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AND COMMENTS

The Loss of the
"Sydney”

;PmeHdHHM cannot he com-

pared; it is really impossihle
to say that the loss of a ship's com-
pany and a fine ghip in a few
minutes is less or more pitiful than
a similar loss on a battlefield.
Nevertheless, the loss of the
Sydney, not long 2go seen in Syd-
ney Harbour, brings home to. us
the fact of war near us in 8 more
polgnant way than news of battles
far away, May those who mourn
be comforted from on high! We
are doubtful whether the official
reticence in this ecase was wise, It

ig Impossible to prevent rumours’

about such a disaster, and most
people had heard the rumour at
least a week before the official
announcement. It should be. pos-
sible  for officials to learn of
rumours and to refute or confirm
them promptly. If g rumour has
spread as widely as did that of the
loss of the Sydney, it is certain that
it will have reached enemy ears if
there is any means of reaching
them. Secrecy in such a case tends
to defeat its own ends.

Dr. Evatt's Survey

..m._EE survey of world affairy given

by the Minister for Hxternal
Affairs on the lagt day of the
Federal Session was a striking
indication of the increasing status
of the Commonwealth, The sur-
vey mentioned representation In
the Dutch East Indies, in Timor,

his part. If the cause of unionism
I8 of sufficient importance to over-
ride our fundamenta] freedom of
action, so also is the cause of the
survival pf democracy. But com-
pulsory unicnism is not being put
forward as a necessary war-time
deprivation of freedom, hut as g
policy to be continued .intg peace-
time.  We are doubtful whether
those who sponsor it have fully
considered its implications: among
others, it means that there must
be a union for every employed per-
son to join, and some unions are
already very cautious' about admit-
ting new members, We can con-
ceive of serious difficulties within
union ranks; how are they to be
settled?  Perhaps the necessary
legislation when brought forward
will show that such problems have
been thought out. We shall be
more than interested to see what
form the legislation will talke.

CHURCH NEWS

Diocese of Goulburn

BISHOP'S VISIT TO GUNNING
PARISH

OZ Sunday, November 23, the
Bishop visited the parish for
Confirmations.

At’11 a.m. the new fence and gates
around the beautiful little church at
Breadalbane, the gift of Mys. Gerald
Chisholm, were dedicated. - Then fol-
lowed the Sacrament of Confirmation,
for the first time administered in the
new church, when 17 candidates were
presented. There was an exception-
ally good attendance. The church it-
self was looking at its best, and the
flowers were really beautiful,

At 8 pm. in the new church of S,

Mark, at*Gundaroo, nine candidates

Were presented for Confirmation, the
first to be held here also.. It was
hoped to mm&o@%. a new bell, but it

[ .
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the vicar, he addresses the children
at the day and Sunday schools,

Notwithstanding his arduous duties,
Mr, Pritchard still retains his health
and strength, and with cheerfulness
and courage he will enter upon his
fifth year as Diocesan Commissioner
with the full confidence that the
many subscribers to his fund will
once again welcome a visit from him
next year.

CORRESPONDENCE

Social Injustice

Sir,—

Mr. Howard has courteously re-
plied to my letter on the question of
ownership of land, but it is hard o
see any clarification in his letter in
vour issue of November 21. One as-
sumption, which seems not wnreason-
able, must be made in considering his
letter, When he speaks of “a per-
manent title to the wuse of the land”
DPresumably he means exclusive use,
t.e., the Government wonld not lease
a piece of land simultaneously to two
tenants who wanted it for incompat-
ikle purposes. That seems an inevit-
able assumption to start with, but if
it is wrong Mr., Howard will no doubt
correct me,

In his second paragraph Mr. How-
ard says that 2 man “would stil] have
the right to let or sell or bequeath
all improvements on the land together
with the permanent use of the land
to whomsoever he wished” and the
devisee would pay rent.

In his third paragraph he says: “A
citizen has the permanent use of the

land on condition that he pays an

annual rent to the Governmenl”.

In his fourth paragraph he says:
“If the land is thus rented , , .
according to its value it would be put
to the best use for it would not pay
to keep it idle”.

Does it pay to keep land idle when
it is owned? A capital sum has heen
paid for it, which could otherwise be
earning interest, and it is hard to ses
that an annual rent would be any
greater inducement to put the land
to good use than the ginking of a
capital sum in 1%, not to mention
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