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HMAS SYDNEY II Commission of Inquiry
Statutory Declaration of Mrs Beryl Luscombe
Commonwealth of Australia
STATUTORY DECLARATION

Statutory Declarations Act 1959

1, BERYL CAROLINE LUSCOMBE, of [
_ retiree, make the following declaration under the Statutory

Declarations Act, 1959:
1. T was born on 7 of July, 1929 in Richmond, Victoria.

2. Iam acousin of Leading Seaman Stoker Herbert Charles McLeod.

3. I know Herbert joined the Navy in 1939 from Melbourne and was posted to the
SYDNEY (II) after about nine months. He served in the SYDNEY (II) for

approximately 18 months.

4. T last saw Herbert in Melbourne while he was on leave shortly before HMAS
SYDNEY’s last voyage.

5. I have been shown a copy of the newspaper article written by Caragh Calder-Potts
which was published in the South Burnett Times regarding Keith McLeod who
allegedly joined the Navy in World War II and served in HMAS SYDNEY (II)
under the name of Herbert McLeod. A copy of that newspaper article is annexed

to this Statutory Declaration and marked with the letter ‘A’.

6. 1 refute the suggestion contained in the newspaper article that Herbert Mcleod
was actually a man named Keith McLeod who joined the Navy under a false name

using his uncle’s driving license and served in HMAS SYDNEY (1D).

7. 1 do not know of a man named Keith Mcleod.
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8. Herbert did not have any nephews at the time he died. My father, James Henry
McLeod was the brother of Charles McLeod who was the father of Herbert

Charles McLeod. The children of my uncle Charles McLeod were:

— Evelyn (born 1912)

— TIrene Dorothy (born 1914 and married 1941)

— Herbert Charles (born 1916 in Richmond, Victoria, birth registration number:
R6881)

I understand that a person who intentionally makes a false statement in a statutory
declaration is guilty of an offence under section 11 of the Statutory Declarations Act

1959 and I believe that the statements in this declaration are true in every particular.

Declared at Floreat on l”‘ of M 2009
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BERYL CAROLINE LUSCOMBE JP
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Witness

C A. Puiwbteo. TT wAzgigq

Name, Occupation and Address of Witness
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