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THE PRESIDENT: Yes, LCDR Renwick 

LCDR RENWICK: S i r ,  my name i s  Renwick, along wi th  
LCDR Katter ,  who i s  on my r i g h t ,  and on the instruct ions o f  
CDRE Rory Burnett, may we seek leave t o  appear in  the 
interests o f t h e  la te  CAPT Burnett? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, t ha t  leave i s  granted 

CMDR RUSH: S i r ,  I appear wi th  LEUT Not t le  as counsel 
ass is t ing t h i s  morning. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, CMDR Rush. 

CMDR RUSH: S i r ,  f i r s t l y  could I tender some documents 
tha t  have been submitted t o  the Commission o f  lnquiry, and 
I would ask, s i r ,  i f  you have been provided wi th  a fo lder  
o f  documents headed "Documents f o r  tender on 1 September"? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I have 

CMDR RUSH: S i r ,  the proposal i s  t ha t ,  rather than provide 
you wi th  voluminous mater ia l ,  a l l  t h i s  material w i l l  be on 
the website o f  the Commission o f  lnquiry;  hard copy w i l l  be 
provided as necessary. But f o r  the purposes o f  the tender, 
s i r ,  we desire t o  tender the indexes which demonstrate the 
nature o f  the material t ha t  i s  the subject o f  the tender. 

THE PRESIDENT: Very we l l 

CMDR RUSH: S i r ,  the f i r s t  document i s  an index t o  19 
volumes o f  submissions t o  the parliamentary inquiry, which 
contains 448 documents. 

THE PRESIDENT: A l l  r i g h t ,  I shal l  mark t ha t  as an 
exh ib i t .  What i s  the next exh ib i t  number? 

CMDR RUSH: The next exh ib i t  number i s  29 

EXHIBIT #29 INDEX TO 19 VOLUMES OF SUBMISSIONS TO THE 
PARLIAMENTARY INOUIRY CONTAINING 448 DOCUMENTS 

CMDR RUSH: S i r ,  the next document i s  an index t o  the 
t ranscr ip ts  o f  the parliamentary inquiry containing, in  
a l l ,  seven documents f o r  the seven days o f  hearing o f  tha t  
inquiry.  
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EXHIBIT #30 INDEX TO THE TRANSCRIPTS OF THE PARLIAMENTARY 
INQUIRY CONTAINING 7 DOCUMENTS 

CMDR RUSH: The next document, s i r ,  i s  the report  o f  the 
parliamentary inquiry in to  the loss o f  HMAS Sydney I I .  

EXHIBIT #31 REPORT OF THE PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY INTO THE 
LOSS OF HMAS SYDNEY I I  

CMDR RUSH: The document en t i t l ed  "Government response t o  
the parliamentary inquiry into the loss o f  HMAS Sydney 1 1 " .  

EXHIBIT #32 GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE PARLIAMENTARY 
INQUIRY INTO THE LOSS OF HMAS SYDNEY I I  

CMDR RUSH: The next document, s i r ,  i s  an index o f  the 
report o f  the parliamentary inquiry in to  the loss o f  HMAS 
Sydney I I . 

EXHIBIT #33 INDEX OF THE REPORT OF THE PARLIAMENTARY 
INQUIRY INTO THE LOSS OF HMAS SYDNEY I I  

CMDR RUSH: The next document i s  an index t o  the 
submissions and t ranscr ip t  o f  evidence o f  t ha t  inquiry 

EXHIBIT #34 INDEX TO SUBMISSIONS AND TRANSCRIPT OF INQUIRY 

CMDR RUSH: The next document i s  an index o f  witnesses and 
submissions o f  witnesses t o  the inquiry and t ranscr ip ts  o f  
oral evidence from the parliamentary inquiry.  

EXHIBIT #35 INDEX OF WITNESSES AND SUBMISSIONS OF WITNESSES 
TO THE INQUIRY AND TRANSCRIPTS OF ORAL EVIDENCE FROM THE 
PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

CMDR RUSH: The next document, s i r ,  i s  an index o f  oral  
evidence f o r  t h i s  Inquiry.  We' l l  need t o  check the date o f  
tha t  index. May I come back t o  t ha t  document 8 and get an 
inst ruct ion on tha t ,  s i r ?  

THE PRESIDENT: This i s  the oral evidence before the 
par1 iamentary inquiry, I t h ink .  

CMDR RUSH: The dates would suggest tha t ,  s i r .  I j u s t  
wasn't qu i te  sure, but I th ink  i t  i s .  

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, i t  i s .  
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CMDR RUSH: I t  i s ,  s i r ,  thank you 

EXHIBIT #36 INDEX OF ORAL EVIDENCE - INQUIRY INTO LOSS OF 
HMAS SYDNEY - TRANSCRIPT OF ORAL EVIDENCE 27.3.1998 - 

29.6.1998 

CMDR RUSH: Then, s i r ,  t he  next  document i s  an 
t he  submissions, 133 documents i n  a l l ,  provided 
Inqu i ry .  

EXHIBIT #37 INDEX TO SUBMISSIONS CONTAINING 133 

CMDR RUSH: The next ,  s i r ,  i s  an index t o  what 
c a l l e d  p r i v a t e  co l l ec t i ons ,  which are  var ious documents, 
a r t i c l e s  and matters t h a t  have been provided by members o f  
t he  pub l i c  t o  t he  Commission o f  Inqu i ry .  

i ndex t o  
t o  t h i s  

DOCUMENTS 

have been 

EXHIBIT #38 INDEX TO PRIVATE COLLECTIONS CONTAINING 87 
DOCUMENTS 

LCDR RENWICK: S i r ,  o f  course we have no ob jec t ion  t o  any 
o f t h o s e ,  bu t  i n  due course we may wish t o  make submissions 
as t o  weight.  

THE PRESIDENT: O f  course 

CMDR RUSH: S i r ,  we have a number o f  witnesses t o  be 
c a l l e d  today. One witness, s i r ,  we ' re  making i nqu i r i es  as 
t o  h i s  whereabouts a t  t he  moment, bu t  M r  Ruston i s  our 
f i r s t  witness and I c a l l  him, s i r .  

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you 

<IAN STANLEY CLARENCE RUSTON, sworn: [l 0.08amI 

<EXAMINATION BY CMDR RUSH: 

CMDR RUSH: Q .  M r  Ruston, i s  your f u l l  name 
lan Stanley Ruston? 
A .  Stanley - I ' v e  got  a Clarence i n  there ,  too,  j u s t  f o r  
good measure. 

Q .  Thank you. Do you res ide a t  - 
-7 
A .  Yes. 
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Q .  M r  Ruston, were you born on 
A .  Yes, s l i g h t l y  older than you. 

Q .  M r  Ruston, in  these proceedings, have you sworn 
a s tatutory  declarat ion - -  

A .  Yes, I have. 

Q .  - -  thatconta insev idence in re la t i on  t o y o u r  time in  
the Royal Australian Navy, pa r t i cu la r l y  circumstances and 
events as a wireless te legraphist  in  the navy? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  Do you have a copy o f  t ha t  before you? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  Are the contents o f  the s tatutory  declarat ion t rue  and 
correct? 
A .  Yes. 

CMDR RUSH: S i r ,  t ha t  declarat ion i s  contained on 
Summation a t  WIT.012.0001. 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. 

CMDR RUSH: I tender t ha t  document, s i r  

EXHIBIT #39 STATUTORY DECLARATION OF IAN STANLEY CLARENCE 
RUSTON, WITN.012.0001 

CMDR RUSH: Q .  M r  Ruston, do you remember what year you 
j o i ned the navy? 
A .  No. I c a n ' t  t e l l  you t h a t .  I th ink  you t o l d  me, 
actua l l y . 

Q .  Did you attend the Fl inders Naval Depot? 
A .  Yes, I d i d .  I was 18 months there.  The wireless 
s t a f f  spent more time in  FND than in  any o f  the other 
branches. 

Q .  Did you undertake a course a t  the Fl inders Naval Depot 
in  re la t i on  t o  wireless telegraphy? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  That course was f o r  approximately how long? 
A .  I t  covered the f u l l  18 months, ac tua l l y .  

Q .  When you jo ined the navy, had the Second World War 
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commenced o r  not? 
A .  No, no. 

Q .  1938 - would t ha t  be approximately the time tha t  you 
j o i ned? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  Did you j o i n  HMAS Sydney on completion o f  t ha t  course? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  Was t ha t  in  Apr i l 1939? 
A .  That 's  about r i g h t .  

Q .  When you jo ined Sydney, what was your r o l e  and where 
were you posted? 
A .  I was j u s t  an ordinary te legraphist  and became one o f  
the communications s t a f f  on Sydney. 

Q .  In a l l ,  approximately how many communications s t a f f  
were in  the ship? 
A .  I t  would have been about 30, 1 t h ink .  

Q .  M r  Ruston, your recol lect ion in  re la t i on  t o t h e  
transmission o f  signals t o  and from the ship - f i r s t l y ,  how 
was t ha t  done? What was the nature o f  the s ignal l ing? 
A .  A l l  communications, pa r t i cu la r l y  in  wartime, are by 
code. 

Q .  I f  a signal were received by HMAS Sydney, what s o r t  o f  
code was i t  received in? How was i t  received on the ship? 
A .  I t  was usual ly a f ou r - l e t t e r  code. I t  would come over 
the wireless. There would be an operator on duty a l l  the 
time, o f  course, and sometimes several operators. 

Q .  When you mentioned "code" and "received over the 
wireless",  was i t  received in  Morse code? 
A .  Oh, d e f i n i t e l y .  

Q .  Did you receive signals in  Morse code? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  A t  your s ta t ion ,  what was the apparatus t ha t  was used? 
How would you hear o r  l i s ten  t o  the signals? 
A .  I had a pa i r o f  earphones, a W i r e  less in  f r o n t  o f  me 
and a typewr i ter .  

Q .  On receiving Morse code le t te rs ,  what would you do? 
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A .  No, i t  would be Morse code. I t ' s  not l e t te rs  

Q .  I ' m  sorry,  when receiving Morse code, what would you 
do? 
A .  Just type out the l e t t e r s .  

Q .  Type out the le t ters? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  Would you understand the signal as received? 
A .  Wouldn't have a c lue.  I t  was code, h ighly secret and 
not my responsib i l i ty  o r  any operator 's responsib i l i ty  t o  
t r y  t o  in terpret  what was in i t .  

Q .  On receipt  o f  the s ignal ,  i t  would be typed out as you 
received i t ?  
A .  Yes. 

Q .  Where would i t  go from there? 
A .  I t  would go from there t o  the o f f i c e r  - i t  could have 
been pet ty  o f f i c e r  o r  ch i e f  pet ty  o f f i c e r  - o f  the watch, 
who would assemble a l l  the s ignals.  They would then go t o  
the signal o f f i c e r .  

Q .  What would the signal o f f i c e r  do wi th i t ?  
A .  I t  was h i s  responsib i l i ty  t o  decode them, put them in  
a f i l e ,  which would go t o  the captain, commander and any 
other relevant o f f i c e r s .  

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  M r  Ruston, d i d  you t rans late the 
Morse in to  let ters? 
A .  Yes. in to  l e t te rs .  

Q .  And you j u s t  typed out the l e t t e r s  which were in  
a code? 
A .  Yes. You had no way o f  knowing what was coming over 
and t ha t  code was changed regular ly t o  confuse any enemy 
tha t  was t r y i ng  t o  decode them. 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. 

CMDR RUSH: Q .  As f a r  as the code, were you aware, 
M r  Ruston, a t  t h i s  time how frequently the code changed? 
A .  To my knowledge tha t  we'd been t o l d ,  i t  would be every 
24 hours. 

Q .  Was there a code book, as you understood i t  o r  saw i t ,  
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t ha t  was used by the o f f i ce r?  
A .  I ' v e  never seen i t ,  but I understand t ha t  there was 
not only a code book but perhaps a machine, too .  

Q .  But you never had any pa r t  o f  that? 
A .  Never saw i t ,  no. They were highly secret,  and 
understandably so. 

Q .  Where were those signals received in  the ship? 
A .  In the main wireless o f f i c e .  

Q .  Where was the main wireless o f f i c e  situated? 
A .  Down below the upper deck towards the rear o f  the 
ship.  

Q .  Was tha t  the only place where signals were received o r  
sent from the sh i  p? 
A .  Normally, but there was the remote control o f f i c e  j u s t  
under the bridge and s l i g h t l y  abaft i t ,  and then there was 
one wireless o f f i c e ,  which t o  my knowledge was never used, 
r i g h t  down in  the very bowels o f  the ship.  

Q .  You re fer  t o  the remote o f f i c e .  
A .  Yes. 

Q .  Do you remember the t i t l e  o f  i t ?  
A .  Remote control . 

Q .  Remote control o f f i c e .  What was performed in  t ha t  
o f f  i  ce? 
A .  Well, not very much on Sydney, from the point  o f  view 
tha t  a t  no time in  those ear ly  days was f i gh te r  control 
ever put t o  the t e s t ,  because there were no planes - -  

Q .  By " f i gh te r  con t ro l " ,  you mean a i r c r a f t  control? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  Later in  your service, was t ha t  o f f i c e  used in  
re la t i on  t o  contact wi th  a i r c ra f t ?  
A .  Yes, i t w a s R T t h e n .  

Q .  Whilst you served on Sydney, M r  Ruston, apart from the 
Morse code telegraphy, was there any other method o f  
s ignal l ing? 
A .  Not t o  my knowledge, not tha t  I can remember. 

Q .  In par t i cu la r ,  toyourmemory, wasthereany radio 
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capab i l i t y  o f  p la in  spoken word communication? 
A .  No. 

Q .  Do you haveany recol lect ion o f a  signal ca l led a VAI 
s ignal? 
A .  Oh, d e f i n i t e l y .  We were made very aware o f  t ha t ,  
because i t  was a signal tha t  came over a t  least da i l y ,  
possibly more of ten,  which denoted where a l l  the f r i end ly  
merchant ships were in  the area. 

Q .  And in  re la t ion  t o  tha t  signal t ha t  came in ,  the VAI 
s ignal ,  were you able t o  t e l l  when you received a VAI 
signal o r  when you d i d n ' t ?  
A .  No. I t  was highly secret,  j u s t  the same as any other 
message coming in,  and I understand t ha t  qu i te  of ten 
signals t ha t  we took were j u s t  nothing; they were there t o  
stop surges when operations were beginning t o  take place, 
and so on. 

Q .  In re la t i on  t o  the VAI  s ignal ,  you say t ha t  you have 
a good recol lect ion o f  i t .  Was t ha t  on the basis o f  your 
discussions and knowledge o f  the nature o f  s ignals t ha t  
came on t o  the ship? 
A .  No. As I said, y o u c o u l d n ' t t e l l , j u s t r e a d i n g  
a s ignal ,  what was in  i t .  We were informed o f  i t .  CoII ins 
t r i e d  a t  a l l  times t o  keep h i s  s h i p ' s  company well aware o f  
what was happening, and also i t  would have been the 
responsib i l i ty  o f  the ch i e f  te legraphist  t o  say, "Now, 
you've got t o  read them as accurately as possible",  from 
the po in t  o f  view t ha t  i t  saves a l o t  o f  time and trouble 
i f  you get i t  r i g h t  the f i r s t  t ime. 

Q .  M r  Ruston, in  your s ta tutory  declarat ion, you re fe r  t o  
the VAI  signal as emanating from HMAS Harmon. I s  tha t  
a  f i  r m  reco I I ec t  ion? 
A .  No, not a t  a l l .  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you where i t  came from. 
I t ' s  j u s t  tha t  we a t  t ha t  stage understood t ha t  tha t  was 
the centre o f  operations. 

THE PRESIDENT: I t  came from navy o f f i c e  in  Melbourne, 
d i d n ' t  i t ?  

CMDR RUSH: I th ink  i t  d id ,  s i r .  There w i l l  be evidence, 
s i r ,  t ha t  the p l o t t i ng  o f  those ships was conducted in  
Melbourne. 

Q .  You also re fe r  in  your s ta tutory  declarat ion t o  
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d i rec t ion- f ind ing  equipment. Do you have any recol lect ion 
o f t h a t  being equipment tha t  was on Sydney during your 
t i  me? 
A .  No, none a t  a l l .  The only d i rec t ion  f ind ing  o f  any 
descript ion was the ASDIC. 

Q .  You have said t ha t  i t  was around Apr i l  1939 tha t  you 
jo ined Sydney, and d i d  you serve on Sydney u n t i l  
approximately December 1940? 
A .  Yes. I l e f t  Sydney about a  week before she actual ly  
came back. 

Q .  During your time on HMAS Sydney, M r  Ruston, when the 
ship was ca l led t o  act ion stat ions,  where was your pos i t ion 
a t  act ion stat ions? 
A .  Mainly in  the remote control o f f i c e .  I f  I was on 
watch, o f  course, i t  would have been in  the main wireless 
o f f  ice. 

Q .  In the remote control o f f i c e ,  were you provided wi th 
a view o f  - -  

A .  Too r i g h t .  

Q .  What so r t  o f  view? 
A .  You could step outside the door and see everything 
tha t  was going on. 

Q .  And from time t o  time d i d  you do that? 
A .  De f in i te l y .  

Q .  Do you have any recol lect ion o f  occasions during your 
service in  Sydney when act ion s tat ions were ca l led  in  
re la t i on  t o  the iden t i f i ca t i on  o f  ships? 
A .  Yes. I t ' s  understandably a b i t  vague, but I t h ink  i t  
happened several times t ha t  we went t o  act ion s tat ions,  
weren't actua l ly  t o l d  why a t  tha t  stage but then la ter  
stood down a f t e r  going around a ship t ha t  was a f a i r  
distance away. 

Q .  Do you recal l  now in  re la t ion  t o  those occasions 
whether the ships were merchant ships o r  war ships o r  - -  

A .  No, merchant ships. 

Q .  When you say, as I understand your evidence, "standing 
a f a i r  way away", do you have a recol lect ion o f  the 
operation o f  the sh i  p  a t  a  l  l  and the course o f  the sh i  p  in  
re la t i on  t o  the merchant ship tha t ,  as you understood i t ,  
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you were seeking t o  ident i fy? 
A .  Yes. Un t i l  the captain was sa t i s f i ed  tha t  i t  was in 
f ac t  a sh i p in the VAI  , we wou Id be a t  ac t  ion s tat ions the 
whole time and everything would be t ra ined on t ha t  sh ip .  

Q .  In your s ta tutory  declarat ion, you re fer  t o ,  in the 
best o f  your recol lect ion a t  the time tha t  was signed by 
you, as occurring on two occasions, t o  the best o f  your 
recol lect ion.  Do you have any idea now where the ship was 
geographically a t  the time? 
A .  No. I t  would have been very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  have 
any idea a t  a l l ,  because we would have been out o f  s igh t  o f  
land, and the sea j u s t  looks the sea. 

Q .  O f  the same nature, do you know whether a t  the time o f  
those occasions tha t  you re fer  t o  Sydney was on convoy or  
escort duty as opposed t o  any other type o f  duty? 
A .  No, i f  you were on escort duty, i t  was well known 
which ships you were escort ing, and no problem there a t  
a l  l .  

Q .  In re la t i on  t o  the iden t i f i ca t i on  o f  a merchant ship 
wh i ls t  on convoy o r  escort duty, do you have any 
recol lect ion now as t o  the circumstances o f  i den t i f i ca t i on  
o f  such a ship in  t ha t  s i t ua t ion  as opposed perhaps t o  when 
you weren't  on escort duty? 
A .  No. Any convoy duty, we would j o i n  the convoy which 
would already be assembled. 

Q .  May I go back t o  the wireless telegraphy, one matter 
I d i d n ' t  ask you about, M r  Ruston. 
A .  Yes. sure. 

Q .  What was the course o f  conduct, as you reca l l  i t ,  in 
re la t i on  t o  the sending o f  signals from Sydney? 
A .  Tomy knowledge, w e d i d n ' t s e n d a n y s i g n a l  a t  a l l .  I t  
i s  possible tha t  any information would have been conveyed 
by signal - t h a t ' s  f lags  - t o  the commodore o f  the convoy, 
but transmissions were kept a t  an absolute minimum always. 

Q .  The transmissions being kept a t  a minimum - what was 
the reason o r  your understanding o f  the reason f o r  that? 
A .  We I I , i t  was j u s t  the f a c t  t ha t  any transmission cou Id 
be detected by the enemy and perhaps a signal t ha t  was 
secret could have been decoded. 

Q .  In your time, d i d  you have any understanding whether 
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there was a d i f f e ren t  methodology in  re la t i on  t o  s igna l l ing  
from the ship once a ship was engaged with another ship in  
act ion wi th  another ship? 
A .  No, the main th ing  was by semaphore. 

Q .  You've i nd i ca ted tha t t he rewas  nos igna l l i ng  o r ,  i f  
there was, i t  was t o  a minimum. In re la t i on  t o  your 
understanding o f  transmissions from Sydney, was there any 
di f ference between a signal perhaps coming from Sydney i f  
Sydney was about t o  engage wi th  another warship? 
A .  Once contact had been established, there were no 
inh ib i t ions  about sending p la in  language, l e t t i n g  the 
au thor i t ies  know what was happening. 

Q .  Did t ha t  ever occur during a time tha t  you were on 
watch a t  your post on Sydney? 
A .  Yes, i t  occurred, much t o  Admiral Cunningham's r e l i e f ,  
when Sydney engaged the Colleoni, and Cunningham had been 
sending f r a n t i c  signals out ,  "Where are you, Sydney? Where 
are you, Sydney?" There was dead si lence from Sydney u n t i l  
such time as we contacted the Colleoni and surprised i t .  

Q .  On contact wi th Col leoni,  i t  was - -  

A .  Pla in language. 

Q .  - -  p l a i n  language signal t o  Admiral Cunningham? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  I asked you about your s ta t ion ,  where you went a t  
act ion s tat ions.  Do you have any recol lect ion o f  how long 
i t  took the ship from the c a l l  t o  act ion s tat ions f o r  the 
ship t o  be a t  act ion stat ions? 
A .  Pret ty s l i c k .  Very s l i c k ,  ac tua l l y .  

Q .  I n t e r m s o f t i m e ,  are you able t o  give some estimation 
in  re la t i on  t o  that? 
A .  I would imagine about three t o  f i v e  minutes, the ship 
would be a t  f u l l  act ion s tat ions.  

Q .  You referred t o  three posi t ions on the ship capable o f  
s igna l l i ng .  
A .  Yes. 

Q .  The t h i r d  pos i t ion - can you go back and indicate 
again where tha t  was in  the ship? 
A .  I t  was well down below the waterl ine, a very small 
o f f i c e ,  very ra re ly  used. In f ac t ,  I used t o  use i t  as 
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a study centre. To my knowledge, I d o n ' t  t h ink  anybody 
ever went there.  

Q .  Was there ever any d i f f i c u l t y  receiving signals during 
your time on Sydney? 
A .  No. 

CMDR RUSH: They are the matters, s i r  

LCDR RENWICK: No questions, s i r  

THE PRESIDENT: Q .  M r  Ruston, a f t e r  Sydney returned from 
the Mediterranean campaign in  ear ly  1941, she was engaged 
in  convoy and other dut ies around the Australian coast 
essent ia l ly ,  I t h ink .  
A .  I had l e f t  Sydney in  the Mediterranean, ac tua l l y .  

Q .  You l e f t  in  1940 o r  1941? 
A .  I ' d  have t o  look t ha t  up, I ' m  a f r a i d .  My memory o f  
dates i s  atrocious, I admit i t .  

Q .  How long before Sydney's f i n a l  voyage d i d  you leave? 
A .  Well, I l e f t  Sydney when she was in  the Mediterranean 
and I got back in  Austral ia about a week before she 
arr ived.  

Q .  Did you re j o i n  her? 
A .  No. 

THE PRESIDENT: I have no other 

CMDR RUSH: I f  I could c l a r i f y ?  

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

questions. 

CMDR RUSH: Q .  In your s ta tutory  
you re fe r  in  paragraph 2(c) t o  your 
u n t i l  December 1940. Did you have, 

declarat ion, M r  Ruston, 
serving in  Sydney 
a t  the time o f  the 

preparat ion o f  your statutbry dec l a ra t  ion, records 
avai lable t o  you in  re la t i on  t o  those dates? 
A .  I had my service record. 

CMDR RUSH: Thank you. I have no other matters, s i r  

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, thank you, M r  Ruston. You've been 
very he l p fu  l , thank you. 
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<THE WITNESS WITHDREW 

CMDR RUSH: S i r ,  M r  Sheldon-Collins i s  the nextwi tness.  
I understand t ha t  he has been located. I would ask, s i r ,  
f o r  f i v e  minutes. 

THE PRES I DENT: Right . I W i l l adjourn f o r  about 
f i v e  minutes. Let me know when you ' re  ready. 

SHORT ADJOURNMENT 

CMDR RUSH: Thank you, s i r .  I c a l l  M r  Sheldon-Collins 

<FRANCIS CHARLES SHELDON-COLLINS, sworn: [l 0.50amI 

<EXAMINATION BY CMDR RUSH: 

CMDR RUSH: Q .  M r  Sheldon-CoIIins, i s  your f u l l  name 
Francis Sheldon-Collins? 
A .  Yes. 

a t  - 
A .  That 's  correct .  

Q .  M r  Sheldon-CO l l ins, were you born on ? 
A .  Yes. 

Q .  Did you e n l i s t  in  the Royal Austral ian Navy on 
11 Apr i l 1938? 
A .  That 's  correct .  

Q .  When you enl is ted,  where d id  you go? 
A .  Fl inders Naval Depot. 

Q .  There d i d  you undertake a course? 
A .  Yes, I d i d  a ser ies o f  courses as a cook and 
eventually passed out o f  the school o f  cookery and 
c lass i f i ed  as an o f f i c e r ' s  cook. 

Q .  Your f i r s t  ship t ha t  you jo ined - was tha t  
HMAS Sydney? 
A .  That 's  correct .  

Q .  Did you j o i n  t ha t  ship on 11 March 1939? 
A .  That 's  correct .  
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