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Charting Detmers’ Position

At the end of the Inquiry into the Loss of HMAS Sydney, the
committee found that any search for the sunken ships should begin at the
site Detmers gave in 1941, that of 26°.32” south, 111°.00” east, or about 150
nautical miles southwest of Carnarvon. The attached chart of the Western
Australian coast shows how it is possible to derive the exact 300 miles west
of Carnarvon position, simply by using a compass and straight edge together
with a knowledge of events and logic. This reiterates the course of the
battle as previously presented, but with chart readings.

Chart specifications : INT 708, Au 4708. Western Australian coast and the
Indian Ocean. Sydney’s track for the 17" to the 20™ November 1941 ;
Fremantle — 24°.39” south 110°.30” east — 09°.10” south 104°.40” east —
To then rendezvous at position 07°.15” south 104°.40” east.
Sydney’s retrurn track the reverse of these positions on 161°
to turning point at 24°39” south 110°.30” east then to
Fremantle.
[ _ ] Detmers’ course just to the east of north on 005°. I have placed
his position in accordance with the track shown in Gill’s history of the RAN
1939-1942 Volume 1. Detmers transmitted twice on his approach to this
position so that Sydney could take bearings, (remember, Emden was caught
by using her radio in WW 1).
-z Sydney’s course coming south on a course of 161°. Sydney

diverted from this track after D/F-ing Detmers wireless transmission,
turning on to 180°. Sydney found Kormoran disguised stopped, seemingly
helpless and requiring aid and generally in a state of distress. While he
waited for the Sydney Detmers placed his LS3 in the water on the blind side
away from the approach of the Sydney.

E Detmers selected the position he gave for the battle deliberately,
at 26°.32” south .111°.00” east and this position can be easily found on the
chart by marking in the 111° longitude and using the distance between
Carnarvon and Geraldton as the radius draw an arc using Geraldton as the
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centre and this arc cuts 111°.00” east at exactly 26°.32” south. (Certainly no

co-incidence but a deliberate measurement.)

Eg Detmers’ next step was to draw a line from Geraldton through
the 26°.32” south 111°.00” east position and continuing it northwest - out to

sea at least to a level of Carnarvon. There was no radio station at Carnarvon
in 1941, but there was at Geraldton and he had to assume his signal could be
heard at Geraldton and a D/F fix taken of it. Every other land based-station
was out of range on the power he was transmitting, so there would be only
one fix. But if it was to be passed to Sydney it had to be correct and go
through the position he gave.

Detmers then used his battle site to Carnarvon as distance and
the battle site as the centre and cut the line from Geraldton through his
position out to the northwest, which gave him a position west of Carnarvon.

However, this was not the correct position, as it is 320 nautical miles from
Carnarvon. It had to be exact to prove it was done deliberately. It does,
however give an east-west line from Carnarvon, and Detmers said he sailed
east.

* The hext step is to draw a line from Fremantle, which was
Sydney’s last landfall, through to North Keeling Island, which was Emden’s
last landfall. Where this line cuts the east-west line from Carnarvon at

precisely 300 nautical miles west of Carnarvon. Exactly where many

people in 1941 said it was. This is the exact position that Detmers had
planned to trap the Sydney.

After the battle, from the 300mile west position, the LS3 towed
the lifeboats toward the coast. They passed through Sydney’s turning point
[on her normal track south on 161°] and onward to the coast to drop the final
two lifeboats a couple of miles off-shore when they would have no
difficulty in landing. In passing through Sydney’s turning point Detmers was
again showing that he was well aware of Sydney’s planned tragk just as

using the Carnarvon to Geraldton distance in his plan to prove beyond doubt
that the battle was a planned operation to trap the Sydney.
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