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. RE TH® ﬁ.ﬁ,ags.”SYnREY“,
Dea¥ lrg, Lilywhite, B

-~ Hisa Bxggias_askad; with one of her last letters,
to send you a repoxt of the Pfisht L

" SY N T Y e GORLIO T2 1V

. . ~ Bo I will endéavor to tell you things how T saw
and livg& them through, : .

- . ' _ A% Zirst I should like to agk you to jufge thege.

lines quite humanly ee I 0 4% and not at all from enemey %o cnemy,
Alresdy ae prisioner of wer, I repd nany reporte about our fight in
Australia but as you way imegine they all were founded on suppoeitions
and very often they were not a1l true,

ot Hise Biggin who waco oursing me during my stey 4n
the inflymary, knows what kind of man I gm so wnemn you oan truet on
By words with whieh 1 oniy wiain to make you free of this worrying
doubtfullnesa, But of sourae oriticism of my report is left te you,

On the 19¢h, Yovember 1341 "Cormorsn™ aprroaghed
the rustralian vestern ooaet in order to put mines t0 the herbour of ,
Perth, About 4 Pm. golng Irom aouth to north elong the coant we .. . . __
obeerved p sailey righthand behind us, in about 10 miles distent which

@rew nesr to us, uuickly'apprcaching more and more the sailer weg
rscognised by us as sn unknown crulser of the runstyslianp "Cityelage"

At this moment we, on the Qormoran ere elarmed i,e, every man to dg
bils duty on hie battle gtatlon, I mymelf hed to 8tay on the bridge

80 that I was sble to obsarye ali; about helf pagt five rR, the
arulaer was in & three miles distance, A% fipgt the two ships werae
moving, The oruiger asked for the nsme of the Cormoran from where .
he came and to which rort he went, At that time our name was ,
"Straits Melagga" and we went under the butgh flag{This is g stratsgen -
used by Tnglish and as well by the Germsng) gfter fprmelities the .
~oruiser amked for ocwr seoret 8ignals ané wes righthand of the

Cormoran about 1 mile distant, 48 we d1d not bossess ihese sigmalg .
and Nefore all it changed for the name 3treit kalegge every month the
Duten flag was put off, the German flag was hoisted at the fight

mast anéd our gommander »Captaln Detmers, gave orders to fire; -
fight lasted sbout £ of en hour and then wam stopped by our Ctder

after the guns of the erulser had heen brought to silense, "

The orniser as well eg ouy shlp burned 4n a1y -
blaze by the shote und each of the two shipe had now to do with i
hirgelf, After our Commander hmd geen that it was isposeible to.

80 on he ordered to sink the Cormoran, now we had to be very dusgy
tatget our woonded men and food inte the boats and vut this into the
‘WAters : ) ’ :

During this tire we saw ths cruiser dlssppemp

behind the horison burning and we supposed that she would slowly
arrive at an Australisn vort on the £0th Noverber BeMiy
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The Cormoran after o)l had left her sxploded as it wse
dsyk snd we could not see fay ints the small 1ifeboat we cried in "
the direction whers we hri legt sden thc cruiser disappemy, The mea -
wag rather rough and we waited there in the neer begause we sappoged thet
¢ plene or an Australian man-of-war would come but nonse of bot
appeared and so we took our sourse to the Australian ocomet with ouy
bost, Sixty-two men in it, howevex, e 414 not reach the coast but
. after 8§ dayes the Australian steamer wgentury" took us over then we
game agbors in Fremantle ns P,0.W's only heariog that the grulser
with which we bed the battle wes lhe Sydney, ' |

The sydney ce toe Cormoran had guifered very heavy
dsmage and both were lost of coarse, wnen tae fisbt hepep Lhe
 Sgdney was only 1 mile distant ~rom the Cormoran. The Sydney hed

iong renge guas willko we ned old puns of the lost srent wey vihigh
ware very ghort, theresore the nydrey wanted pore tize to praogtise
showoting, Tuthermore the lydney wollld never nave suoposed tiet @
Cermprn mro=of-wey in tnhe Ioea of n merghant silp woald appear et
the :ustralian cosst BO the Jydney g very much surprised which

of ocourse was au advantege o us agd we nod nlready damsged the
3ydney befor Le hepan to fire, fiter snootipng a torpedo at the
Sydney whien hitted badly, the crmiser iutended to rem the Cormoran
and was slsoc shooting 4 torpedoes o0 us wuici: nowever di& not bit
beceuse we turned aur shlp into tae aame direction ne the Sydney and
tue the fight was Tindeced, '
St 1 -4 A-d i B TC A A ALBEA— U A=A vy Fepovt and hape— -
+upt it 18 of ‘some evidence 10T §oile

Today sfter the lost war Zor Germany, I am aot
. intercated in teldiuy ovig gtories Jut I wautrd %o give fazotse

I hope that youw knidly will confirm the receipt of
this letter. ‘iitu regretiing to tae loss of your hustend apd kind
regards to yous .

1 am,
Yourse faitnfully,

QITQ LIDEOTH, (sigeds}




