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", RE THE Huli.i.8,"SYDNEY",

Dear Mras., Lilywhite,

Kiss Biggixia;”askea, vith one of her laet letters,
to send you & report of the fight T

" SYDNEY wm =aCORMORAN " .

: o I will en@éafvor.to tell ’you thmgs how I saw
and 1lived them through, - R

‘ L At first 1 should like to asgk you 'to judge thege
Alnes quite bumanly as I do it and not at all from ehemey %o enenmy,
Already n& prisioner of war, I r%ﬁ many reports aboutiour fight in
Australia but as you may imagine'they all were founded’ on suppositions
and very often they were not all ftrue, . -

e s e - . A188 Blggin.who. .wae nuraingwme-’auriﬁg?my “Atayrin
theé infhrmary, knows what kind of men I em so I mesnm you oan trust en
my words with which I only wish {6 make you free of this worrying
doubtfullhess, But of oourse eriticiem of my report is 18£% %o you,

. Yo On the 19th, November 1941 " Cormoran® dpproachad
the Australien Western coast in owier to put mines to the harbour of
Porths About 4 pm. going from soyth to north a.longﬁ{hg*fq;ﬁt% 8
obgerved a sallor righthand behind {is, in about 10 fles*digtant whieh
dréw near to us, Quickly appma’;ch{ more and more the mmiley was
recognised by us &8 an unknown orufper of the Austyelian "Cityelasat
A% ‘this moment we, on the Cormoran J¥ere alarmed L,e, every man 2o do
bis duty on his battle station, _Imyself had to mtay on the bridge
80 that I was sble to observe ell; | about half past five pm, the
cruiser was in a three miles distadoe, At first the 4we ships were
moving, The oxuiser asked for the nsme of the Cormorgn Trom where
he ceme and to which port he went,| At that time ouy name was
"Straits Malagga" and we weat undei the Dutch flag(Thise ie -8 stratagen
used by Inglish and es well by thel|Germans) after formgiities the :
crulger asked for owr secret si ajs and wae righthand ‘of the

A8 ¢

Cormoran sbout 'l mile diatant, 3pe did not possesm. thepe signale..
~ and-Wefore all i1 ochangéd for the €& Stralt Ma 8 eyeYy month the
Dutoh flag was put off, the German ¥leg wae hoisted st the Light™

- mast and our commander ,Captein Dethers, gave ordere to fire; the

- f£ight lasted about-® of an hour an :then was stopped by ovuy C'der

after the guns of the gruiser had ‘?nhgought to sllense, . . -

. : . Tha oruiser ae Zieé};ell 88 our shiyp burned im Fuil
by the ghots end eagh of ‘the dwo shipe had now.to do with
s -ALter onr Commander had geen that -1t wam ApposSible:+
plored rtoisink "the ‘Corsiordn, now we had s

gk 4

‘our'wounded men and food in ogf;:he boats and put this into the

{

During thia tiné?ﬁ %;we Baw the orﬁi'ser'disappfcg'tru

- - behind the horizon burning and we mpposed that she wonld alowly
arriva at an Auastralian port on th\? eqth-<ﬁavemfber BeMy BT




