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At the opening of our this year’s reunion I bid you all a sincers
welcome. I am glad that you were not afraid of expenditures and exertior
to start on your sometimes rather long way to Hamburg in Novembsr, a
month that cen very often)fatherfunfriendly with its weather.yfour wish
to spend some nice and gay hours among good comrades and dear friends
was much stronger than the eventually bad November weather. Since we
meet for our reunions in this hotel the number of participants has in-
creased regularly, toneght we are §( Persons,

I welcome especially heartily a guest who had to start on a long
way for Hamburg. His name 1s Edmund Jones, he comes from England, and
his journey to Hamburg has a very special reasom. His father served as
a C.P.0. on HeM#AsSz SYDNEY and sank with hig ship after the engagement
with our KORMORAN., And now the son wants to be irnformed by us gbout the
truth, about the truth from our first sighting of the SEDNEY until her
disappearance beyond the horizon. Mr Jones owhs the book by Mrs Winter
and that by Michael Montgomery, bud he wants to hear from you, as the
participants in the engagement, the real facts, He, too, is one of the
victims of the campaign of defamation that is still today carried out
against us by certain circles in Avustralia, under which especially the
next of kin of SYDNEY’s crew have to suffer. I therefore ask you, espe-~
cially those comrades who can talk to Mr Jones in English to help him
in finding the truth. In remembrance of the KORMORAN reunion 1989 1
present this photocopy of the coat of arms of H.M.A.3., SYDNEY to
Mr Jones.

This year our reunion coincides with the Memorial Day for all
fallen German scldiers of WW1 and WW2. Tonight we shall therefore not
only commemorate our comrades who died during the past yearp,but all
comrades: who served om our ship at some time; from the first dead, omr
comrade Erich Dembnicki who was killed in an accident during a torpedo
exercise on the Baltic Ocesgn, from our 80 fallen comrades in the action
against the SYDNEY to those comrades who lost their lives during the
past year.

Since the end of 1988 died

Rudolf Hagge on 13 December 1988¢

Herbert Krahn on 22 December 1288

Willi Galuschka on 1% March 1989

Hans Koblitz onRO July 1989 and

wWalter Lorenz %M in the night from the first to the second of November
1989.

Kdthe Koblitz, the wife of our comrade Hans Koblitz, died half a year

ahead of him, on 13 January, 1989, and

Elisabeth Kurz, the wife of ocur comrade Hans Kurz, died on 6 February,

inke coMpur Comme Morafson, &12%9.
Tonight I wef to include the dead complement of H.M.A.S. SYDNEYY On the
19th of November 1941 her crew fought as bravely as we did, and her men
were as willing and prepared to sacrifice their lives for their country
as we were prepared for a sacrifice for our country.
I herewith ask you to raise from your seats in commemoration of our dea
KORMORAN comrades and to honour the brave SYDNEY crew.

Dear comrades, dear KORMORAN~-widows, dear guests,

I thank you.

Please, allow me some words about the eventfin the GDR.

For the third time during this century endangered parts of the German
people have fought successfully against their fate.

in 1920 France received the sovereignty over the Saar region, including
the right of working the coal mining district, by means of the EXBX]
Treaty of Versailles. But in 1935during an internationally supervised
and controlled plebiscite 91% of the Saar population decided for the re
turn to Germeny. After WW2 France again received the sovereignty over
the Saar region including the right of working the coal mining district
But in 1956 France again received a similarly unequivocal answer from
the population in the Saar district




And now the scene is repeated in the east of our country, 2)
but this time without a thoroughly prepared, orgenised plebiscite.

The dam that had until now stpped the water masses,broke under their
pressure.- The attendants in their self-assured arrﬁgance had underesti-
mated the strength of the .pressure that had been bottled up during the
past decades and the water masses tore away all the rubbish and filth.
Today a plebiscite or a voting by ballot is no more necessary. The
pepple having been tortured for 40 years, thp people that had been pro-
mised the socialistic paradise for workerd but which had never been
given to them, these people took the initiative and documented their
membership to our German country in a very impressive way.

The yearly audit of our KORMORAN bank account was carried out by
our comrades Werner Liebsch and Heinz Eisenmenger, and they agreed upon
my book-keeping. In total we have DM 36.289,65 on our bank sccount,

In this year sgain I have to thank our KORMORAN-widows HMH and
our comrades most sincerely for their rezdiness to spend money for our
bank account, either by gifts of money or by giving prizes for the tom=-
bolg. By this way we can help all those who need our help, €.z, our com-
races from the G.D.R. I have salways an exalting feeling to work in the
and for a circle of such a comminity. And we shall need a lot of monsy
for our activities on 19 November, 1991, the 50th anniversary of the
19 November, 1941.

The German translation of Mrs Winter’s SYDNEY book will appear on
15 March, 1990. Our publisher gsve me the date as an unchangeable term.
Mrs Winter asked me to help her identify the following case.
An Intelligence Officer in the Navy Office saw a swastica in a pawn shop
in Melbourne in 1944 or 1945. Hefound it highly suspicious and Security
Service personnelfwas sent to watch the shop., Several days later they
caught outside the shoph member of the KCRMORAN crew who had escaped
from a POW camp. Did perhaps a guard arrange for & friend to have a
signal in his window to guide a friend inside the camp?
Can you tell me anything abour this case?
Some words about the program of the next days.
Tomorrew in the forenoon we shsll lay a wreat_h at the grave of Captain
Detmers, but,Mr Jones,I shall inform you directly about our whole pro-
gram, that seems to me better than giving you time and places you do
not know.

The following widows and comrades have asked me to convey their
greetings and best wishes for a successful reunion to you :
Fam. Funke aus Spanien ; Frau Prigge, Ernst immer ncch; Herr v. G&sseln,
beide krank ; Frau Seiler: Fred 2. 3chlaganfall mit allem Drum und Dran,
sie selbst Durchblutungsstdrungen; Clemens Rickert krank; Willi Rotzin:
ernebliche Schwierigkeiten mit der Bauchspeicheldriise; Otto Wenaroth:
KXMRXRAKETEXX ZUKEMMENKRUEN Frau recht krank, Hezschrittmecher; Ernst
GEwert: Schlaganfall, demnichst nach Uni-Klinik G&ttingen. Wl
GriBe aus der DDR: Willi Sauerbier, Gerhard Woltersdorf, Hans Zahn , ﬁiﬂ‘
Aus Osterreich: Josef Auer: im Sommer leichter Schiaganfall, nach Operagm
tion slles wieder i o Ordnung; Durchblitungsstdrungen in ren Beinen XK
demnédchst operativ zu behandeln; Max Nader: schwer angeschlagen, vor
allem mit dem Herzen;, Johann Ziegler.
GriiBe von folgenden KORMORAN-Witwen : Frau Bareth, Frau Ahlbach, Frau
Béhm, Frau Breuer, Frau Rappe, Frau Trottmsnn; aus der DDR : rrau Bin=
roth, Frau Muschwitz, Frau Schréder.

I thank you for your patience in listening to my words and I hope you
will spend a nice night here on our reunion.
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