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On the video footage “Hunt for HMAS Sydney” there is depicted one of a
number of lifeboats and motorboats. One of those boats has very
prominently on the stern a rudder control of an unusual type. This is a
Kitchener Rudder (or a Kitchen Rudder, named after its inventor Admiral
Kitchen in 1916). In all of the photographs of Sydney’s boats there hasn’t
been a single one showing any of the boats with this type of rudder in use.
Several photographs of Sydney’s boats are attached — none showing this
gear. Not one naval person that I have contacted knew anything about it and
no one had ever used it, and didn’t even know what it was called.

A 1937 Seaman’s Handbook, issued by the Royal Navy, has no mention of
this type of rudder, although they do have a large section on the type of
boats and equipment used by the Royal Navy.







