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A USTRALIA S FORGOTTEN SON

. By Bryan Clark,

Naval pat.t.ﬂ'n The woodan dackinz wu hmndod with r.hs word
- PATENT, and ons hole, apparsatly caused by a bullet, was
foundmmmdschng.moumcovdng*..wasdmagedm
- several places, a few pieces of metal being found embedded in .
. ﬂwkapokﬂlhn&Oneofﬁmnh&iem.muwfomeofme
© gun's crew on the ialand; wag what remained of a
e mmmmmmwﬂmmbemme
uoyancy tanks, were branded as follows: LYSAGHT DUA-:
ANNEALZ!NC MADE IN AUSTRALIA inside. W
B “Allthempingmdmdmﬂwﬂu&haduﬁymmnmnm
1 the strand m '(ushoefm&gnmmeﬂmwas‘

..A.mcm;..,mhtmahubclowm touchwn.h
mlity. (4113 oecqmd *sbout ‘6 February (1942), When.
. Jooking out 1o wwe ‘noticed »-largs concentration of sea’
. birds circlingand’ gliding,’ sbout two or thres miles. Aaway,
Nonnnlly we. would have paid little attention to this, as it
. “would indicate that a school ofﬁsh ‘was exciting them, Some-
. how their behaviour. ssemed s litle abnomal and ‘quits
diffemt.nyusingbinoculan,wewmablem make out the
- - object on the surface of the water which was aitracting their
o s . atuention. Although we were in some’fear of the submarine
On asteep, scrubby hillside atFlyingF;sh Cove.oﬂClmst- © that wasbessiging us, it wasthought that we should investigate,
mas Island, washed by the waves of the Indian Ocean, is the  Three of us took one of the small launches and put to sea,
- neglected grave of an unknown sailor who, some believe, may ~ keeping a wary look-out as we chugged along. As we drew.
be the only HMAS Sydney crewman 1o be buried ashore, nearer 10 the object it seemed to be a Carley Float, somewhat
The sailor’s origins are a ‘mystery, Surprisingly, no _- low in the water, with about six inches of water in it, plus a
‘investigation ‘conducted by Australian naval authorities to body lying with mmmached e
determine an identity has been successful, - & o
Was he one of the 645 Australian crew who duappeared '
after the HMAS Sydney’s horrendous batile with the famous
* Germen raider, HSKKonuamu in 1941 nbont SSOI:rn oﬂ"tho
Carnarvon coast? N BE ;
Simas o ts 8
g the
-freighier, Eidavold, had
*about 100 metres offshore..
Early in the evening of benary 6, ]
and Malay Coast-watchers, stationed atlookont posts £
-the island, spotted through binocilarsaflcatingobject, carrying
abody. Apﬂotcrafttoweditwﬂmjeuy Theobjectwasa i
raft, or Carley float, canrying thecorpee of pman, :
- An unclassified Department of Defence document recm'ds “‘_** Bt
‘the observations of the Christmas Island harbour master, : ""f"' :
Captain J. Smith; *, The,..ﬂoat...wasundoubtedlyof o : '
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Captala James Reginald Smith. Harbour Mlmr, Christmas llhnd. 1942.




Kelth I-lulchyoltbecmyne Hitorlulﬁodﬂyuﬂrﬁlmdm
: ol the: “Unknnwn Ssilnf” ; L Nambﬂ

: “Itwasobuousthatmeﬂoathadhoenumfuqmte

The occupant had suffered much, either from the sea birds or
from explosive damage. Taking the float in tow, and not
knowing wbcﬂlerwehadfonndﬂiﬂluﬁiendorfoc,wemched

was taken 10 the hospital by the doctor for examination whils -

may havcbeenomerpeopleontlwmﬁ.

: mmftshoweddunage&omgmﬁre.mdupon
opemng up sections of it wefoundnpmdedbunm.nwasnot
possible to tell if they had penctrated the raft had been
launched, or had been fired into it when the survivor, or
survivors, were in'it. We would never know the story of the last
voyage, of how.far it had travelled before reaching us. It must
have come :am the HMAS Sydney which had been engaged in
thattheatre of war, Sad thoughit was, we gained some s ‘isfac-
tion from the fact that this lonely sailor had been brought by the -

up the hillside to a lovely park site overlocking the Cove, and
was then the cemetery, near to the coffee gardens, The District ™

Officer conducted a short service whilst we few volunteeers
provided a military escort, A Sikh policeman sounded the -

Ithe quiet evening, It was a very sombre escort that
down the hill, sndmewm-saemodbbegming
. A s s

" " $g1,7, Brown of the Christmy
poreVoimmwlda'Wm UIERLAE. QOWID
J. Atkinson, in 1949; “ Itwu.,‘, 5 body of an

iRoom rating in blue ovemlls. very mnch ‘dscomposed <.,

‘pair of boots was ; ..oulhamftwh!chourmdmlofﬁwmﬂ%
couldnothavebeen wornby the dead man. Thislédustobalieve ' " 'm
‘that there may have been others on the raft ., ., The raft wag .~

tiddled with shrapnel . . . We took the bodyashoreand buried

;ﬂmthfullmlhtaryhonours . + » And there he resis on that

i8land in the Indian Ocean in the little cemetary on the hillside
under the towering cliffs. Whohe wag we shall never know. He
rests in honour,” e
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'v nows: “The attached

time, for there was much weedmwmmmmm o

the jetty where it was lifted by crane onto the wharf, The body -

Reg Smith and I inspected the float; It had been madedn -~
Australia, and a pathetic looking shoe beside the body revealed -~ 1o
that its owner had probably been an australian, and it wasan
Australian Government issue. According to the Medical Offi-.
cer at the time, missmedldno:belongmmdeadman.’l‘hm :

sea to a place occupied by hisallies and friends. We carried him -
surrounded by a mass of bougainvillea, He was buried in what

LaszPostandmenowsﬂoawddmthehms:dewashomm'
-'MMymbm 1f.the.unknown sailor is a;
thicasmalt uafuﬂn&md Woﬂd Wer, thq.

AT
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Captmn R. Haunevig in ms ofﬂcial rcpon of Pcbmary 23,

1942, recorded that, as of February 17, “an inquest . .. wasin~
i progress (and) “a full reponlnobeforwardedtoAustmlmas,
© soonas this. o

.+ i8 concluded.”

: Allmdcmofﬂmallesedinquwhuvamshed.

. Seven yemaftermeemt. ompted by RAN, hisuxian:
- George Hermon Gill; &'
m:nuwpape:of‘AprﬂZS. 1949.wnmbyC|ptainG Oldham, ;

‘meworandum from N.O.L.C., Fremantle,”

. resuscitaes 8 matter which was brought under notics. dunng

the War.and which is believed 0 have bem mmup:ad atf

-Department of the Navy:’

u:cume.al yracords can be found ..,

' t.

.':; wdemimmaocnmﬂwcﬁleymm

o ‘cotpseA an umhmpklmgw are ex *f.‘Sydney. oo sunk
i) ) Comomn (), 47tz
%~ . The ,:ud."mo mthc:hou(ofL

Cluimuhﬁm ducdbedby(‘:apmm.'l Smith, as

ﬁ'ommxmél??w &q they were of leather, notcanvas..
-’-‘Imouldﬂﬁak i }M“hnmlm:edtomo!ﬂwonadng.

TR ﬁs‘ﬁ«“ s i :
reaponedwin.(:npumo Oldham, the

‘Direcmof Tntalligence, concluded on August 2, 1949:
el detailed for the purpose of

uwmwmemm

v W‘Dﬂ’bplﬁ.’i’:cmldmm“ﬂwa‘uw Sydney
' e ,k_wﬂcularlutoumaomedeuilmsmpmg'

ce . Report . No.. 137/1942 “,7 . . assisied those

Mlhowmat&eclothmgfoundonthe
corpuoouldpouiblybavebmﬂmofank.m ating, it
“seems reasonably certain’ from the given of the

- covering of the Carley Float that the float did not belong to an -

ship. My concludion, therefore, is that the Carley’

mem oHC!n'ismaslslmdwasNOTexI-LM.A.S |

SYM

Vemnlm ‘Wright, the ‘dimtor of the Ofﬁca of
Ausmliau War. Graves, . wdﬁns to, the Christmas Island
administrator; M T Paterson, on.December-1, 1983, noted:'
“Earliwﬂlisyw.dmofﬁcawukadwinvesumﬂn
posslbﬂityofuxhummgremams from the grave of an unknown
“seaman on Island for re-burial in Australia . .. The

mvdinwlhgencemmatduumoconcludemmeﬂom‘

‘wasnot ex-l-MAs Sydney.aallhoush thu mmams open to
dmpnte.m&w R

“*Thee ; kpdma foahwvidum lha: the sailor was a
Comanﬁmkemm.poasiblyMsn‘nlmn but. .. this-
mumgmmmya..,mwyamm

'ngmwT?mﬁuumm

no grave. o cemewryidentxﬁa @ by inscription as.

’beingofthhuﬂor.ltilpuﬁbh thebodylsbuiggman

Wmve...Mthﬂmﬁoniswluwmum.md-
y, rest ..

a-cl .ew-' jpiciar

: \ﬂmawnwr'"l?romamcemmspec
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tion of the unmarked grave it s2oms that therc was a headstone
on the grave at some time, However, the headstone has been
broken off, misplaced or stolen, and the carficst official record
we can locate (dated 1966) refers to the grave as bcmg un-
marked then."

again, on March 6, 1984: "“As it has not been poss:ble 10
positively identify the sailor or the grave, this office will not
be providing an official commemorauon at the grave site and
regards the matter as closed,”

A telex message sant on January 18, 1984, to the Austrahan :
War Graves Office from the Secretary of the Department of

Territories says: “At this stage we cannot locate any official

records confirming that the remaing of an unknown scaman -
were buried on the island, although one island-bom person,
14 years in 1942, roqalls hearing of the :

who was...
incident , . , that a seaman was buried in the old cemetery ...

In the oldceme:ery...nomunma:kedmvc A headstons . -
: wasoncemplaceatmewesmendofthegrave but is no -

longer anywhere in sight . .,

100km of Christmas Island by February 6, 1942, ... -

_ Treasurer of the Gascoyne Historical Society in W.A., -
Keith Hasleby, believes he located the unknown sailor's grave
site on Christmas Island in November, 1987."Mr Hasleby
believes the skeletal remains should be exhumed and thcden}al o
e ’-m\wmedmwmcfwmply Unfortunately, there islittle help
. we, ¢80 giva that is positive; Our company, formesly, John.
Lysaght (Australin) ‘Limited, . was involved in 24 wartime
.. prejects, but Carley floats was not one of them. Although the
" company manufactured a sheet steel with an annealed zinc

work investigated,

“You can identify a person from the fillings through dental -
records,” he explamed “They are just about as positive as 8

finger print,"
If the War Graves Commnssxon and Australian Naval

 authorities were agreeable, Mr Hasleby said he would like o -
-have the Christmas Island remama_ axhumed and remmed o

Western Australia for re-burial.
“I would offer to set up a grave dle in Cmmon where it

- could be cared for,” he said, “Barbara Winter suggested this-
originally and I think it's a very good idea. Camarvon could

then have a Grave of the Unknown Soldier.”

In alenerdawdFebrwy 5, 1988, an exscutive officer t'rom' - suggestion came from me (in 1981) and not Barbara Winter!"

OLP CHRIGTMAS ]b.' CLmi Ty
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Former Christmas Islanders have Imllvldually indbonsed this (X marksihe

spot} to be the location of the unknown Seamen’s burial place.
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the Office of Australian War Graves, in _Canberra, Mr Don
Taggart, responded o0 my written enquiry with the statement:
“, .. In early 1984, following extensive investigation , . . the

* Office of Australian War Graves failed to positively identify

the burial as that of an Australian, or other Commonwealth
Veteran, or indeod the grave concarned, -

. “The most that could be said at the time is that there was an
unmarked grave on the island which is genezally believed 10
contain the remains of:‘an unidentified sailor. The Office.. .

cmmnnduﬁkeofﬂcialcommemomﬁonamwgmvwwinm '

absence of ‘positive -identification -and s a result ‘of the

- investigationa made in 1984, the matter was not pursued further,
* I the sailorwas a Commonwealth veteran, he would already be

officially commemorated somewhere on'a Memorial to the

' mmagandi:lsmﬂwinwnuonofmomcemmmwmy

further enquiry.” -2 "

N Jrupondedatomtodweffect. howcouldan exiensive
' investigation” have been conducied when (1) the Office of
; ‘._,,Ansmhanw.arﬂmmhadfnﬂedtolmmmemve.and&)

Queensland writer, Basbara Winter, ﬁrmly belisves that the -
unidentified sailor came from the HMAS Sydney. Summer.
currents from the battle site were 10 the NNW at half a knot,
Accordingly, a raft from the sydney could have been within -

the ramadiis had not beesi.exhumed and dentally analysed?
Writing agein on March 2, 1988, Mr Taggart added: "The

- éxtensive research referved (0 was only to establish the positive

location and identity .of the grave concerned . .. Thsi Office

will not be initiating any further enquiry.”

.. "Tha senior librarian and information ofﬁcer. G. T. Proctor,

of B,H.P Steel (moestor company of Lysaght) Port Kemble,

"‘l”m lemrcmweming infonmm ona Cnrley life raft

coating, it was called Zincanneal and we cannot find Dua-
anneal listed a1 a trade mark for annealed zinc coated steel,
% ;. “In constructing -the life raft, @ manufacturer could very
easuy have used our product, bui we cannot confirm this as
‘we have 00 sales records to check.”

UK, author, Michael Montgomery: -“I,.. thoroughly
‘approve Keith Hasleby's idea of a re-burial, I might drop him a
line 1o that effect, as well as informing him that the original

' Queenslandnavalmsearch-author,Barbaranm,ml%S
“Michael Montgomery is correct that he was the first person to
publish a call for jts re-burial. I have never claimed that I
was, .. However, I had ~written it before Michael
Montgomery's book was published, though I probably cannot

. prove thas, Actually, I care less than it may seem, It is only a

maiter of sentiment. T think it would be impossible w attach a
-namp, to the’ body, a8 1 doubt that dental records would be
'remmdmm'emanﬁyma&waperson was reported dead.

. + 1 thlnk it might even not be a good thing if it could be given 2

‘naw.xm} ok it really should be recognised that the body

N

therewar, "O‘H-IER'SI-DPfromwhwh it (the body) could
;Myhavoeémd.?ubhc servants handling this matter seem

1 't have been concemed mainly with dodging anything which
- would make them think or work . . So far, all anyone has done

mhleauha:ﬂwydommmkncamefromSydncy The road to

*Hell is paved not only with good intentions, but with *thinks’

‘nnd'don:ﬂunks notbasedmewdence.,."
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Joseph Bumstt) “
‘question . . . If it (the corpse and carlsy Float) was not from . -
Sydney.from where did ncome&om?lnnagmenwxll oonnnue
[t0 be a matter of speculation,”

on December 9, 1988:

“Withregard to HMAS Sydney e .mmuonlyoneﬁlcheld
in our headquarters . It is still classified as “secret”
There ig nothing sinister about this file, The only reason it's st.ill
“secret” is the fact that its clagsification of 47 years ago has
never been altered, As you canappreciate, | have stadied it very
 closely looking for a clue or snippet which jomeone may have
missed. Alltonoavml,lmnafmid.'l‘hm
the mmde.nt of an unidentified semncna body bcmg washed
ashore . . . on Christmas Island , .

| 1988-89, noted: :

' "Unt‘onunately. this i3 an’ ep:sode which remains one ot’
Christmias Island’s mysteries. To our knowiedge, no copy of
| the inguest is on the Island, although searches have been
;conducted in the past. On the matter of the headstone, an

i early photograph {not very clear) shows the headstone intact -
;i the background. The wiritng is-not discemible, There.is .
{ no information about who initially supplied the headstone, nor - -

gaswthewordsmcm-dedonitssurface A local heritage
i enthusiast .

§Yourpassmgonmedemls Lwnﬁm_unus

y- Smish,
commented (in 1989); “My husband J; R-(RGS)Smi:h mdw
Harbour Master at Christmas Island-in 1941 managing .all;

shipping. The Carley Float was sighted on February 6, 1942
My husband recovered ths raft and the burial was

said, It was some Mother's son.* ® -, .-
NAVAL HISTORICAL REVIEW

soon afterwards, Itwasasadmmryforhim uhﬁalWﬂﬁ 7

Commande:Pamck ancnmowreurod.wnof&pmn;j
... The official conclusion is open to

. \ bel.wmlzﬂn
R.A.N,Public Relations Ofﬁcu(w A.).Vic.'feffery. wnung _

no mention of

Christmas Island s admmastrator. Mr Don Taylor, wrmng in

" have taken

L
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- tinued: M1 lsft
at Fremantig+in:

Island with my small son and arrived
Febrvary, so 1 was not on the island

, carly:
- when the MOnFehuaryzs Saturday) the
. glandermm ( )

‘and 1 received s phone call from my husband
asking me t0'moet him at the dock gates at Fremantle, My
husbang met me there and he told me he had just left part of the

. float in'the:Naval Office. The Naval Authority agroed it was

from an’Australian ghip. My husband had already worked out
that the raft could have come from HMAS Sydney, taking into

. considecation the date of the-sinking, the tides, sic. Nothing

momwashmdnbmthamﬁ.mdnopapemchangedham
“The C.L. radio.opegator, Mr. J. C. Brown, in his report,

" mentions ‘going out to the.raft, and iis condition, also the

funeral, We were friends.’ He and his wife lived nearby. 1

. visited the Bakers in the UK, in 1988. Only his wife was still
. alive.-He had' died in- 1987, His wife could only vaguely -

remember the events of 1942, She was on her way back 1o C.I.

.~ from Singapore when it happened. L am sure my husband would

have atended the funeral I am also sure my husband would

i “Iheahwmonmehhndmbehmdouhomonm
hofacﬁﬁ%ﬂmitmmwamy with rain
and: thoswentherii Khaye! "fald;lm Mwas never.a

y n
1935-42: and’ 1945—59 ‘Mits Smith con- -

Mp&ecepthmdinﬂanrleyFloaLTohlm,

. -thatwou%hambemM -
, +'» has informed me that the headstone has always * -+
' been missing, as far as he can romember, since 1970 ., . If you'
ghavemybeuummmmwemm“wmﬂdapm;:ﬁ




-

the raft (scctions) that he brought back to Fremantle on hisown

initiative, He was not under orders to do so. To mu knc-ledge,
no correspondence wmived from Fremanile or Austalia
concerning the raft. The topic was never mentioned again. 1
understoof that all ofﬂce records were destroyed before the
Jupanese arrived . .

Former* Christmas Island _tesidem. Bob Forrestor, of. ‘

Kalamunda, W.A,, wrote:

. My first knowledgé' of an unknown grave came’ in
ralher unusual circumstances, My house became subject W

severe wash-aways. Drainage from a new installation was

channelled into one siorm-water drain and allowed todischarge - - . -
;-.Z‘wu a meticulous man and lept to the facts. In company matter, . -
- he waswery correst, oven tokeeping his wife in the dark. I feel - -
- thiswasaNaval float thathad been drifting for some time. If the -
: shocfo‘tmdinduﬂoatwnomustrahnndeslgn.ﬂwuﬂms
,Srdrwﬂouldhavobeenthcmurce

overthe cliff face, about 700 feet up, and find its own way down
the cliff. Hence, the washaway. ] saw my dog with rameralarge
bone, which I recognised as possibly buman, and immediately

i put two and two together, went up the slope to the cemetary, -
" which had been badly eroded and covered in silt. The Malay -

gardencrs were called in to ¢lean-up the mess, To my know-
ledge, nogravestones wereremoved, onlyreplaced, if necessary,

unmearked - just a mound over-grown with weeds like the rest.

“No -mention is made of marking the grave. In the -
circumstances, thisis not surpriging. During thistime Norwegian -
sailors (from the torpedoed Eidsvold) and a number of the. .
- Island'sBuropeans, :ncludmgwmnm.wereevacuatedbyvariousﬂ .
ships. In these circumstances, I don't think there would hnve, o

been any effort made 10 mark the grave. -
“All the graves in the old cemetery, except the “unknown"\
grave, were clearly marked by small headstones ,Bpproximately.

into same , . . The unknown grave”, in my time, was just a

mound with no marking whatsoever, and no sign of a broken - -
» the “unknown gmre 1s more to the mnh-east_

headstone ,
corner of, the cemetery, :
"Wheri I first saw this cemetery sometime in 1954 there was
no headstone or marker of any descriptiap . . . Very few people
would know of the grave. In fact, very few people ever went

near this cemetery as most of the graves were of scamen who

cither died at sea or in hospital after being put ashore, In any
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- from anyone
. ofﬂoat,therel limeclmafwablishing the truth ,

(EA AN
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case, one would have 1o go through the manager's garden, and
past his kitchen, to get to the cemetery, and I don't think thay :
would have been very popular, unless invited. ‘
“Having seen the small gravestones in this old ccmetery if
there had been a gravestone made in the ﬁrstplace n would still
be there, as all the other were in situ. :
“I have never heard of any rumour about the body bcmg
exhumed . . . The Carley Filcm. asT understand it, was brought
toFremantleby Captain Smithand handed over to the Fremantle

‘Naval authorities, soswelyuwywouldhavemadesomerecord
.of theevent... .. :

““In"my own. mind, hmwmz Capmn Smith very well, he

“Iqsmmmmmmmmdwofmeopuﬁmmt

. theremnantsof clothes left on the body cauld have been the type -
In fact, the “unknown grave" was 8o called becauss it wag -~

uudbyNammatm.butmeywm threadbare and -
falling to ‘ploces:'] beliove Jay has an excellent memory.
She ., ,doeen'telaboeate. So, If she says Reg told her something,
that's-what.he told:-her at the time.Without writien evidence
at Fremantle, w ho must have received the pxeces

. ..Another: , Brian O'Shannassy, remembers :
“‘Iometpohotoanﬂnghshman Jack Pedigrew, who was’

on Cl.'in 1942 and took part in the recovery of the liferaft.

_J‘.Prmnm@mory written in 1989), he told me that the raft lay on
two feet by two feet high and wide, made of grey cementand ¢ ol A

aggregate and marked simply by name and daie of death carved

shore in the boat harbour, When the Japs arrived, they were all

.~ made prisoners. A lot of records were destroyed by the Japs and
. that, in the clean-up and reorganmncm. thc llfmft was taken
. out o the tip and burnt, -

“I ook a photo of the unmarked grave in 1952-52 There -

- were-tows of tombstones and, in the comer nearest the C.L
- Club, right'in the very comer near the boundary, there was a
‘ heaped up sectionof earth: Jack Pedigrew said this was the

grave. I am qmw sure that there had neverbeen a headstone
erected on the site, There were no railings or corner stones, Ifa

 headstone had been there, there would have been some evidence







