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MINUDTES

of
WAR CABINET MEETING o

MELBOURNE, 4th DECEMBER, 1941.

PRESENT: The Hon. John Curtin, M.P., Prime Minister and Minister

for befence Co-ordinaticn. _

L deims < ey sveiOy Meles smmemccvwe 2OF tho laeg

The Hon. J.B, Chifley, M.P., Treasursr.

The Hon. H.V. Evatt, K.C., M.P., Attorney-General and
Minister for External Affairs.

The Hon. J.A., Beasley, M.P., Minister for Supply and
Development.

The Hon. N.J.0. Makin, M.P., Minister for the Navy and
Minister for Munitlons,

The Hon. A.S. Drakeford, M.P., Minister for Alr.

(The Chief of the General Staff, the Chief of the Air Staff and the
Acting Chief of the Naval Staff were also present at this meetlng).

Craser

H.M.A.S. "Sydney" - aAction with German Ralder., (Previous
Teference - ute No. 6}). e AC Z Chlef of the
Neval Staff reported the results of further interrogation of
German prisoners ex the "Kormoran', and read the following
reconstructed account of the action :-

nThe engagement took place in position 25°South
111°East on 19th November. H.M.A.S, "Sydney" on &

Excerpts from War Cabinet minute 1528/1941. This minute, a record of the War Cabinet's ‘decision’ of
4 December 1941, was prepared with the assistance of the handwritten notes of the meeting taken by
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bearing S.W. from the raider, mede the first gighting at
a Tange of 15 milesa. The raider altered course from
000° to 250° and made 1o reply. At closer range the
ralder, which was flying the Dutch flag, made "Straad
Malakica™ by light.

nat 1650H the ships weTre on a parallel course, speed
15 xnots. "Sydney" which was ebaft the raider's beam,
digtant less than two miles, was at action stations and
made 'Make youT signal letters'. ngteirmerk® immediately
opened Iire with guns and torpedoes, her firast salvo
nitting "Sy_dnex!s."._:bridge__an_d gtarting e fire forward.
sgydney" opened fire simultaneously but her first salvo
wes over. EFarly in the aotion the cruiser weas hit by &
yorpedo under A gurret, Tresulting in A and B turrets
being jammed. ngydney'a" torpedo tubes weTe hit by a
further salvo, and a baed five was started resulting in
the destruction of her alroraft.

nrhe sction was broken off after about half an hour,
and "3ydney", burning fiercely and down by the bows,
proceeded at 5 kxnots., The raider, which had received a
¥ital hit, was now on firs amidships, with ner engine
roam out of actiom. AS about 1815H the raider's orew
abandoned ship, and at midnight the vessel, which was
souttled, blew up.

@1t 1s believed that "Sydney" sank at 2300H/19."

Tn regard to the possibility of & second German ship
being present at the action, the Acting Chief of the Naval
- .8taft stated thet, in the light of fnvestigations which had
been made, the Naval guthorities did not accept this view.

The Acting Chief of the Naval staff referred to the
embarrassing position in whioh we have been placed as a
result of the premature disclosure by the United Kingdom
authorities of the name and description of the raider whioch
was in action with H.M.A.S, ngydney". A rigorous censor-
ship had besn imposed in Australia and advice ss to the
nature of the restrictlions was communicated to the United
Kinglom authorities. These Testrictions, however, had pot
been imposed on the B.B.C, and United Eingdom press and the
bproedcast of information by the B.B,C. on 2nd December and
publication in the United Kingdom press forced the premature
rolease to the Australien press of other material whiech 1t
vas dssirable for the time being to withhold.

Tt was declded that representations should be made to the
United Kingfom Government in the matter and thelr attention
jnvited to previous instances of premature broadcest by the
B.B.C. and to the assurances given that measures would be
Zlven to prevent recurrences orf cases of this nature.

sacretary. PRIVE MINISTER.

the official notetaker, a copy of which appears earlier in this chapter. Ausiralian Archives {ACT}): A5954,
807/1 - War Cabinet Minutes Volume 11X
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