and one j u s t  behind the bridge. 

Q .  Do you remember any Carley f l o a t s  being on the po r t  
S i de forecast l e deck? 
A .  The po r t  s ide forecastle? 

Q .  Yes. 
A .  Never. 

Q .  I j u s t  want t o  show you a photograph which i s  taken 
from the book o f  M r  Olsen. Could I ask you t o  have a look 
a t  t h a t .  I have a copy f o r  the Commissioner. 
A .  That i s  not a photo o f  the Sydney. 

Q .  That 's  not a photo o f  the Sydney? 
A .  No, because the 4-inch gundeck was not where i t  i s  
posit ioned. That 's  the waste under the sea boat, and about 
tha t  area would be the torpedo waste, torpedo tubes and the 
potato locker and the whaler. The 4-inch gundeck was 
elevated wi th  the torpedo workshop below. 

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  But tha t  i s  shown elevated. 
A .  Furthermore, wh i ls t  we were in  the Mediterranean - and 
again I have i t  on video a t  home - we had, I suppose i t  
would be leather rather than p l as t i c  protect ing the gun's 
crew from any shrapnel, although they are - -  

Q .  Excuse me, M r  Sheldon-Collins - -  

A .  - -  a 4 - i n c h g u n .  

Q .  - -  t ha t  photograph does show the 4-inch gundeck in  an 
elevated pos i t ion.  
A .  I s t h a t a  genu inepho too ra  creation by computer? 

Q .  I t ' s  a photograph in  the War Memorial 

CMDR RUSH: I ' l l  come t o  tha t ,  s i r  

THE WITNESS: Again, wh i l s twewere  in  the Mediterranean, 
we had degaussing cable placed around the guardrai l  in  the 
event o f  coming in  contact wi th  magnetic mines, so 
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I d e f i n i t e l y  re fute t ha t  as HMAS Sydney in  re la t i on  t o  the 
box and d ice.  I t ' s  not a photo, because the 4-inch gundeck 
was j u s t  forward o f  the wardroom gal ley, and when we stored 
potatoes on the 4-inch gundeck I used t o  have t o  s i d l e  
along wi th  i t  on my back on the top o f  the deck and then 
jump from the catwalk on t o  X deck. Now, t ha t  gun was 
never there.  

CMDR RUSH: Q .  Put t ing tha t  t o  one side - -  

A .  S o y o u ' r e t r y i n g t o t r i c k m e .  

Q .  Well, I don ' t  want t o  do tha t ,  but j u s t  in  re la t i on  t o  
the Carley f l o a t s  t ha t  are ident i f ied  there o r  shown in  the 
photograph, you agree t ha t  they ' re  the smaller type o f  
Car ley f l oa t?  
A .  Well, I have photos o f  i t  where the pinnace and the 
motor boats were there.  I l i ved on i t  f o r  two and 
a h a l f  years, near ly.  

Q .  I t  was the place, I suggest, where the 30-foot g i g  was 
i n i t i a l l y  stored, where those Carley f l o a t s  are depicted? 
A .  I c a n ' t  accept i t  as a genuine photograph, nor w i l l  
I ever do so. 

CMDR RUSH: I tender t ha t  photograph f o r  ident i f i ca t ion ,  
s i r .  

THE WITNESS: Because when you move in  a b i t  from there, 
the superstructure here i s  not par t  o f  the Sydney. I th ink  
i t  might be a navy cover-up t o  create some delusion. 

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  Why do you th ink  that? 
A .  Why d i d  I say that? 

Q .  Why d i d  you say t ha t ,  yes 
A .  Why? 

Q .  Yes. 
A .  Look, I l i ved in  t ha t  area f o r  over two years, and 
I know i t  l i ke  I know my own u n i t ,  and tha t  i s  not Sydney, 
because I have photographs a t  home t ha t  I took wi th  my 
movie camera and I ' v e  had them transferred on t o  video. 

THE PRESIDENT: Have you seen those, CMDR Rush? 

CMDR RUSH: I don ' t  t h ink  we have, s i r ,  but we w i l l  obtain 
them and look a t  them. 
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THE PRESIDENT: Q .  M r  Sheldon-CoIIins, i f  you have some 
pictures,  i t  would be very useful f o r  the Commission t o  
have a look a t  those. 
A .  How long i s  the Commission going t o  last? 

Q .  Long enough t o  look a t  your p ic tures.  
A .  Because I ' m  booked t o  f l y  t o  Brisbane on Friday and 
I ' m  going home on Monday. 

Q .  I ' m  sure some arrangements can be made - -  

A .  So I can run them through and post them t o  you 

Q .  Yes, thank you very much. 
A .  The same as the f i lms  t ha t  I ' v e  sent t o  Darwin which 
the War Memorial has. They've edited them out t o  s u i t .  

EXHIBIT #41 PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN FROM BOOK OF MR OLSEN 

CMDR RUSH: Q .  Just t o  conclude on t h i s  issue, I know 
i t ' s  a matter you d o n ' t  agree wi th,  M r  Sheldon-Collins, but 
I do want you t o  have a look a t  t h i s  photograph. I have 
a copy f o r  the Commissioner. That i s  a photograph from the 
co l lec t ion  o f  the Austral ian War Memorial which ident i f ies  
what we're looking a t  as the quarterdeck o r  the stern o f  
Sydney wi th  two large Carley f l o a t s  and a smaller Carley 
f l o a t  in  the larger Carley f l o a t .  Do you see that? 
A .  Well, t o s t a r t w i t h S y d n e y  - -  

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  And i t  i s  said t o  be a p ic tu re  
taken - -  

A .  This i s t a k e n a l l e g e d l y  pass ing thew i l son ' s  
Promontory. 

Q .  - -  in  escort o f  Queen Mary and Queen E l i zabeth - -  

A .  Yes, t h a t ' s  coming from Sydney. 

Q .  Excuse me, which are presumably the two ships shown 
astern o f  the vessel in  the picture? 
A .  I t  ' S  going from west t o  east rather than from east t o  
west. As I said, anything coming out o f  the War Memorial 
has been edited o r  computer improved, because I was there 
in  March, and in  sp i t e  o f  a f i l m  I sent t o  them disputing 
tha t  Sydney had a small f l o a t  on the starboard large f l o a t ,  
they were teaching school chi ldren t ha t  the f l o a t  tha t  they 
have on display there was o f f  the HMAS Sydney. That 's  
a complete prefabr icat ion o f  deluding the school chi ldren.  
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CMDR RUSH: Q .  I s  i t  your evidence, M r  Sheldon-Collins 
tha t  what i s  depicted in  tha t  photograph wi th  the smaller 
Carley f l o a t  inside the larger Carley f l o a t  i s  not the 
stern o f  HMAS Sydney? 
A .  De f in i te l y ,  t ha t  i s  not the Sydney, in  sp i te  o f  - 
wel l ,  i t ' s  got,  what, three bol lards instead o f  two. 

Q .  You say i t  i s  because there are three bol lards instead 
o f  two; correct? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  I want t o  put t h i s  addit ional piece o f  evidence t o  
you. In the record o f  proceedings t ha t  the s h i p ' s  captain 
i s  required t o  wr i te  every month, CAPT Burnett, on 
4 October 1941 , wrote in  h i s  report f o r  September tha t  on 
3 September Sydney, in  escort,  f o r  a rendezvous in  the 
Bight, was followed astern by two b i g  ships a t  speed, and 
a photograph was taken o f  the ships from Sydney tha t  
indicated the two ships fo l lowing, o r  indicated the b i g  
ships in  the convoy and the stern o f  Sydney. 

Now, wi th  tha t  addit ional piece o f  information, does 
tha t  do anything t o  perhaps change your mind? 
A .  A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  go back a b i t  f u r the r .  CAPT Burnett 
requested more Carley f l o a t s  when he became captain but - -  

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  How do you know that? 
A .  Navy statement t o  Montgomery's book. 

Q .  L e t ' s  not worry about what M r  Montgomery sa id.  L e t ' s  
j u s t  have your evidence about what you know. 
A .  And the navy never had any, so they approved o f  
scrambling nets on 12 November, and Sydney sa i led  on 
11 November, never t o  re turn.  

CMDR RUSH: S i r ,  I tender the photograph f o r  
i den t i f i ca t i on .  

EXHIBIT #42 PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN FROM SYDNEY INDICATING TWO 
SH l PS I N  CONVOY 

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  This photograph, according t o  i t s  
endorsement, was taken some three months a f t e r  you l e f t  the 
ship, M r  Sheldon-Collins. Do you understand that? 
A .  I c a n ' t  hear you. 
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Q .  This photograph t ha t  you have in  f r on t  o f  you was 
taken three months a f t e r  you l e f t  the ship.  Do you 
understand that? 
A .  Well, why would I have a photo on my movie camera o f  
exactly the same but j u s t  the h a l f  po in t  o f  the island? 

Q .  I ' m  j u s t  point ing out t o  you, whatever you may have - -  

A .  I claim t ha t  i s  the Austral ia,  wi th Sydney leading, 
coming in to  Fremantle under CAPT Co l l i ns .  And t ha t  i s ,  
I thought a t  the time, Rottnest Island. I t  i s  probably one 
o f  the other small islands in  the area. 

CMDR RUSH: No fu r ther  matters. 

THE WITNESS: Because my photo cuts the island in  h a l f .  
Not only tha t ,  a short  time a f t e r  I took i t ,  Austral ia f lew 
o f f  i t s  Walrus and I have tha t  on f i l m ,  too.  

THE PRESIDENT: Yes 

CMDR RUSH: No fu r ther  matters 

LCDR RENWICK: No questions from me, s i r .  

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, M r  Sheldon-Collins. You've 
been very he lp fu l .  That concludes your evidence. I f  you 
could make those photographs avai lable,  tha t  would be very 
usefu I . 

THE WITNESS: I beg your pardon? 

THE PRESIDENT: I f  you could make any other photographs 
tha t  you have avai lable,  tha t  would be very usefu l .  

THE WITNESS: Shall do, but they won't  be here t 
middle o f  next week. 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. 

<THE WITNESS WITHDREW 

CMDR RUSH: I c a l l  M r  Templeton, s i r .  

i I I the 
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