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Mrs B, Poniewierski
39 Winston Keoad
Sheldon, Qg 4157
10 December 1993

Alec Bandeen,

3 Jamie Nicopi Court,
Strichen,
Aberdeenshire AB4-457,
Scotland

Dear Alec,

Thank you very much fop your Christmas card and good Wishes,
I wish you g good holiday in Teneriffe in January, May I be able
to get arcund A4S well a5 you do that that age'!

I have had a few health prablems thig year, with an opera-
tion in March, which seéems to have done no harm but alse not much
gond. However, at lagt a4 hew doctor discovered that my main
problem was g hiatus hernia, and the tablets he has prescribed
have done a 1ot to overcome the Sickness and pain 1 was taving
after meals, I Wish someone hag discovered this much earligpr

ARlaistair Templeton May have mentioned a TV documentary
winich was being made here. I do not know if it will be shown in
scotland. It was shown in Western Australia a few weeks ago, and
in Sydney and Brisbane last wesk. Not tao bad: also not too good
It is 5 Pity that they left the theories and allegations abaout a
certain wirelecs message from Sxdnex-unrefuted; the peopie making
these allegations nave been shown Proof that one of the messages -
they claim to "know* about was sent on 4 December from a Pogt—
master General s station in Sydney, New South Wales, and the
other ig very dubious. Also gratuitously irresponsible were the
allegations of an Australian ship finding a lot of bodies frrom
Svdney, sinking them and Concealing the find, and thisg on no
better evidence than that sOomabady Says he thinks he tremembers
somebody (unidentified) Saying this in & hotel bar fifty yearyg

The TV crew flew me down to Sydney to Tilm my pieces there.
It was absalutely Rilariogus. They filmed in a park close to the
centre of Sydney, and they constantly had to trepeat "takes", as
we had a lawn MaWar in the park nearby, ferries on the harbour,
Joggers, traing, buses, planes, even a naval helicopter Passing
by. And a group of Japanese tourists whg could not tresist
stopping to take photos while smiling and bowing, while I tried
not to grin or take any notice.

I heard a little from Otto Jdrgensen, ang a littie from the
People in Western Australia about the day spent filming in
Germany for the documentary. [+ WaS shown in Western Australiag
about two weeks 490, and in Sydney and Brisbane on Sunday, =
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December, 1 have had SOme reaction to it. One Person rang to say
that reaple thought the Germang seemed tag pe "decent blokes", g
number of gthepeg have rung in samne disgust about Tom Frame, par-
ticularly as he was a naval Officer; they ask themselves what the

Tom Frame‘s book has been published. The ONly review 1 have
Seen of it was in the Svdney Morning Herald. There hag been no
review in the Brisbane Cauriev—Mailrnor in the ﬁustralian, which
96es to all ctates, Nor have I heard about reviews in any other
state, nor interviews an tradio ape television, 1 have not seen a
CoOpy on sale in Erisbane yet, though 71 have "eceived comments.
from people who have seen it 1N New South Wales, Unfartunately,
he has made 8 mess of it, and this hag been Picked up by the )
Sydney reviswer, angd by knowledgable readers. I road part of the
book in manuscript form and was disappointed With jit, He Was jusgt
too ignorant of facts, ang pretiy Unwilling tg listen when facts
were pointed oyt to him. He is an attractive youngster, put 4 bit
too impressed With his gwn Cleverness in thaining his doctor's
degree a Couple of yeaprs 490. I was sad tg s8e him make such a
fool of Nimself, ag I think this book will dlways be hejy againgt
him and he Will regret it in latepr life.

A waiprd Creature here in Gueensland has Managed to put it
over a wet~behind—the—ear5 newspaper reporter ang get intg the
local Cnurier—Mail a story that Sydnev was ambushed on the
morning of 20 November by QOrion, ttomet ang Thor, fought aj} day,
and was then finally sunk Dy kormoran. (I don-t krnow what he
thought happened tg these other three ships. Were they supposed
to have been sunk with no SUurvivorsy I+ the ships Survived, why
did they not Pick up the Kormoran crew:?) They were, gf Course,
all accounted Tor well away fram Australia on both 19 and 20
November,

Anyway, on to fresh fields ang Pastures new. j have ngt
responded to the above stupidity, though there nas been gne
letter gf pProtest about it in the paper. I have finished ay booik
on Naval Intelligence and am trying to arrange publicatian, and |
want to get opn Wwith my next one.

All the best for Christmas 1993 and the New vear 1994

Po-tbtro—




