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The following statement was made on 3 December 1941 by the Prime Minister John
Curtin, in a public statement to the press and radio about the loss of HMAS Sydney.

On 3 December Mr Curtin amplified his original announce-
ment with the following statement.

H.M.A.S. Sydney was on patrol 300 miles west of Carnarvon shordy
before dusk on November r9th when she encountered the heavily-
arined raider Steiermark, known also as Raider No. 4x and

Kormoran, which was flying the Norwegian The initial
advantage lay with the German, since she was disguised as a
mezchant ship and her identity had to be established before she coukd
be attacked. The Sydney, on the other hand, was obviously a British
cxuiser and as such, an undoubted enemy to the raider, In the absence
of direct evidence it can only be assumed that some factor prevented
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distance, With ing, Sydney had o close in on the suspect to
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