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F &% T 3helden-2lollins
= Nepeaﬁ Ave
BENRITH NSW 2780

Z1 November. 10ac

Rear Admiral ¢ T B Crabb,
27 Lucinda aAve.
WAHROONGA N=W 2076

Dear sir,

I ze=k vour opinion regarding i rsquest from Qtte Jurszens
Navigator of the auxiliary cruiser fKormoran and President of
Association in Fermanv.,

My wife and I and several other members af The HMAS Svdney
Asscclation both frem here and Melbourne., have accepted QOtto'=
hospitality in Hamburg. Also my wife and © attended the thres
day Kormcran Reunion at Erlach near Dechsenfurt, F2rmany  over the
Whitsuntide of 1984 weekend, where the horel was taken over for
that period.

The Association made US  most welcome and at  the wind-up 4dinner
were seated with the eXecutive and Mrs Detmers, wife <f the
Isceased Captain  of the Kormoran. Suring the dinner teorh Thes
Australian and German Ensigns wers displaved and the fallen
members of the crew of HMAS Sydnev alcnz with the fallen members
of The Kormoran wer= honoured. 3Since +thar time we have remained
in tontact with the Jurzenzsns .

Now I come to the coint. Dtte is Preparing  the reunisn  for the
S0th Annlvcrsarv of the action and I AUCcte verhatim the r=JuesTt

from his letter:-—

"I would like to have Wreaths with an  English taxt laid az
Svdney memcrial on Martin Plzcs in Zvdney znd szt zhe Svdney
Qak in Melbourne.

First problem: I do not know whether ¥ou,  Alistair
Templeton and Doug Price will agres wirp my ides of having =2
wr=zath laid in Svdney.

Second problem: Who shall lav =hs wrearh? Thers iz one =y
Kormoran man living in Sydnev. but wiil he 2 allowsd te lav
the wreath? If thers zhould e anv dizrturbances caused ov

iaving a wreath. and morsover bv an 2x Kormoran men, I would
Nave te renounce = Wrzath for the Zvdnev -rew. You Enow my
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.,
opinion in this matter. The crews of the tuwo ships fought a
fair., honourable action for <their countriss and we honour
the brave crew of HMAS Sydnev. There are no hostile
feelings towards the Australian cruiser. But I do not wish
to start any disturbances before, during or after the

ceremeony on Martin's Place. Can you discuss my idea with
Alistair Templeton and with Doug Price and tell me the
points of view of you three."” unguote

There are Kermoran survivors known to bz living in Melbourne and
NSW with Helmut Kioppe residing in Blacktown. Helmut has given a
talk to the Naval Historical Society, Garden Island about 12-i3
months ago and would be the logical person to lay the wreath in
Sydney if the approval was granted.

Although Otto has only sought the opinion of Alistair Templeton
whom he knows reasonably well, Doug Price and myself through ne,
1 thought it appropriate that vour views on the subject shouid
also be included.

Instead of conveying vour views through me, perhaps vou would
prefer to communicate direct, the address being:

OTTO JURGENZEN

GOSSELKOPPEL 25 _

2000 HAMBURG 62 - HUMMELSBUTTEL
WEST GERMANY

Finally, I am sending a copy of this letter to Doug Price and

Alistair Templeton for their opinion as requested or for their
direct reply.

Yours sincerely.

F Lo tbton el

‘F ¢ SHELDON-COLLINS




