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~The. German light guns could: easily be séen taking heavy
“*'casualties amongst the fire-control pérsormel. The Sydney’
- Mire-control system -was clearly out.of action, and she was
...~ reduced to independent firing from the guns of her two aftei:
"-tufrets. ‘These scored three hits, The first passed- through the 3
©“funnel, exploded on the raider’s disengaged side and filled the i
.- wireless office with splinters, killing two men. The second shell
- burst in the ayxiliary boiler-room and oil bunker and put cut ¢
“of action the ship’s fire-fighting equipment. The third sheil
“! destroyed the transformers of the main engines, while a fourth
. shell, although it failed to explode, injured members of the
- crew of No. 3 gun, The effect of all this damage was to star
a heavy fire in the engine-room, and in-a black chaos of pouring
“-smoke and frequent electric flashes and short circuits as the
~electrical gear failed the Kormoran's engine-room personnc!
0 tried to put out the fire, but none of them were ‘ever seen
vLocagadm, - S : . _ o
" “As'the result of her damage, the Sydney had now dropped
.+ astern, but she could see by now that the Kormoran was out ol
.+~ control and she tried to ram her. Kormoran’s No. 5 gun kept
_.~en firing, and the Sydney then turned away, steaming slowly
- at about five or six knots; as she went she fired four torpedoes,
" the nearest of which missed ‘the Kormoran. by 1350 yards. The
‘Sydney had turned now, but her turrets were apparently jam-
_med, for they were trained on her disengaged side, while the )
:"'Germans kept hef continuously under fire and hit her again -
:~#nd again on the watér-line; the Germans’ 5-9-inch guns were -
- firing salvoes every Jour or five seconds, and’ altogether fired
- about 500 rounds, - - e TR
.. By six ‘o%lock, just a half an hour after the action had
v started, it was- growing ‘dark; the Sydney’s port guarter was
.. heavlly ablaze dnd there were continuous explosions coming
~fromrher. At a distance of 10,000 yards she was out of reach of
7 the . Kormoran's guns. and steamed on slowly ‘towards the
.. horizon; For hours, as they strove to save their own ship, the
- Germans could see'the huge fire on board their Enemy, until
an hour before midnight, when it disappeared. Tt was probably |
thenthat the Sydreysank. . . 7 oo
v The Kormoran was nearly ‘a5 badly ablaze as the Svdney,
+and with her fire-fighting gear out of action there was very
- Jittle that her crew could do. Detrers, realising’this; ordered
" “everybody away but the guns® crews. Some of -the boats had

“destroyed by fire, so that recourse was had to rafts and i‘ )
ber dinghies, ‘while two stech lifeboats were got out of ||‘ﬂ|||HH|||‘|||N”i‘NHMHNNH
I hold — by hand, as the auxiliary machinery was out of i
t‘;(; the crew left the ship it was seen that about twenty men .
kad been killed'in action; then about sixty more wers drowned
s a big rubber dinghy sank while the ship was being aban-
doned. The Germans tumbled over the side, knowing th_'at the
james were nearing the stored mines. At one o’clock in the
norning Detmers hauled down his flag and‘pennant and got
into the last boat; twenty minutes later the mines exploded and
the Kormoran sank stern first. : B
The weathier became worse and the men in the boats, in the
dinghies and on the rafts were separatec_l from each other.
One boatload was picked up by a coasting steamer, __wluch
sassed on the news, and the RAN and RAAF set out in search
of the survivors, from both sides, of this battle to the death.
‘All the Germans were found, but some of them took six days
to reach shore. On . one raft there were _ﬁfty—seve_n men in an
drea of twenty-five by ten feet, taking turns standing or sitting,
no one could lie¢ down. By the time they reached shore all
the survivors had suffered greatly from heat and cold. After- -
‘wards they all, including Detmers, rcpqrted that in captivity
ey had been well treated by the Australians.” . o
Clearly it was a terrible mistake on the part of the Sydney's
‘captain that she came so close 10 the Kormoron and allo_w'ed .
erself to be taken by surprise. Long after the war the British
ficial historian of the war 4t sea dealt at length with the -
cident, for it was a heartbreaking example of a tragic wastr_:.
a fine ship and a fine crew, the lessons of ‘which will be. of
nduring value as long as men make war upon the sea..
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Captain Roskill wrote: *

-."the situation in which her (Sydney’s) captain f‘o}m_d hn_l}- W
elf was liable to occur in every contact with a suspicious slgp,_ S
ntil a firm system of checkmating a raider’s bluff by calling .
hie- shore authorities had been established. ‘And, off-cou-_rse_,_._ D
‘the ‘ability of the shore authorities confidently __to'tellza- patrqlf.. L
- Jing warship that the ship she had interpepteﬁ must be an enex:m; S
was absolutely’ dependent on having accurate knowledge of: e
every true Allied merchant ship’s position, all over the world, .
-ap. cit vol 1, [:.:54_19.'__= c . B O TR
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et any. given time. Such knowledge was not easily amassed
~and kept ready for instant use in time of war, and the systen
-was, in fact, not perfected until {ater. Yet, granted the difl
_- culties of piercing raiders’ disguises, the very close approach
- ‘made by the Sydney during the exchange of signals was cer-
‘tainly injudicious, T :
‘As-early as January 1940 one of our own Q ships whose
. gun and torpedo armaments were about the same as the Kor-
. .moran’s:was intercepted off Sierra Leone by the Neptune, «
© . sister ship of the Sydney, which was unaware of her truc
- identity. The cruiser approached, and remained for some time
* steaming, at slow speed, within a few hundred yards of the ©
- "ship whose captain later reported to the Admiralty that, had ]
~ he been a German, he ‘could have disabled (the Neptune) with -
...~ two torpedoes and swept her upper deck’. But such complete :
. ‘secrecy enveloped the work of the ) ships that the Teport was
C'mever circulated to the Naval Staff and the fate which the
- Neptune escaped -actually overtook the Sydmey more than
- eighteen moiiths later. The unheéded warning of the Q ship
. ‘had not 'been the only pointer to the danger of making a close
- approach to a suspicious ship. The engagements between the
- taider Thor and the armed merchant-cruisers Carnarvon Castle
" :and  Alcantara in July and December 1940, and the loss of the
- ~Voltaire in April 1941, had amply demonstrated the capacity
'~ .of the enemy to hit back hard and suddenly; the Admiralty
. ~had issued several warnings to that effect. Yet, in February
., 1941 the Leander also made a close approach to a suspicious
- ship which, had she been a German instead of an Ttalian raider,
- might well have brought on her the Sydney’s fate.” The truth |
s clear. Though a comprehensive' system of plotting the posi-
.. tions of all friendly merchant ships and the issue to-thém all
- of secret call stgns are essential to success in anti-raider opera-
- .-tions it will always take time to establish such measures on a
- world-wide ‘basis. Meanwhile the difficulty of identifying an
. -intercepted ship will inevitably remain. But to make a- close
*_approach to a suspicious ship, on a favourable bearing for gun

CHAPTER I1

THE THOR (SHIP 10),
SECOND CRUISE

RIGHT ﬁp to the end of the war the SK%_ Wa;;t;is;ins,g e:rlz )
aiders’ voyages, one after the other, and.iss _
dbf:ﬁén:sﬁimms and appreciations of what they had c_io?}tl:.
This preparation for winning another war went on untﬂevet;
war which was then in progress had been lost and 1t. was 1 :
npleted. . T
CorAngc?)rdingly, details of the cruises of t}w later shlpsfu:h gl;:
sécond wave are harder to obtain than in the case ©
already described. R L
aerﬁgr{;?Kormomn, there were five other ships in the segoil;tld o
ave. Of these two never left European waters, 01(1??1 ! rfnélg
“onk and one damaged on their way through 1.he:ﬁrst aanel
he three remaining vessels were'the Thor, whose L v
tiad lasted from June 1940 to April (!59114_1, 2aan)d two new 5
the Michel (Ship 28) and the Srier (Ship 23). - A
h‘in' ;ddition, during 1942 three Japanese a@c% mer_c_h;}r:; o
iders also-made their appearance in the I_ndlan cc;an. The
“small numiber of these ships, in view of the size of the t?i?:lack o
‘mierchant feet, is surprising. So, also, is 'ghexr comparafiv ko
'flglsxﬁg May and June the Aikoku McmuI _agn??éf%%g |
operated to the east of Madagascar, 100X o
B;Ia‘iz;ginge which they hoped would have been dnv_e‘;l '?;t (:; ;i}::: o
Mozambigue Channel (between Madagascar -and tl ueré e
‘land) by Axis .SImeaﬁneS.f‘olr: May t%orz%zinﬁf:ed i
" Genota, and at the end of the montl. Te 30
*gf:rg: then just fallen into Britxshbl';angs,d mglt: g r?fgglz;&eé rr?erzl- i
“June 5 a seaplane from the raiders bombed th steamer -
g;:ms 2&?’%’7 tons, which was then finished off by the :;;cdi;se* :
guns and. on their way home towards Japan they's nk the ..

- and torpedo fire, is to court disaster.”.

iV ThiSs  teférence to the Ytalian banana vessel Rainb T sunk by the Leander seven
v days after leaving Massowa, In her very brief caress she et with no sutcess, : . *.0 "
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