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E!~ RAIPER OPERATIONS n, ni1lL'IN AND ;'ACIFIC OCEAliE.

I am direatod to advise, fbI' the information of the
L01.'48 OOlllllilutiQueI'S of tile Admiralty, that the Australian Naval
Ji!oaX'd haVe givl1ln considerable thought< to tho polioy to be adopted
in oonneetion With aotion against Raiders in the Indian and
:Paoifio OoeallS. The tbllowing lessons have been learnt fXam
recent attacks on shipping in these areas:-

(a) Enemr Ships chosen as raiders appear to be fast,
perhaps 18 to 20 knotEl, and 50 the ordinary
1116'rohan1l ship has little chan08 of esoape onoe
it has been sigbted,

(b) Slow Armed Merohant Cruisers are of little value
in bringing these raiders into aotion.

(0 ) Most of the attaoks in the area under ocnsideration
have beon oarried out olenrof the fooal areas ou
the trade routes some distanoe to Sen\mrd.

11, In this oonneotion, the following two proposll.ls stli':i':sst
thomeelveSI"

<~al,~! That a oertain number 0 f fast vessels
.~~~:1.d. beg! . a-ent whioh would enable them to enga~e a
~d.llt>Ortlle "A1'DWlX" type, but whioh would not materially reduoe

.. ~l!.!Il~'l'!-eO:'~oC81'X'11ng oapl\City. If this be practioable, these vessels
. lJll.~ll, produoe an. element of surprise similar to "C~fl shipe, but more
~*\~~lt U cO'..lrt'tel',and they wOl.ld fom a means of prote<ltion not
Ifll;l;)'.;to tl:l.~&lTes but to other vessels in the same area. The most
sU:1.'f¥~leo$:1ps WOQld seem to be faSt liners built to oarry about

·.l.••.~..~8~~, 1.e. Blue star Line or Port Line, as the pussene;er
a~datiQn oould be used. for the n,'oessar1 additional naval
pe_Onnel.

5i. 'MOllt of these ships now oarrY' 1 - en and an RIA gun, and
itij~suggested that at least 4 more 6" guns should be mounted,
g:LV'ing a broadt!1de of'three.

·,'I{I';· . The lOllS of cargo oarrying oapaoit1 on a ooount of
••.•.l!'i.·..:t.... ~.·•..l:l.i.•l4g 'lfQuld not be great. and gUIlS could. be oemoutlaged as nuoh

·PSI__i.bJ;ei 'l.'he oost and time required to tit out would not be
"/lXQ_iI'iv'El if eleotrio wiring were kept down to a minimum.

1:" . No l'!uilt"in magazines, bUtreadY'-use lookers to oontain
\j,pt;q;>lil.b~.t40 rdWlds per gun, and reasonable fire oontrol arI'a11ge­
._liI>ooU.:Lll be :t'1t;ted.

oers as Oun Control Offioer and O.O.Q.
~nl~e. ra1'~IL~ as nuoleus orew tor each gun, say about

o~plement to make up numbeI'S r.t
ship could be classed as a Fleet


