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INTRODUCTION

Ts¢ extraordinary achievements of the British codebreakers based at
Z.etchley Park in cracking Nazi Germany’s ‘unbreakable’ Enigma
..oner are now widely known. This initially oddball collection of
~.zthematicians, classicists and musicians performed unexpected
2uracles in the hastily constructed huts scattered around the grounds
- an ugly mock-Tudor mansion in the small Buckinghamshire mar-
=2 town of Bletchiey. The location had been selected in part because
was just far enough outside London to escape the threat of
c:rman bombs, But perhaps more importantly, it was midway
-zraeen the ‘glittering spires’ of Oxford and Cambridge, from where
= s7 ofthe [eading codebreakers had come.
e apparently amateurish nature of these early beginnings was
..... »mized by the actions of the codebreakers’ boss, Admiral Hugh
xir. His power over the Government Code and Cipher School,
i :odebreaking operation was known, came from his role as ‘C’,
=z zead of MI6. Perhaps surprisingly, this was in fact no secret
“.2un the limited confines of what was then described as ‘polite
zv'. But Sinclair was far better known among his immediate
-2z ot friends for his reputation as a man with a taste for the high
= They christened him Quex after the title character in Arthur
-.~zxa’s popular play The Gay Lord Quex, who was described as
== wickedest man in London’.
s passion for the high life, and the fact that he had the personal
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: was just far enough outside London to escape the threat of
“erman bombs. But perhaps more importantly, it was midway
~erween the ‘glittering spires’ of Oxford and Cambridge, from where
=zt ofthe leading codebreakers had come.

The apparently amateurish nature of these early beginnings was
mitomized by the actions of the codebreakers’ boss, Admiral Hugh
\.nclair. His power over the Government Code and Cipher School,
11 ~he codebreaking operation was known, came from his role as °C’,
-+ head of MI6. Perhaps surprisingly, this was in fact no secret
a~chin the limited confines of what was then described as ‘polite
wwiery’. But Sinclair was far better known among his immediate
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ie of friends for his reputation as a man with a taste for the high
%=, They christened him Quex after the title character in Arthur
Pinero’s popular play The Gay Lord Quex, who was described as
the wickedest man in London’.

This passion for the high life, and the fact that he had the personal






