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g ADMIRALTY TASK

dusk, in order to enable her own aircraft to alight upon

¢ landing-deck, she happened, in her unpredictable course,

what may have been a hundred-to-one chance, to meet a

i.boat. Out of her crew of 1,260 over 500 were drowned,
tneluding Captain Makeig-Jones, who went down with his
ihip. Three days before another of our aircraft carriers, later

‘ s, H.M.S. Ark Royal, had also been attacked

yecome famou
a submarine while similarly engaged. Mercifully the tor-

.:_.,pmlnes missed, and her assailant was promptly sunk by her
. sscorting destroyers.
& & E -]

4% °  Dutstanding among our naval problems was that of deal- 35

s Ing effectively with surface raiders, which would inevitably
they had done

Lly " muke their appearance in the near future as

mi ‘n 1914_
wl & On September 12 1 issued the following minute:

Wi

hod | Mirst Lord to First Sea Lord.
ow Cruiser Policy
In the past we have sought to protect our trade against sudden
wdh ~ bitack by [means of] cruisers; having regard to the vast ocean
e  ipaces to be controlled, the principle was “the more the better.”
ot S8y the search for enemy raiders or cruisers, even small cruisers
o ‘-.j*-;’wuld play their part, and in the case of the Emden we were
avi *ﬁ ' lorced to gather over twenty ships before she was rounded up.
bunk  § 54 However, a long view of cruiser policy would seem to suggest that
zous | LA new unit of search is required. Whereas 2 cruiser squadron of
. four ships could search on a front of, say eighty miles, a single
b mad t _ @ruiser accompanied by an aircraft carrier could cover at least
like 'F fhree hundred miles, or if the movement of the ship is taken into
o 100 "_‘j,izcount, four hundred miles. On the other hand, we must appre-
| ~ hond that the raiders of the future will be powerful vessels, eager
tha 4 fight a single-ship action if a chance is presented. The mere
multiplication of small, weak cruisers is no means of ridding the
veen | pens of powerful raiders. Indeed they are only an easy prey. The
anti ruider, cornered at length, will overwhelm one weak vessel and
_ seape from the cordon.
. Every unit of search must be able to find, to catch, and to kill.
* For this purpose we require a number of cruisers superior to the
e ~ 10,000-ton type, or else pairs of our own 10,000-ton type. These
must be accompanied by small aircraft carriers carrying perhaps
dozen machines, and of the smallest possible dis-

> h:\!! %t )
i ) dozen or two
I, ‘ <_mncement. The ideal unit of search would be one killer or two
oft carrier, plus four ocean-

k!““ : 15# ree-quarter killers, plus one aircr
wind & fgeing destroyers, plus two or three specially constructed tankers
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