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ENEMY RAYDER OPERATIONS TN INDIAN AND PACTFIC OCEANS.

I am direoted to advise, for the information of the
Lords Commissioners of the A&miralty thet the Australiasn Naval
Roard heve glvea considerable thoughﬁ to the polloy to be adopted
in comection with action against Raiders in the Indisn and
Peeific Oceans. The following lessone have been learnt Irom
reoent attacks on shipping in these areas:-

" () Enemy ships ohosen as ralders appear to be fast,
perhaps 18 to 20 knots, and so the ordinary
nerochant ghip hag little chance of escape once
it has been sighted.

{v) 8low Amed Merchant Crulsers ars of little value
1a bringlng these ralders into actlon,

{o) Most of the attacks in the area under ocnsideration
have been carried out olear of the fogal areas on
the trade routes soms distanoe Lo seaward,

2. In this conneotion, the following two proposals sugmest
nthamselvss:*

panl. "A"r That a certain mumber of fast vessels
a9 an armament which would enable them to engame a

hﬁ “ALM%ARK" type, but which would not matsrially reduce
werge sarrying aapacity‘ It this be practieeble, these vesssels
produces en elsment of surprise similar to ™" sni B, bt more
Hoult to dounter, and they would form a means or protection not
4o themselves bub to other vessels in the ssme arsa. The most
yBle ghipe would seem to be fast liners built to ocarry about
pongeya, 1.e, Blue Btar Line or Port Line, as the pagsenger
'“&a on tould he uged for the n-oessary additional naval

s ¥opt of these ships now carry 1 - 8" and an A/A gun, and
U i 4scsuggested thet at least 4 more 8" guns should be mounted,
T gte ng o broadside of three.

T The lops of eargs carrying ospacity on ascoount of
iffening would not be greet, and guns could be camouflaged as much
e gsivle. The cost and time raguired to it out would not be

fﬂaﬁnﬁasive 1f slestrio wiring were kept down to a minimum,

“&7f35* ' : No built-in magazines, but ready-use lockers to ocontein
LT up tooaboud 40 rounds per gun, and remsomeble fire control ATr'ango-
o mentd gould be Titted.

Tyo.Raval 0fficers ag Gun Control Officer and 0.0.7.

8 ﬁ or three ratings as nucleum crew for each gun, say about
2520 in all, ship's ordinary ocmplement to make up numbers i
.guh as - f&r as they go, The ship ocould be olassed a8 a Fleet




